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PREFACE. 



npO thoie, who can feel interefted in the 
rambles of an Englifhman, who can 
furvey with pleafure a fimple delineation of 
firiti(h fcenery, the following pages are re- 
^d:(ully addreiled. The emanations of 
fimcy, the iportive ebullitions of inventive 
genius, beam not through the thin texture 
which is here interwoven from the mate- 
rials of a fummer excurfion. The impulfc 
of the moment, and the imprei&ons which 
are conveyed by the contemplation of new 
objeds, dictated, for the moft part, thoie 
boAy iketches, which the reader will find Co 

b loofely 



I PREFACE. 

looiely thrown together. The author has^ 
however, no apology to make for his teme- 
rity. Confcious of his numerous imperfec- 
tions, he deprecates cenfufe without court* 
ing applaufe ; and will feel himfelf more 
than fatisfied if he fucceeds in diflipating 
the tedium of a winter's evenings 



The deiire of introducing any further rc- 
jnaiics with regard to the tenor of this work 
wfll be fuppreffcd. Authors arc ever lo- 
quacbus; but the adventurer, who now 
intrudes upon the public, wiflies not to be 
confidered either as averting, or anticipating 
die harihnefs of criticifin^ 
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From LONDON U 


BAMPSBIRE, 


PORTSMOUTH • 




ISLE ^Y WIGHT 




COWES^ NEWPORT, STEEPHILL 




SOUTHAMPTON t 




RUMSET 


WILT8BIR.B. 


SALISBURY, % WILTOH 




stonehengeS 



* Portfinontb, fe caRed firom its fituation at the xnoutH 
of a bay. 

X SoQtbaniptODy anciently called fionfsn Ircnn its fitna* 
tion vpon t!l^ bay of AiAc/n (the old name of tiie river 
Teft) and now called SmJihrEcaiim or Hamftonf to diftin* 
guiib it from Notthomficn* 



% Salilbtiryy anciently called Sarnm. 

5 Stonebenge, purely Saxon, fignifytng hm^atg fkms ixt 
a jbne gaUows. The ancient Britons called it Choar-gam-f or 
dk gnat daatk or tmkeiroL The monks latinized CIMr* 
£«r into Chona pgantitm 



Xll ROUT^ Of THB TOUS. 

DORSETSHIRE. BLANDFORD 

DORCHESTER 
WEYMOUTH^ISLEOF PORTLAND 

BRIDPORT 

DEVOHSHIRE. AXMlNSTER * 

HONITON 
EXETERt 

CHUDLEIGH 
ASHBURTON 
IVY BRIDGE 
PLYMOUTH* 
DOCK 
CORNWALL. SALTASH } 



t Axminfter derives its Dame partly from its fituatioa 
on tbe river Axtf and partly from a min/kr eibbliihed there 
by King Athelfian for feven priefts to pray for the depart- 
ed fouls of thofe who were killed in his army and buried 
there, when he defeated the Danes in a bloody battle fought 
in a field in thb neighbourhood^ which ia dill failed JGng*s 

* Exeter, a contradion of Excefia-f which (ignifies a 
cqjtle on the Ex^ 

•I* Plymouth, fo called from its fituation upon a fmall 
river called tki Pfywu 

X Saltaih, a corruption of Sdtefft. The town was origi- 
nally called VtUa ii Effe^ or Efft's town ; Egt being the name 
of feveral families to this day. 



tooTt' or THB Tovt.' sHi 

cotHWALL. LESKARB 

LESTWITHIEL^ 
ST. AUSTLE . 
GRAMPOUNDf 
TRURO t 
PENRYNj 
FALMOUTH H 
HELSTON « 

* Leftwithidi from the CorniCh word Lcfimthtatf which 
figBifies a UorCs tdL The Earl of this province bore a lion 
for his arms, and theftrength of the lion being fuppofed to 
confift principally in his tail, and this town being anciently 
die Earl's place of refidence, where his exchequer was kept 
and the affairs of his government tranfaded— It is fup- 
pofed from thefe drcumfbnces to have been called Th$ 
LMs tadf or Lofiwithid. 



f Grampoundy or Grampontf from Grand Pantf Greei 
Bridge f fo called from its bridge over the Fal. 

t Trurc^ from the Comifli word Trurv, which fignifies 
Anejtreds. 

5 Penryn, fo called from its iituation on a woody hill, 
Paayn fignifying a curled head. 

II Falmoathy fo called from its fituation at the mouth of 
the river Fal. 

9 HclfloDt or HeVs Tcwn, a town on the river Heh 



lit/ &(HfT» Of rap 70VII>« 

COENWALL. MARKET-JSW* 

PBva^ANCXf land's end f 

REDRUTH 

4T. MICHAEL t 

BODMIN 

launcbstonI 

DBVONSHIR.B. LI F TON 

OAKHAMPTOKII. 
HATHERLY 

* Market-Jew, or Marhii'Jpf fo called from its market 
day, Thurfday, dii joUSf whicL in the Gomifh language 
isjeum 

^ Penzance is fuppofed to have been Pen-fmntt SmniS' 
Hiadf the arms of the town being the baptift*s head in 2 
charger ; but it feems more probable that it was originally 
either Pen's SandSf the Hiod of the SandSf at Pen-Savas^. the 
lead of the charmeL 

t St* Michael is fuppofed to have been originally Mo- 
iijtokf and to have been fainted by a vulgar error after 
it was corrupted to NRchaeL 

% Launcefton was called Llan/tuphaion, the charch of St. 
Stephen^ and of this name Launcefton is a corrupt con- 
tra<5lion» 

II Oakhampton« or OcUnffonf fo called from its fituation 
on the river Die. 



tCKiTt or ttHt T9Qt» StT 



DETONSHIRE. TORRINGTON* 

BARNSTAPLE j, 
SOUTH MOLTON 
BAMPTdNj 
TIVERTON j 
tOMBftSBTSHIRE. WELLINGTON 

TAUNTON H 
BRIDGEWATER f 



* Torrington, ortginaliy Temridge T&wnpfo called from 
its fitoation on the river Tmarulse* 

<f Baroftapley is a word compounded of the Britifli word 
Bar, which fignifies the mouik of a riverf and the Saxon word 
Jt^, which denotes a mart of trait* 

X fiunpton, or Baunton^ a corruption of Balkamfioru 

5 Hvertooy or Twyford Tovn, from its iituation near 
two fords which were formerly at this place, one over the 
Ex, and the other over a fmall river called the Loman, 
where there are now two done bridges. 

II TauQtpo is fo called by a corruption of the original 
name Thone-Townf or ^one-TWi, which is derived from itf 
fituation upon the banks of the river TkorUf or Tone. 

y Bridgewater appears to be a corruption of Br^e 
Waker^ i. e. W^er's Boroaghf a name by which Ah plaecf 
was called foon after the conqueft* 
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S0MER8BTSR1RB. WELLS 

BATH 

BRISTOL* 

HOT-WELLS 

NEW FERRY 
MONMOUTHSHIRE, BLACK*ROCK 

NEWPORT t 
CLAMORGANSHIRB CARDIFF^I CAERPHILLY 

pont-y-pridd 

llandaffJ 

cowbridgb 

MARGAM 

ABERAVON 

BRITON-FERRY 



* Brifbl derives its prefent name from the ancient Saxon 
name Bpi^h^opi which fignifies a famous or celebrated 
place. 

i* Newport had this name in refpedl to the old port^ 
Caerleony out of whbfe ruins it arofe. 

X CardiflP, or Caeri^p '* A dty on the r#," fo called 
from its fituation on the river Tafif. 

% Llandaff derives its name frtnn its iituationi the word 
Ifamlff'figiufying *< a dbtrci on tki river Tiff** 



mOUTB Of THE TOOa. 

cIpAmorgarsbirb. SWANSEA* 

NEATH II 
XLWGHOR 

CABRIf ARTHSNSBIRB. LLANELTHY 

KIDWELLY 
CAERMAETHEN t 

»BlfBROKBBHIRE. NARSARTH 

TENBY 
PEMBROKE f 
MILFORD HAVEN 
HUBBERSTON 
HAVERFORDWEST 



* Swanfea* or Aoau^Smf receives its name from tbe 
fbtpoifes or Sea-Hogs, wiiich are found Isere in gieat num* 
beia* 

II Nealh is fe called by a variation of the Britifh name 

t Caecmathen, or Camartlmp or CaemariKn, U & cal- 
led firom the Welih name Caer-Vyrdldn. 

f Pembrokey or Pifiinhp derives its name fiom the 
aadent Britilb word Ptffvro, a cape or promontory. 



CAKDIOANSHIRB. CAADIGAM 4 

LtANARTtt 
LLANRUSTEli 
ABERYSTWYTH t 
TALYPONT 

MONTOOMBItTSllIltB. MACHYNLEtH 
MBBIONBTHSHIILB. MALWYBO 

DOLGELLY 
TAN-Y-BWLCH 
PONT-ABER-GLASSLYN H 
BEDDKELERT 
CAB^KABVONSmRB. CARNARVOS f 

BANGOR t 



* Tikis plac« is from ks fitmtko called AUr-Tmy, tk 
mouUi of theTeivy ; the der i va ti on of tlie word Gardj^a* 
ssnol known* 

f Aberydwytk, or ittcr tJtwyA^ lt.^At Mcmtk ^ih 

II Ftet-aber^ila&Iynt Le. tkOwTi M%b. 

<^ Canurson (ignifies tlie Town or Foit of J^wm^ or 
ArvmUf a name by wlxidi tliisooonlry was anciently called 
from its fituatioo oppolitc to thr Iflaiwi of Angfefea. 

^ Banpr, or Rncktr^ retains its ancient Britiik namc^ 
wliicli fi^mtics *• m h$mif^ fttt.'' 
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CAMA&vovsBi&B. BANGOR FOR&V 

ISLE OP AHGLBSBA. GWINDfE — PilRIS MOUNT. 

■1 

HO^LYUEAD 

IBBLAKD. • DUBLIN. THE DARGLE. 

LORD POWERSCOURT's 
PARK, &C. 
UtM, Of AHGLBSBA. HOLYHEAD 

QWINDEE 

BANGOR FERRY 
CABHARTOVSHIBB. ABER-CONWA Y { 
DBHBIGRSHIBB. ABERGELY 

fLIMTSHIBB. ST. ASAPH • 

HOLYWELL 

FLINT 
CHESHiBB. PARK-GATE 

LARCASHIU. LIVERPOOL j^ 
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{ AberConwBy prefierfes its aocici^t naoie fi^ifyiag 
^ lie Mntfi cftk Canmty:* 



* Su A&ph derives its i^inQie from St. Afiph^ its patrop 
faint* wliowaatliefecoa4Btih0po(the fee. Itis called by 
te WeUh Uum-Etny from its fituaiion zt the influx of the 
Ri?er Elwy into the Clwyd. 

^ t Liverpool— 'Lfvei^poo/y IJtterpoolf arUrpooif was by tbe 
Saxons called Lineppolei as it is fuppofed, from the waters 
of tkeMeriey fpreading theiofeivahere like a pool or fieo. 



tOUTI or THB TODR. 
tANCASRIRC. PRESCOT 

WARRINGTON 
cHBfHimi. NORTHWICH 

HOLM-CHAPEL 

BRUERTON 
sTfrro&psHiRB. TALK 

NEWCASTLE UNDER LINE t 

LITCHFIELD |t 



I NewcafUe under Line wa$ firft called NmcqjiU fron^ 
a caftle, now in ruins, built here in the reign of Henry the 
Thirdi and by way of diftin<5lion from an older caftle 
which flood at Cheftertown, a Tillage in the neighbour- 
hood. It was afterwards called ** NewcafU under Une, or 
Umtf from its (ituatiop upon the eaft fide of a branch of the 
Trent, called the Une^ or Ume^ and to dilUnguiih It froni 
NmcqjtU upon Toie, in the county of Northumberland, 

II Litchfield is by fome thought to be a corruption of 
Udd/eldf an ancient Britifli word fignifying de^d cai^c€§Uf 
but by the generality it is faid tobe fo called ^pom Li^kenf^ 
fddf Lkktfi in Saxon fignifying a dead bady^ and it is thus 
thefeld ef dead bodks. Thofe, who adopt the former opi- 
nion, found their aflertions upon a great (laughter of 
Chrifiians, which they fay took place here in the perfecu* 
tion under the Emperor Dioclefian. On the other hand» 
the advocates for the Saxon etymology of the word Utchfeld 
fay, that this name was given it in memory of a dreadful 
maf&icrc of an army of Chrifiians, who fought at Litchfield 

againft 
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WA&wicKSBiRB, BIRMINGHAM 

STRATFORD UPON AVON 

OXFORDSHIRE. WOODSTOCK J BLENHEIM 

OXFORD • 
SLOUGH 

BERKSHIRE. WINDSOR 

MIDDLESEX. LONDON 

againfi Ofwius king of Northumberlandt upon the firft in- 
troduAion of Chriilianity. And they moreover add that 
Ofwius, after his converiion to Chriftianity, in repentance 
far having been the caufe of fo great a flaughter £r(l found- 
ed the Cathedral of Litchfield, 

I Woodfiock derives its name immediately from the 
Saion WuDeptoc which fignifies a woady place. 

* Oxford was by the Saxons called Oxen-pop^, a name 
generally fuppofed to have been derived from a/ori, or 
ftifi^ f^ ^*xen^ over the river Thames at this place. The 
Cities of BofphoniSy upon the Lake Mceotls in Greece, and 
Ocfaenfurt, upon the River Odur in Germany, derive their 
names from the fame origin, each fignifying a ford for oxetu 
The Wellh name for this place is Rhid-Ychen, which alfo 
fignifies a ford for oxen^ and the city arms are an ex 
fafiig a ford; yet fome have thought that the ancient 
name of this city was Owford^ a ford over the Ous, a name 
by which the River Thames, by the Latins called Ifis, ap- 
pears to have been known. Here and there are fome iflands 
formed by the river at this place, which are fUU called the 
O/eaeyp or Oufmy {/lands. 
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IT is not the cfiedt of a partkakr fpe^ 
cies of diet, nor the impreffions made 
by a fickle climate upon the diipofition of 
Engliflunen, that caufe thofe phleg- 
matic vapours, and. that depreffion of 
fpirits, which are fo juftly become the 

(chara^nfticofavrhoknation. From what 
fource then doea this evil originate ? 

evidently irom a relaxation of the mental 

pcmers, indulged to an exce6. Air, exer- 

B cife. 
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die, and even literary re£3urces^ without a 
certain degree of novelty, fail in their efFedt. 
A variety of new objeAs, and a total change 
in tile fcenery around us, operate, in a de-* 
ligh^iil nuuiner, upon the fpirits and the 
health. The Acuities of the mind, when 
abfin-bed in the fpeculation of the future, or 
too much engrofled in tjic contemplation 
of the pail, become a prey to indolence 
and fpleen, the very parents of fuicide. 

Our continental neighbours are thofe, to 
wh6m we are indebted for every exaggera-* 
tion of our natural infirmity. They are 
reprefented of a livelier turn, and of a dif-* 
pofition happily indifierent to all the feri- 
cus occurrences of life. And to what is 
this owing ? to that love of novelty, that 
avidity, which ever marks the tenor of 
a Frenchman's temper, in . the purfuit of 
fbmething new. There does not exift a 
people more eager for the r\ Ka^m than thefe 
ions of gaiety; and I am much mifbtken, 
if that fpirit of liberty, which has fb lately 
agitated the very bowels of their confti- 

tutio6» 
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tutioD> and which^ they tell you^ has tram- 
pled upon the infignia of defpotifm^ had 
not for its primum Mobile j a meaner con- 
iideration than the fubverfion of a mighty 
empire. 

It is faid of the great Brown, who ren- 
dered himfelf fo famous for his capacity 
in the arrangement of ground, that his firft 
coniideration in drawing out a plan, was, to 
make a change. Thus, fo long as the eftate 
he undertook to improve was made difier- 
ent from what it wais before, it was fure to 
be admired. And this is the cafe with our . 
neighbours the French. They have thrown 
down the pillars of their ancient buildings, 
they have removed the avenues which led 
to them, and have endeavoured to give every 
thing a new appearance. They have de- * 
molifhed every veftige of a place, which was 
grown fo old faihioned, and venerable from 
its antiquity, and they have prefented to the 
world a foene, cut, and decorated, according 
to a new mode, and open to every wind 
that blows. 

B z So 
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So much has been efiedted by the fafci- 
nating charms of novelty, and fuch is 
the mighty inftance of its power ! if any 
part of that miferable multitude, who la- 
bour under the heavy oppreflion of deipon^ 
dency, and whom we fee daily falling vic- 
tims to the influence of fpleen, were to 
model the iyflem of their condud: upon the 
bafis of a Frenchman's felicity — we fhould 
not be thus iligmatized for that violent 
f enchant which we are faid to poflefs, of 
cutting our own throats. It is torpid inac- 
tivity alone that Engliihmen fhould dread. 
The purfuit of novelty, and a frequent 
change of fituation, by aflfbrding a full fcope 
for variety, would entirely annihiUte the 
hydra, and extirpate all the powers of ennuL 
It is for this reafon, that travelling has fuch 
• a delightfol efFe<^, in elevating the fpirits, and 
bracing the nerves. The mind conflantly 
employed in beholding a fucceflion of new 
objeds, receives a vigour from the tafk^ 
which, in a full current, flows diredly to 
the heart. 

Thefe 
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Thefc fentiments> and thefe reflcdiions, 
took up my attention one fine morning in 
the month of May, as I was preparing to 
make a fiimmer excurfion with a fiiend. 
We had pafied the winter in a folitary re- 
tixement, among the woodlands in the 
Weald of Kent, and looked forward to the 
period we had fixed upon, for the com- 
mencement of our tour, with all that impa- 
tience, which thoie feel, in confinement^ 
who contemplate the profptO: of approach- 
ing liberty. 

Our little fyftem for travelling being 
properly arranged, and every thing in rea- 
dineis, we left the metropolis, and direi^ed 
our courie towards Portfmouth ; intending to 
traverfe the fouth of England, and after- 
wards inveftigate that remote corner of our 
ifland, which preients fuch bold and fuperb 
fcene8> among the Welch Mountains. 

The 



6 T O U » TH&OUGH THK 

The road to Portfinouth exhibits no- 
thing particularly remarkable* Noblemen's 
feats^ fcattcred up and down^ fervc to 
adorn that barrennefs of country, which 
ieems often predominant, and would other- 
wife weary the attention. Faffing over a 
dreary heath, about feven miles beyond 
Godalmin, we gained the fummit of a hiU^ 
which commands a moft fuUen proipe£i: 
of the country around. On the right, a 
barren, inhoipitable valley, which, from its 
fingular form, has been flyled •• the DevtTs 
punch bowl,** prefents its unfertile features : 
the road paffes clofe to its fides, and in this 
ipot, a monument has been eredted as a me- 
morial of a murder conunitted there, on the 
body of an unknown failor, with this 
motto, " Wbofo committetb maris blood, by 
man, Jhall bis blood be JhedV* the perpetra- 
tors of this crime are fufpended in chains, 
upon a gibbet near the place i upon the 
whole, the fimplicity of the monument, t^e 
gibbet, with its chains, and the trijle et 
fombre appearance of the coimtry which 

3 furrounds 
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furrounds it on all 6de$, form a fcene of 
a terrific nature. We reached 

PORTSMOUTH 

about feven in the evening, and walked to 
the parade — to hear with what eaie, and 
indifference, fbme wretched military mufi- 
cians, could convert harmony to difcord. 

Portfinouth may, without impropriety, 
be called the key of England. Its noble 
haven, capable of containing a thoufand fail 
of the line ; its extenfive fortifications, ar- 
ranged and executed by engineers of the 
fijrft abihty ; the number of its inhabitants. 
Its dock-yards, its wonderful importance to 
Great-Britain, render it the admiration of 
Europe. The entrance to the harbour 
does not exceed, in breadth, that of the 
Thames at Wefhninfler Bridge, a cir- 
cumfbance, which forms a confiderable ad- 
dition to its fbength. There is alfo fuch 
plenty of water within it, that a firfl 
rate man of war may always float in 
Mety, and moreover ride fecure from every 
♦ ynnd 
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wind that blows. The mouth of the har- 
hour is defended by a fort, called South Sea 
Caftle, eredled by Henry VIII. and fitua- 
ted about a mile and a half fouth of the 
town. This caftle is fortified with a double 
moat^ palli£idoes> ravelins, and a counter- 
fcarp, from which there are feveral advan- 
ced works, to cover the fort againft the 
approach of an enemy. There is alfo on 
the fame fide a large platform, on which 
are placed pieces of ordnance ; and on the 
oppofite fide, next Gofport, there is ano-» 
ther platform, of twenty great guns, nearly 
kvcl with the water. 

One great convenience with refpeA to 
the harbour at Portfmouth, is the fiife and 
fpacious road of Spithead. It is defended 
from all the winds that blow from the 
weft to the fouth eaft, by the high lands of 
the Ifle of Wight ; and from the winds of 
the oppofite quarter, by the main land of 
Hampfhire. The bottom is perfectly 
found and good, and the flux and reflux of 

the 
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^e fea repairs all the injuries done by the 
anchors. 

This wonderful rendezvous of the royal 
navy, fortified on all fides> is a ftriking 
proof of the opulence and induftry of £n- 
glifhmen. An extenfive fofie is filled in« 
half an hour with water, eight feet deep. 
Within the fofle rifes a wall 1 5 feet per- 
pendicular, on which is a double parapet, 
regularly flanked with baftions and cur- 
tains, having alfo a glacis and covered way. 
Thefe works are carried round the dock 
yards, fo that the magazine of ftores, arms 
and ammunition^ defies every attack of an 
enemy. 

The dock yard contains fuch an aftonifh- 
ing quantity of every article neceflary for the 
royal navy, and is placed in a ftyle of 
fuch uncommon regularity, that it exceeds 
imagination. There are feldom lefs than 
a thoufand men employed within its walls, 
and ibmetimes double that number. Thefe, 
in time of war, are all difciplined, and form- 
ed into a regiment, under the conunand of 

C the 
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the CommifTioner, who is Colonel; the 
Mafter Builder, Lieutenant Colonel, and 
the Clerk of the Cheque, Major ; the Sub- 
alterns being chofen from among the other 
officers. The dock, and other yards, now 
reiemble a town, and may be faid to form a 
corporation, there being large rows of dwel- 
lings, built at the public expence, for all the 
officers, who are obliged to refide on the 
fpot. The rope-houfe, where the cables, 
&c. are made, is 870 feet long, and fome 
of the cables are fo large, that it requires 
above 80 men to work them. The labour 
is fo exceffiye, that they can only continue 
it for four hours in the day. From one end 
of this remarkable room, it is not eafy to 
difcem the pigmies working at the other. 
In this place, that noted incendiary^ 
yaci the Fainter y laid his fyftem of oom- 
buftibles, which is the more remark- 
able, as at leaft 1 00 men were conftantly 
employed ajround him. The fmith's fhop 
is a curious fpeftaclc, and reminds one of 
Vulcan's laboratory, where we find a. 
trio, performed by the Cyclops, upon the an- 
vil. 
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?il, in every corner. Among other things 
here, they fhcw you a fledge hammer^ which 
the king uied in this place^ and beg of you 
to p^ two-pence, and ftriicc a blow with 
bis Majefiys hammer. The tarring of the 
hemp is a moft curious operation, being 
performed by hories > but it is impoflible to 
convey upon paper, any idea adequate to^ 
the appearance of theieimuMnfe magazines, 
where ihips are lifted in their docks, like 
infants in their cradles, and the moil: fhi- 
pendous works conducted with alt that eafe, 
and ingenuity, fb peculiar to the inhabitants 
of this country, in the fuperior excellence 
of their naval armaments. 

Being favoured with a letter of recom-r 

mcndatkHi f^om Admiral L G— , to 

the Commiffioner of the yards, we had a 
fintunate opportontty of examining the 
wonders oi this nnmenfe place* I have 
been more mimite in my defcription of it, 
and the reipediye fortifications of the^own, 
than perhaps there was any occaiion for, from 
one, who ieeks merely to gratify the curio- 

C 2 fity 
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fity^ or patience^ of his readers. But when 
I coniidered the amazing importance of the 
place, not to the nation, or its allies, but to 
my prefent publication, and its readers, as 
being almoft the firft object noticed in my 
tour, I deemed it both expedient and proper, 
to adopt the mode of many a good fcribbler 
before me, namely, to glofs over the open- 
ing of my work, with an appearance of 
iagacity, precision and exadnefs. 

But, gentle reader, whoever thou art, 
whether prelate, or peer, iailor, or foldier, 
critic, or Commiffioner of his Majefty's 
dock yards, refled, that as yet we have 
travelled together but a fhort fpace — ^beam 
not, fo early, the fullen clouds of difcontent 
upon thefe traces of my pen— coniider me 
as one employed iblely to give thee amuie- 
ment — view thefe pages with candour,' and 
I promife thee, as we ibjoum together in 
future, I will not again interlard them 
with mufly defcriptions of ravelins and 
counter/craps, nor pillage the works of my 

forefiithers 
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ferefatherSy for delineations of '^ doubk pa-- 
rapet 5 y flanked with baftions and curtains** 

From the dock yards we went widi a 
fimDar letter of recommendation to Capt, 

P , of the Formidable, The whole 

fleet was at that time riding at Spithead, 
and to thofe who are unacquainted with 
naval exhibitions^ no ipedlacle can be more 
ftnking. Upon our arrival on board, we 
underfk)od that the Captain was on fhore» 
but one of the Lieutenants conducted us 
over every part of the fliip,. And here I 
can but mention, with fincere and grateful 
pkafure, that uncommon politenefs and at- 
tention which the officers of our navy fhew 
to thole ftrangers who go on board. The 
midfhipmen feem to have a miierable birth^ 
being confined in a finall hole, without any 
light, but that proceeding from the fbrry 
glimmering of a tallow candle, and with 
juft air enough to vegetate. My com- 
panion amufed. himielf with making com- 
pariibns between the army and the navy — 
and indeed, the appearance of the naval 

officers 
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officers in general, rather favours of the tnal^ 
proprCy when placed by the fide of a fprucc 
military beau. But furely, whoever con- 
fidcrs the amazing utility of our navy, the 
exertions of our feamen, their bravery> and 
the great hardfliips they undergo, will ne- 
ver draw the line of comparifMi between a 
Britifh feilor, and the generality of tliofc 
cfieminate, finical, puppies, who perfume 
the parades— unlefs it be, to exalt and re- 
vere the noble character of the fbns cS^ 
Neptune. 

When we had finifhed our walk over 
the fhip, we were led into the wardroom^ 
and introduced to the lieutenants. Here 
our conduftor prefled us to ftay; " Our 
tea," iays he, " is prepared, and if you can 
put up with a filer's fare, we heartily invite 
you to partake of it/' We were obfigcd to 
decline this kind invitation^ but I could not 
leave the fhip, although as genuine a land- 
lubber as any within the found of Bow beli^ 
without regretting my inability to pafs a 
few hours in fuch pleafing company. 

3 We 
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We were fcarce feated in our little duft/^ 
dirty room, at the Crown, before our valet 
and fic-totum, Jeremy, came running in, 
with wildeft marks of conftemation in 
his phiz, to tell us, that tbey bad put 
6m into a room amongji foldiers^ and a done^ 
a-^many people ! This Jeremy was a country 
feDow, that had been educated to the pro* 
feflion of the comb, and ufed to attend us 
three times a week at H — , as our fole de- 
pendance in the article of frizzing. I had 
£>und him to be honeft and iimple, and had 
faired him to attend us, like another la FJeur, 
jack of all trades, yet mafler of none« He 
bad never been fifty miles fi-om his own 
door, and fouini the bufUe of the wide 
world replete with difficulty and alarm. 
London feared him out of his wits, and 
Portfinouth did not promife to reftore them. 
The iniide of a large inn, was a icene that 
filled him with terror and apprehenfion, and 
what with bowing to the waiters, and run- 
ing againA the cooks, he got kicked by one, 
and puihed by the other, until able to fup- 

port 
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port it no longer, he flew to us for fhelter 
and protedion* 

Leaving Portfinouthy we embarked in a 
finall packet-boat for the 

ISLE OF WIGHT, 

The approach to this ifland is foil of agrK 
mens. The country every where rifes 
from the fea, diverfified with abundance of 
wood and pafhire, and feems to fmile in the 
richnefs of its fertility. It poflefles the beft 
of all the produftions of England, and feems 
as if old Albion's genius had prefented it 
upon the bofbm of the vsraters, as an elegant 
fiunple of the beauties and bleflings of Bri- 
tain. We drank our tea at 

c o w £ 8, 

a final! and narrow town on the fea fhore, 
and then proceeded to 

NEWPORT, 

the capital of the ifland. I had often an- 
nexed 
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nexed an idea of neatnefs and comfort to 
this ifle and its inhabitants, and it gave me 
pleafiire to find that, at leaft, in one inftance, 
diiappointment was not the confequence of 
a £uiguine expedation • Every thing around 
me teamed with fertility, and every houfe, 
and every inhabitant, wore the veftiges of 
opulence, induftry,^ and cleanlinefs. To 
tho£e, who have been confined amidft the 
dirt of the metropolis, or the filth of Portf- 
mouth, who have fpeculated with delight 
upon the diftant hopes of rural retirement, a 
vifit to this illand muft be a treat indeed. 
In Newport, the houies are neither fliowy 
nor magnificent, but there is a degtee of 
neatnefs and fimplicity yifible in every ftreet, 
that calls to one's mind the wonderfiil 
propreti of thoie renowned villages in North 
Holland, Sardam and Brook. We ilept 
in comfort at the Bugle Inn, and in thq 
morning drove a light gig as fiir as 

STEEPHILL, 

the ibuthermoft point of the ifland. With- 
in a quarter of a mile of this fpot, we were 

D fuddenly 
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Suddenly ilruck with flich a ftupendous 
profpe^ of the fez, the cliffs, &c. as to 
excite a momentary degree of apprehenfion 
for our own fafety, at iuch an amazing 
height. The hill here becomes fo fteep, 
that it is almoft impoflible for any vehicle 
whatever, to proceed, either up or down. 
Leaving the chaife to our guide, we alighted^ 
and walked down to a finall cottage, hanging 
in a manner peculiarly romantic from the 
fide of the cliff, (clofc to this fpot ftands Mr. 
ToUemache's elegant little villa, the views 
fix)m which are the moft wild and pidhiref- 
que of any in the ifland.) A neat refpe<a- 
able looking woman, brought us in a colla- 
tion of eggs, cold fowl, and brown bread — 
at the fame time making a curtfey, fhc told 
us we need not be afhamed of her little 
cottage, for that the Duke of Wirtembcrg 
had, a few days before, dined in the very^ 
room we were in, and that if we would 
pleafe to look round, we Ihould find the 
names of many very great perlbnages wha 
had honoured her with a vifit^ The walls 
were abfolutely black with the number of 

thofe 
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thoie adventurers^ who having the ^^ Caco^ 
etbes /cribendif' to a degree oi furor ^ at- 
tempt to immortalize themfelves upon 
eveiy wall, and every window, they come 
near. It might truly be &id of our good 
landlady, 

^ Tbi walls tfber cell were infculptut^d arwni^^ 

The climate here is fo remarkably fine, 
that one may apply the £une remark 
an ancient author does of Baise, 

Nullus in or be locus Balls prcelucet ahuznis. 

This little ipot is fb much flieltered from the 
wind and the tempefts, that myrtles grow 
fpontaneoufly. We obferved a fig tree, 
at this early ieaibn of the year, abiblutely 
bending beneath the weight of its fruit. 

Returning to Newport, we pafled by the 
delightful feat of Sir Richard Worfley, 
Apledurcombe, iituated pleafantly under 
a hill. On each fide of the road, the fields 
of peafe^ beans, &c. perfumed all the air. 
Not a mile was palled over without regret, 

D 2 and 
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and as we returned again to Newport, I 
could not help lamenting the fhort period 
allotted for our continuance in fo delightfiil 
afpot. 

We next vifited the ancient 

CASTLE OF CARISBROOK. 

This fortrefs was originally founded by one 
of the Saxons, who firft landed in Britain. 
At the Norman conquefl, it was confidered 
as a place of great ftrength, but in the reign 
of Henry the Firft, it was pulled down, and 
a more magnificent ftrudture ereded in its 
ftead. The profpe& from the walls is more 
delightful than can be conceived, but what 
renders this place peculiarly remarkable, is, 
that not thirteen months previous to the 
death of Charles the Firft, that unhappy 
monarch was confined here. Soon after his 
efcape from Hampton Court, being cloiely 
purfued by his enemies, he formed die refb- 
lution of vifiting the Ifle of Wight, and ap- 
plied to Mr. Hammond, the governor, for 
protection, in order to expedite more effec- 

tqally 
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toalfy his paffiige to France. This gende^ 
man having married a daughter of the illuf* 
trious Hampden^ and being befides a fincere 
fiiend to Cromwell, fent immediate notice 
to Parliament, and received orders to keep 
die king a clofe prifbner, without fuffering 
him to be feen by any of his fiiends. The 
circumftances fubfequent to his confine* 
menty are too well known to require any 
iOttftFation, but the remarkable words 
of the king, upon finding himielf be* 
trayed, and a prifoner, are well worthy of 
nodce. ** ^bere are but fenv Jieps between 
tbe prijbns and the granges of princes V* 

From Carifbrook we proceeded once 
mme to Cowes, and there hired a fbaiaU 
veflel to conduct us to 

so UT HAMP TON. 

Excepting only the Bay of Naples, and that 
of Dublin, the paflage from Cowes, up the 
river to Southampton, prefents the finefl 
piece of water in the world. We had, 
however, fuch a windy and turbulent ex- 

curiion. 
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curfion^ and the Tea broke over our little bark 
with fo much violence, that I was willing 
to defcend into the cabin and take a nap* 
This I fbon found was impoflible, for ibme 
hospitable foul, had fo plied our valet with 
the good things of the ifland, that he forgot 
all his fears, and made a moft terrible noife. 
Endeavouring to give the man at the hdm 
a portion of our rum» his foot flipped^ and 
down came poor Jeremy into the cabin, at 
the fame time, by way of an c^iate, pre- 
lenting the contents of his tumbler in 
my face. After entering the mouth of the 
bay, the profped: became exceflively fine. 
A rich country riies on each fide, fiom the 
banks of an extenfive piece of water, 
and at a diftance is feen Southampton, 
with its packets, hoys, trading veflels, &c« 
riding before it. The town is handfbme 
and well biiilt ; the ftreets are broad, and 
excellently paved, and the fhops feem to 
vie with tho& of London, in their appear- 
ance» 

Southampton 
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Southampton is pkafantly fituated be^ 
twccn the rivers Teft and Itching^ both of 
which are navigable for a confiderable way 
up the countiy. It is at prefent furround^ 
ed bjr a wall, built of very hard Aone^ re-» 
fembling thpfe little white fhell$» like 
hcmeycombs^ that grow on the back of 
ojrfters. It is ftill a confiderable place, and 
during the ieafbn for bathing, numbers of 
the nobili^, and of the Aeau monde^ reibrt 
to it. Neverthelefs, the trade of South* 
ampton has made a great decline lince the 
beginning of the kfl century. The coun^ 
try around it is well cultivated, and its al- 
fauemeiits, fuch as they are, attract a Vane* 
ty of both fexes, in the purfuit of health, 
pkafure, and di(Spation« 

From Southampton we went towards 

SALISBURY, 

and on the road, faw the elegant feat of 
Lord Palmerfton. There are in it fbmc 
fine paintings. The rooms are finall, but 
fitted up with grc« tafte. They fhcw you 
. 3 lic« 
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here a beautiful dairy of white marble. 
The veilels which contain the milk, &c. 
are all of Wedgwood's ware. The ftrait 
roads leading to Salifbury, have a moft dif^ 
agreeable efiedt. I have often remarkedjr 
that one feels more fatigue, and the atten- 
tion becomes more wearied, by pafiing over 
one mile in a right line, than by proceed^ 
ing double that diftance in a ferpentine 
diredion. This efiedt is rendered itill 
more tedious, by an open flat country, fot 
the eye taking in at one view every object 
around, has no iburce for varie^ afterwards. 

It was about fix in the evening when we 
arrived at Salifbuiy, and being Sunday, the 
fhops were all fhut, and every thing appear- 
ed to diiad vantage. However, as a city, it 
is but a ihabby place, and was it not for 
the Cathedral, vtdth the wonders of Stone- 
henge, I fhould fuppofe no one would be 
led here by motives of curiofi^. The 
fbeets are ill paved, and that famous cur- 
rent of water paffing through them, which 
the inhabitants pride themielves fo much 

upon. 
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up(m, carried with it a ray inelegant ap^* 
pearance. 

Saliflmiy, Btuated in a valley, about a 
mile to the fbuthward of Old Sartun, fbtnds 
on the confluence of three rivers, the A von» 
the Nadder, and the Willey. The Cfltthe^ 
dral is one of die moft elegant and regular 
godlic ftrudhiies in the kingd<»ii. At the 
time we vifited thiis fdace, it was under-« 
going great altecations. Orders had been 
ifliied that no perfoo ihould be admitted to 
lee k. This was a great diikppointment 
to us, as we had long fpeculated upon the 
hopes cf feeing Sali/bury Cadiedral. I wat 
at a kfs 1k>w to aA, but thinking our beft 
method would be to nu^e inunediate ap^ 
pficadbn to one of the Canons, I difpatched 
Jereo^ for that purpofe. In a fhort notCj^ 
I ilated our fituation to Mr. K k , and 
that gentleman, with much civility, not 
only gafve us his pemuffion to vifit the Ca« 
diedialy but aUb CQndu£bed us himfelf, and 
pointed out every objed: worthy our atten** 
tioii. To thofe who have vifited the cha-> 

E pel 
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pel of King's CoUegey in Cambridge, all 
the wonders of other Gothic buildings^ 
however fuperb or different in their ftruc- 
ture, fade away. The Cathedral at Salif- 
buiy is undoubtedly an afloniihing piece of 
architedhire, but fo very flight in its con- 
ftrudion, that the archited: feems rather 
to have confidered what he couUj than 
what he ought to do. A building may be 
too Hght» as well as too heavy, in its contour. 
It is built in the form of a lantern, with a 
fpire in the middle, having nothing but but* 
trefles, and glafs windows on the outfide^ 
without any wall. The crofs ifle is inex* 
preffibly beautiful. From the center of 
the roof, which is one hundred and fixteen 
feet high, rifes a beautiful fpire of free 
Aone, four hundred and ten feet hom the 
ground, fuppofed to be the tallefl in the 
kingdom. The outfide is magnificent, and 
adorned with beautiful fimplicity and ele- 
gance. The curious old tradition, con- 
cerning this Cathedral, which fince the 
days of Bifhop Poore, its founder, fiom the 
3 year 
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year X2I9» to 179I9 has been delivered 
through centuries to the prefent hour, 
ought not to be. omitted. 

'' As many days as in one year there be^ 

'* So many windfows in one church, we fee ; 

** As many marble pillars there appear^ 

" As there are hours throughout the fleeting year; 

''As many gates as moons one year do view* 

** Strange tale to tell, yet not more flrange than true."* 

The ipire, with its tower, refts iblely upon 
four pillars. Thefe have verged confidera* 
biy from their perpendicular, which has 
cauied the people of Salifbuiy to ftrengthen 
them with an additional arch. It is, how- 
ever, moft probable, that the ipire has re- 
mained in its preient ftate from the time of 
its firA fetdement/ and is likely to continue 
fo for ages. Great improvements are now 
carried on within the Cathedral, condudred 
by the ingenuity of Mr. Wyatt ; and thofe 
who have feen it in its former ftate, will 
hardly recognize the original, difguifed in 
its new form. The altar piece is removed 1 
a new organ is given by the King, and a 
fine painting of the refurre^on, executed 

E 2 by 
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by an artift at Birmingham^ in ftained glafd^ 
is about to be erected in the eaft window, 
over the altar. 

When the King came to vifit this 
Cathedral^ two intrepid fellows had feat- 
ed themfelves upon the crofs of the fpire, 
with flags in their hands. His Majefly, 
walking in the cloifters^ was fuddenly 
fiirprifed with the old ftave of " God fave 
great George our Kingl'* coming, as it 
were, from the clouds. Looking up^ he 
efpied thefe daring adventurers maintaining 
their flation, upon the pinnacle, in a high 
wind, with colours flying, and bellowing 
£}rth, *• fend him vidorious," in a degree 
of vehemence, that would have ftrained the 
very lungs of a Stentor. Such an unufual 
inilance of lo3ra]ty, did not &il of the deflred 
efl[edl, his Majefty ordered them both to be; 
rewarded. The manufadures of this city 
are fliannels, druggets, fciflars, &;c. . 

From Saliibmy we made an excurflon to 

WILTON, 

famous 
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fiunous for its carpet manuia6tory» but being 
preiTed for time, were unable to inipe<3: it. 
Our whole objeft was to procure a fight of 
the two greateft curiofities the country af- 
fords, and thefe are, Stone-henge and Wil- 
ton-houfe. The latter is the feat of the 
Earl of Pembroke. It was founded on 
the ruins of a fequeftered Abbey, towards 
the end of the reign of Henry the eighth, 
but not finished *till many years after. No 
expence has been fpared, no ingenuity want- 
ing, to render it the moil fuperb edifice in 
England, as well as the mofl magnificent 
repofitory of ftatues, buflo's, paintings, &c. 
that any individual in this kingdom can 
boaft of. To attempt a minute defcrip- 
tbn, would not only be abfurd, but on my 
part impoflible. The catalogue has already 
fwelled to a volume, and that too, of fuch 
a fize, as would put to flight all my endea- 
vours to particularize. At the- feme time, 
it may not be improper to mention a few of 
thofe antiquities, which flruck me as being 
the moft remarkable. As we advanced be*- 
fore the facade of the houfe^ our attention 

was 
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was caught by a beautiful column of white 
Egyptian granatc. The fliaft is of one 
piece, and weighs between fixty'and fevcnty 
hundred weight. On the top, which is about 
thirty two feet from the ground, ftands a fine 
ftatue ofVenus, the fame that was erefted be- 
fore the Temple of Venus Genetrix, by Julius 
Csefar. A Corinthian capital, and a bafe of 
white marble have been added to it ; and 
fince it fell among the ruins of Rome, it 
has never been eredted until it was brought 
here. On the lower fillet of this column, 
are five letters, which having the proper 
vowels fupplied, make AJiarte^ the name 
by which Venus was worfhipped among the 
ancient eaftern nations. In one of the 
niches of the pedeflal, is an uncommon 
fine ftatue of Venus. She is reprefented as 
picking a thorn out of her foot, and it is 
really impofiible to convey an idea of the 
inimitable turn of her body, and the ex- 
preflion of pain in her countenance. The 
porch leading to the veftibule, was built by 
Hans Holbein. In a pafiage beneath the 
tower of the great gateway, is a ftatue of 

Shakefpeare 
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Slmkeipcare. The attitude is the fame as 
that in Wcftminiler Abbey; the infcrip- 
tion differs^ being taken from Macbeth. 

** Life*s but a walking fiiadow> a poor j^layer 
** That ftruts and frets his hour upon the fiagCt 
** And then is heard no more.'* 

The geometrical ftaircafe is beautiful, 
and is at the fame time a curiofity, it being 
the iirfl of the kind ereded in Britain. Of 
the paintings, I think no one equalled a 
whole length of Democritus, by Spagnolef. 
There was fbmething of ill-nature and con- 
tempt, exprefTed in his farcaflic grin^ be- 
yond any thing I ever faw. Beneath a glafs 
cafe in one of the rooms, is an exquifite 
piece of fculpture. It reprefents the rape of 
the Sabines, and is executed in one entire 
block of marble. Great part of Wilton 
Houfe was built under the diredlion of Inigo 
Jones. The grounds about it are remark- 
ably fine. The river Willey is formed into 
a canal before the houfe, and over it is 
crcAed that beautiful flrufture, the Palla- 

dian 
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dian Bridge* which fo jufUy excites the ad* 
miration of its numerous vifitants. The 
profpe&s from the houfe are delightful; 
the objedls confift of the garden* the river, 
the bridge* the water*&ll* a piazza* the 
front of the ftables by Inigo Jones* a wood 
in the park upon a hill* the engine-houfe 
with two ornamental fix)nts* the cold-bath* 
and upon it a compleat caft of the fine flatue 
of Antoninus at Rome* an arcade* and at a 
diflance* rifing over the water among the 
trees* not only the ipire* but the whole wefl 
front of Sali&uiy Cathedral* Clarendon 
Park, with the adjacent country. From 
this paltry infignificant outline* I leave the 
perufer of thefe pages to form his own opi- 
nion* as to the wonders of Wilton. I am 
neither willing nor able to give him a bet- 
ter* and mufl beg leave to inform him, that 
the whole of my remarks were colleAed 
from the curfbry obiervations that could be 
made during a ihort excurfion in a fbny 
Salifbuiy gig. To form a juft idea of this 
magnificent mufeum* a man mufl vifit it 
himfelf i to give any adequate defcription of 

it. 



.-^-'»' 



r*-*» 



^' 



.V 



y 



.JzZzn^ <f/n;::A^im£;A.enae^ em. ,M/uvu'iy.^—JZxm^. 



^ 



r 







of 



JaUdkmrr 



I 



Q 



t 



O 
O 



% 



% 



% 



\\ 







^^ 











4? 



^ 






r 









JHumeUr 0f Ike i>iUmaid Cink m A»t. 



SOVTB OV BNQLAND, tlX. Qff 

lU he muil be pofTcfled of tafte» learnings 
and ingenuity. He muft be mailer of his 
own time, and pemiitted to examine it at 
his leifure- Nothing muft be reprefented 
in a hafty manner, nothing omitted. The 
whole isjuftj regular, and great; condufted 
with fpirit, and combined with ability. 
You may conceive then, reader, what an 
undertaking a true reprefentation would 
prove. 

From Wilton we went to 

STON£-H£N6E» 

and notwithAanding the rebuffs of the r^in 
and the wind, had ipirit enough of the anti* 
quarian to venerate and admire this ftupen^ 
dous monument of our forefathers. In the 
middle of a barren plain, where hardly a 
tree is vifible, or any vefHge of hmnan ha- 
bitation, thefe gigantic pillars of ftone pre- 
fent their aged boibms to the aflonifhed 
fpedator. How they could be brought 
here, and when brought, how placed in the 
regular geometrical order, in which they 

F now 
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now ftand, is miraculous. It has (uflfercd 
much from the rude hands of barbarians ; 
much from length of time, and more than 
all, from the prying fingers of • curiofity, 
which has induced many to dig, and injure 
the foundation. The general opinion, with 
regard to this enormous fabric, is, that it 
was a temple built by the Druids, for the 
cxercife of their religious fundtions, or for 
aibononiical obfervations . Antiquaries have 
puzzled their heads for ages, in deciding' 
upon the probability of their different afler- 
tions.* They have meafured the angles of 

the 

* In a work by Inigo Jones, intitledi " The antiqtuties of 
"Stone-kenget on Salijbary Pleun^ refiored^** publiflied after the 
death of that celebrated archlted, by Mr. John Webb, tn 
the year 1655, after much reafoning, and a long feries of 
authoritiesi he concludes at lad, that this ancient and ftu- 
' pendous pile, mud have been originally a Roman Temple 
•infcribed to Caelus, the fenior of the Heathen gods, and 
.built after the Tufcan order. Mr. Jones's fcheme, how- 
ever fupported by learning and argument, did not yet 
give a general fatisfadlion. His notion was warmly at- 
tacked by a Dr. Walter Charleton, in a Treatife called 
* Chorea GigarUum^ which was publiibed in 1663, and here 
the Do<5lor is very pofitive, that this extraordinary monu- 
ment was tTt&jcd by the Danes. This brought on a con- 
tro^rfy, which left the world as much in darkneis as ever. 
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the trilithons, and taken the length, breadth, 
and thicknefs, of the impofts; they have 
defcribed, with wonderful accuracy, the 
exaft diameters of the circular ranges, and 
in fpite of the ^ tradition, which threatens 
with deilru6tion the author of fuch an un- 
dertaking, they have afcertained the precife 
number of the ftoncs. The fyftem of the 
ftrudlure being finally delineated, they pro-, 
ceed to account for its appearance, by af- 
cribing it to the devout labours of the 
Druids. But how (hall we account for the 
methods which they purfued to raife it ? In. 
a country, without a ftone quarry, where did 
they procure the flones ? allowing, what 

F 2 fomc 

% 

f The common people about Stone-henge entertain a 
notkm* that no one could ever count the number of the 
fiones^astheynowftand; and that, ihould any one fucoeed 
in this attempt, inftant death would be the asnfequence of 
his temerity. Sir Philip Sidney, in his fonnet of the won- 
ders o& England, feeros to agree in opinion with the firft 
port of this aflcrtion, as he fays« 

— ^Near Wilton fweet, huge heaps of (lone are foundf 
But fo confiis'd that neither any eye 
Can count them juft, nor reafon reafon try, 
What force brought them to fo unlikely ground* 
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ibme fuppofe> that they are a fpecies of 
Purbcck marble, by what means were they 
brought from that peninfula ? or adopting 
the opinion of others, refpedting their being 
dug at Anbuiy,can we fuppofe that machines 
were found in the neighbourhood of Marl- 
borough for the purpofe of conveying 
them, conftrudted by a people totally un- 
acquainted with the mechanical powers ? 
ftM" my part, I am a little of our valet Jere- 
my's opinion, who exclaimed upon the firft 
view of this place, that ** It muji have been 
a tedious great waggon, to bring Jucb Jiones 
over Salifiury Plains!'' Every idea one 
forms of Stone-henge, is iaint, except thofe 
we receive upon the fpot, in the contempla- 
tion of its awful chaiins and ftupendous 
features. It confifts of two circular, and 
two oval ranges of rough ftones, having one 
common center. The outer circle con^ 
tains a diameter of one hundred and eight 
feet. In its original flate» it confiiled of 
thirty upright ftones, feventeen of which 
are flill eredt, and feven more lying on 
the ground, fbme whole, and others bro- 
ken* The upright ftones are from eigh- 
teen 



.to twenty feet high, from fix to feven feet 
broad, and about three feet thicks Thefe are 
placed at tiegular difbtnces from each other^ 
and joined at the top by impofts^ with ten« 
ons, fitted to mortices, for retaining them in 
due pofitiofi. The inner circle is about 
eight feet fit>m the outer one, and Confifled 
of fbr^ iiones, nineteen of which ftill re^ 
main, eleven ereA, and eight upon the 
ground. Between thefe two circles, is a 
walk of about three hundred feet in clr-* 
cumferenCe. During the reign cf Henry 
the eighth, feme labourers dug up a tin 
plate at Stone-henge, oh which feveral 
uncouth charaSers were engraven. Anti- 
quarians have long lamented the lofs of this 
valuable relic. The labourers, fuppofing 
it of no value, deflroyed it, and thus vanifh- 
cd the only gleam of light that ever has, 
or perhaps ever will, appear to explain the 
real origin of this remarkable febric. For 
a confiderable diflance round Stone-^henge^ 
are feen burrows of earth neatly covered 
with turf, furrounded at the fame time by a 
feiall .feffe, and raifed into the fhape of a 
bell. Such of thefe as have been opened, 

contained 
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contained humaji bones, zfhcs, inftraments 
of war, &c. In that which Dr. Stukely 
opened, was found, among other things, 
the jaw and collar bone of a human figure 
entire ; it was fuppofed to have been a fe- 
male, by the trinkets, &c. buried with it. 
A javelin found at the fame time induced 
this learned antiquary tofuppofe, the perfbn 
buried had been a heroine, and, from other 
circumftances, that fhe was fourteen years 
of age. The trinkets confifted of a variety 
of amber and glafs beads, of different fhapes 
and colours, together v^th a bodkin, roimd 
at one end, and pointed at the other. 

From Stone-henge we returned over thofe 
dreary plains to Salifbury; and in the morn- 
ing took poft chaifes for Weymouth. In 
our way we pafled through 

BLANDJ'ORD, 

a large populous town, fituated on the 
banks of the river Stour, and furrounded by 
delightful meadows^ and well cultivated 
fields. Alfo 

DORCHESTER, 



tOl^TH or BNaL'AUDy ftc. $9 

DORCHESTER, 

£unous fi>r health and beer; the principal 
town in Dorfetfhire, and remarkable for its 
antiquity, having been one of the winter 
ftations of the Romans, and ufed, after their 
(feparture fix)m Britain, by the Saxons, who 
defended it for a confiderable time againft the 
Danes. In the neighbourhood of Dorchef- 
ter, are feveral remains of Rom^ antiquity, 
Amongfl others, part of a noble amphithea- 
tre, a wall which inclofes the town, a camp, 
and their highway, entering the town on 
the weft, called Iknening Street. After 
leaving Dorchefter, the road gradually de* 
fcends to 

WEYMOUTH, 

the view of which, as you approach it, is 
very fine. The profpeft coniifts of the 
town, fituated in a low, but agreeable fpot, 
conunanding at the fame time the fea, and 
a diflant view of the Ifle of Portland. 
Weymouth is a little, narrow, dirty place, 
iU-paved, and irregularly built. The new 

3 ilreet. 



ifaeet, called the Efplanade, is well fitua* 
ted, and fiicing the fea, has a handfbme ap- 
pearance. It refembles that part of Brig^- 
ton which wears the lame afped. Was it 
not &e its bathing place, and the late vifits 
of the King, few would refort to Wey- 
mouth 6x the pleafure it afSbrds. It has, 
perhaps* the fineft fliore for bathing in the 
whole woiid. A fine clear fea, with a 
beautiful <;prpet of white iand gradual^ 
declining, invites eyen the moil timid to 
the luxury of the water. 

A little to the fouth of Weymouth, is 
the penvifula of 

PORTLAND. 

It is commonly called an ifland, but with- 
out juitice, as it is connedled widi the oiaiii 
land^ by a large bank, or breach of final! 
ftoneSy thrown up at different times by the 
vicdence of the lea. We made an excur-« 
fion over the whole of this little fpot, ia 
one of thoie jolting vehicles^ fiiipended 
upon fprings^ but in other reipe^ like a 

common 
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common cart^ which are conftruded for the 
purpofe of conveying Grangers round the 
peniniiila. It is feven miles in circum« 
ference, and has within it (even villages. 
The ftone here, fo well .known hy the 
name of the place, is exceeding hard, and 
the whitefl of any in England. St. Paul's^ 
the Monument, Weftminfter- Bridge; &c. 
were built with it. The whole of this 
place appeared to us like one continued rock 
of ftone, rifing from, the fca. The poor 
people of the villages brought out pewter 
diihes^ containing a variety of natural curio-* 
fides. They are dug in the quarries, and 
confift chiefly of pebbles, petrefa£tions» 
fpkal ihells, and a fpecies of ftone, fo 
exadly refembling fugar-candy, that ftran- 
gers are often deceived by it. We en- 
tered the imn^enfe quarry from which 
the ftone is dug. They firft ieparate it 
by gun-powder, and afterwards fhape it into 
cubic blocks, of three or four tons weight. 
Thefe are moved with an unconunon de- 
gree of labour, on fledges, and drawn by 
horfes to the fea. From thence they are 

G fhipped 
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flipped off to different parts of the king-* 
dom. To fee what a horfe is able to per- 
fi)nn> one fhould pay a viiit to Portland. 
Jt is really incredible what they are inured 
to in this place. I izw a horie^ as is often 
the cafe in the neighbourhood of the Aone 
quarries^faftened behind a block of four tons, 
which he was endeavouring to fuflain by 
leaning back upon his haunches. If it 
was not for this precaution, the flone, in 
deicending a hill, would fbmetknes over-* 
whehn both the driver and his team. The 
poor beaft was no fooner placed there, than 
he fquatted upon his hind quarters, and for 
half a mile, ^ in proceeding down the hiU, 
continued to fUde on, exerting his utmofl 
ilrength in keeping back the load which 
the refl were drawing forwards. So great 
is the exertion ufed upon this occaiion, that 
few horfes fupport it for any length of time, 
and the ufual confequence is, that the ani- 
ptial founders and dies. From^ the quarries 
we came to the light houfes, two edifices, 
which have been eredted by a liberal con- 
tribution, for the guidance of veflels on this 

3 dangerous 
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dangerous coaft. One of thefc coft, in bu3d- 
ing, two thoufand pounds. It riies in a 
cylindrical column of Portland ftone, to 
the height of fixty or feventy feet. At 
the top are placed a number of the patent 
lamps» each arranged in fuch a man- 
ner, between a refledor and a lens» as 
to throw a powerful light to an immenfe 
diftance. There is before every lamp a lens 
of glafs, convexed outwardly, five inches and 
a half in thicknefs, and twenty inches in 
breadth. Thefe alone coft fifty pounds each. 
The refleftors are of copper, concave, and 
plated with filver, which has a very high 
polifh. Over the entrance, at the jottom^ 
is a marble flab with this infcription. 

" FOR THE DIRE'^TION AND COMFORT 

OF ^EAMENi 

FOR THE BENEFIT AND SECURITY 

OF COMMBRCB, 

AMD 

FOR A LASTING MEMORIAL 

or BRITISH HOSPITALITY 

TOALLNATIONS, 

THIS LIGHT HOUSE WAS ERECTSO> 

G 2 Proceeding 
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Proceeding in our jolting machine^ we 
came to a hole about five feet wide, which 
fent up a noife like " the rufhing of 
mighty waters/' Here our guide flop- 
ped, and alighting faid, " This is Keeve's 
hole ; mofl people call it a great curiofity/* 
I approached the edge to examine it, and 
looking down, faw the fea at a great 
diflance below me, dafhing and foam- 
ing over huge fragments of flone. De- 
firing to be more acquainted with a 
phenomenon, apparently fb extraordinary, 
I addrefled myfelf to our guide, and afk- 
ed him if any perlbri had ever defcended 
into the hole. He faid that no gentleman 
had ever ventured, but that the boys of 'ic 
iHand frequently did, and the general opi- 
nion was, that a fubterraneous cavern, ori- 
ginating from the fea, proceeded through 
the whole ifland. By flepping from oric 
fragment to the other, I contrived to de- 
fcend below the roof of the cavern. Here, 
feated upon one of the mofl prominent 
points of the rock, I had an opportunity of 

contemplating 
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contemplating a fpeftacle fb truly awful 
and iublime, as to beggar every power of 
dcfcription. Impelled by the fame motives 
of curiofity, many may have ventured to 
explore it^ as I did ; but I am confident 
the fame refledlion arofe from the view of 
it. That it is one, among the ftupendousi 
features of nature, which can only be con- 
ceived by thofe, who contemplate its beau- 
ties on the fpot; and in all attempts to 
depi£ture it, whether by the pencil, or the 
pen, however lively the delineation, it muft 
&11 (hort of the original. And this is one 
of the firft emotions which a traveller feels, 
in beholding the magnificence of nature— 
a confcioufnefs of the impbffibility of re- 
taining, or relating, the impreffions it af- 
fords : inafinuch, as it is beyond the power 
of mechanifin, to give to inanimate matter 
the glow and energy of life. I found it to 
be indeed. a cavern, not as our guide had 
defcribed it, proceeding through the whole 
ifland, but fuch as amply repaid me for my^ 
trouble. Winding from its entrance> into 

the 
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the heart of the fblid flone» it forms Co 
large a cavity, that fhips, ia ftrefs of wea- 
ther, have put into it for Ihelten From 
the peculiar advantage of my fituation, I 
beheld at the fame time the v^hole of 
this wonderful place ; from the prodigious 
arches which form its mouth, unto its ut- 
moil extent behind. The fea gufhed in 
with a force, that threatened to overwhelm 
me in its foam, and fubfiding among the 
rocks, roared in rough furgcs below. Vaft 
maffes of ftone had, from time to time, fal- 
len among the huge pillars that fupported 
the roof, and by the ponderous chafms, 
which every where appeared, many more 
feemed to tremble, and menace a terrible 
falL I looked around me with aftoniih- 
ment, and felt what an iniignificant litde 
mite I was, creeping about among the 
fearful and wonderful works of God. I 
could have remained for hours in my fub- 
terranean abode. A reverie, which would 
have continued unbroken, until put to 
flight by the (hades of the evening, fucceed- 
ed to the afloniihment I was at firfl thrown 
♦ into* 
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mto. But in the world above I had com-^ 
panions of a more reftlefs nature, who foon 
loufed me with their bawling, and by a 
ihout of impatience ihapped the thread of 
my meditations. 

The ibil of Portland affords rather aa 
unplealing aiped. With hardly a mark of 
fertility, or the grateful features of wood 
and paflure, the whole fpot appears bleak 
and barren. The poor, though well pror 
vided for in other refpeAs, experience a^ 
gieat fcarcity of fuel. Necef&ty has, how-; 
cvei^ taught them to fubflitute the dung c{ 
cattle in its flead. They apply it wet to 
the walls, and the fides of their houfesy 
where it adheres until it is fit for ufe, when 
they colled: it together, and burn it, as the 
poor in other parts of England confume 
peat. 



Returning to Weymouth, we dined, and 
took a pofl chaife to 



BRIDPORT, 



alow» 



,'TOUA TBAOUOH TRB 

a k>w» unhealthy^ antiquated^ borough 
town. It is mentioned & far back as the 
leign of Edward the Confeflbr. Our ftay 
here was as fhort as we could make it^ fince 
we found no allurements^ either of nature 
or of art. Jeremy, having met with ibme 
febufFs, either from his grace, the waiter, 
or his highneis at the bar, betrayed his im- 
patience to get forward, by his eagemefs in 
ailifting the poftillion. " How now, Jere- 
my!'' faid I, '^you are more alert than 
oiiial !" *' The matter's eye, fir, makes 
the horfe fat I I loft a leather flrap at Wey« 
mouth, and as this ieems to be a rum place^ 
I'll take a fquint at the length of their fin* 
gers, foe fear the trunk fhodd go too." 

From Bridport we came to 

A X M I N S T £ R, 

£unous all over Europe for its carpet manu- 
faftory. I was furprifed to find fuch a 
little, paltry place, the origin of fb much 
magnificence.. The manufactory is all the 

property 
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property of one man. The work is chiefly 
done by women. We faw forty of thefe 
employed ; the pattern lays , before them, 
and with their fingers .they weave the 
whole. This they execute with great 
quicknefs, and it is amufijog to obf^rve, how 
&ft the moft elegant defies are traced out 
by the fingers of old .women and children. 
They were then employed in weaving a 
large carpet for Lord, Harewood, late Mr. 
Laicelles, which was to coft one hundred 
and forty pounds. A workfhop is alio 
building, iolely fpr the purpofe of] making 
a fingle carpet for the Emprefs of Ruilia. 

Lcavmg Axminfler, we proceeded to 

H o N I T o N, 

and defceilding a hill into the town, had 
Sot a mile and a . half, one of the fineft 
profpedls in England. Indeed, from, the 
great richnefs and fertility of the country, 
Devonfhire abounds in beautiful pxofpedls. 
Honiton is populous and flourifhing* The 
mamifadlory of ferges is carried on here to 

H a con- 
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a conliderable extent. By this means, the 
poor of every age, and fex, find employ- 
ment, and the whole wears an appearance 
of induftry and fiiigality . A ftream of clear 
water pafTes on each fide, through aU the 
principal ilreets, a circumflance of efi!ential 
utility to the inhabitants, and fhould they be 
fubje Aed to a fimilar calamity, jivhich befel 
them by fire, above forty yesLTS ago, the 
dreadfiil effeds of it might be, in Ibme mea- 
fure, avoided. 

After leaving Honiton, we reached 

EXETER, 

about four o'clock in the afternoon. This 
city, the capital of the county of Devon, is 
large, aiiy, and capacious. One ftreet in 
particular, is of great extent, being near a 
mile in length, and at the fame time broad, 
end well fiirnifhed with fliops. Trade, in 
every form, looks brifk at Exeter, and was 
it not for the vile manner in which it is 
paved, few cities would rival it. It appears 
by one of the arches of the fbuth gate, that 

Exeter 
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Exeter was firft built by the Romans. At 
different periods^ a variety of Roman anti- 
quities have been found in the city and its 
environs. The Cathedral, like moft of our 
ancient edifices, was built by different pre- 
lates, at different times. It is a gothic 
ftrudure, dedicated to St. Peter, The 
manufadtories of Exeter are confined to the 
woollen trade, and vafi: quantities of ferge, 
cloth, &c. are exported fi-om this placQ to 
difierent parts of Europe. The amount of 
their exportation has been eftimated at a 
million fterling, which alone would render 
it a city of importance. Travellers meet 
with little or nothing w:orth feeing here. 
A Cathedral with a painted window, an 
extenfive terrace with fine profpedls, are 
all that would detain the curious. The 
method of loading hories here, is fingulan 
One hardly ever kcs a cart ; but the town 
is filled with poor half flarved fleeds, bend- 
ing beneath immenfe loads of bricks, hay, 
cabbages, faggots, &c. I myfelf faw a horie, 
with near four hundred weight of bricks 
piled upon his back; and it is ufual to fee 

H 2 one 
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one poor fteed moving flowly along, be- 
neath a column of hay, fufficient to load a 
cart. A number of genteel families have 
fixed their fefidence here, which in the 
old tour of Great- Britain, by De Foe, 
Richardfon, &c. is faid to be the origin of 
a tradition, " that two things are found in 
Exeter, which feldom meet any where elfe, 
trade and gentility." 

After we left Exeter, we pafTed through 

CHUDLEIGH, 

a confiderable market town, and 

ft 

ASHBURTON, 

dedicated almofl folely to the woollen trade, 
and came to 

IVY BRIDGE, 

a fingle houfe, for the accommodation of 
travellers, fituated mofl romantically on the 
banks of a river, whofe name I have forgot, 
but I believe it to be the Aune. This 

fingular 
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fingular current of water, prefcnts one con- 
tinued cataradt, idling among huge rocks 
and pebbles, and from its origin, until it 
difembogues itfelf in the fea, its channel is 
fretted with rock work. After a fhovver, 
or during heavy rains, it rufhes foaming over 
its ftony bed, with a roaring noife, and 
bringing along with it ponderous mafles of 
rocks, they are heard to ftrike againft one 
another, with a report like that of a cannon. 
I lamented that I had not a more perfe(fi 
view of this river. It was near midnight 
when we reached Ivy Bridge, and being 
prefTed for time, I was obliged to creep 
along its banks, and explore it by moon« 
light. Even this pleafure would have ef- 
caped me, if it had not been for Jeremy, 
who not being fo attentive to the length of 
their fingers bere^ as at Bridport, or not io 
anxious for the welfare of his leather ftraps^ 
had flrolled, while the horfes were getting 
ready, to poke about, for what he deemed 
Cowrofitiesy and returned eager to communi- 
cate his difcoveries. All the country about 
Ivy Bridge, is uncommonly beautiful ; at 

leail. 
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Icaft, fiom the obfervadons I was enabled 
to make» by the light of a full moon^ and a 
clear iky, I had not feen any where, fet- 
ting afide the wild romantic fcenes in the 
Ifle of Wight, a country fo richly diverfi- 
fied as this. 

We pafled through the town of Plymouth 
to the 

DOCK. 

It may perhaps appear lingular, that I fhould 
thus pafs negligently over Pl3rmouth, and 
proceed immediately to the defcription of a 
place, which is entirely the offspring of 
the other. The reafbn is this, the town 
of Plymouth, although rich and populous, 
does not afford that excellent accommoda- 
tion to flrangers, which is met with at the 
Dock. They are two places entirely fepa- 
rated and diflin<% from each other. The 
dock-jrards, flore-houfes, and other offices 
belonging to the royal navy, are fituated 
about two miles difhmt from Plymouth. 
By this means has been formed, by gradual 

3 increaie 
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increafe of inhabitants, what might be ftiled 
a new edition of Plymouth^ in' every refpeft 
more fumptuous and inviting than the ori- 
ginal. We found here a handfome town, 
well built, paved, broad and elegant. It is 
larger than Plymouth, and in the peculiar 
beauty of its fituation, far exceeds it. A 
finall arm of the fea feparates it from 

MOUNT EDGECUMBE, 

the beautiful refidence of the Earls of that 
name. A feny is formed at this place, 
which we crofled on the morning after our 
arrival. They fay his Majefty was not 
much pleafed with Mount Edgecumbe, in, 
his late vifit to that delightful fpot. With 
all due deference to our Sovereign's tafle, 
it might be wifhed, that in this inflance, 
atleafl:, his opinion had been fuppreffed. 
When I lay his Majefly was dilplwled and 
diiappointed in his excuriion to Mount 
Edgecumbe, I would only infer, that from 
the general report, he fo exprefTed himfelf. 
Nothing here is forced, nothing formal. 

nature 
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Nature reigns fupreme» wild^ fimple> and 
frequently contraifting her features to a 
frown> aiTumes an appearance^ grand, iub- 
lime, and awful. Wherever you walk, the 
winds bring odours. Around you extends 
romantic fcenery, continually varying, aqd 
ever beautiful. 



** Nor God» nor Goddds, great or fmall, 
•• That dwelling his or hcr's may call ; 
** I made Mount Edgecombe for you all. 



•f 



£dd the poet Lyttleton^ in a happy moment 
of conception, and celebrated Mount Edge- 
cumbe, as formed for a union of benignant 
beings. Lord Valletort, the only fbn of the 
Earl of Edgecumbe, has contributed much 
to the improvement of the place, and flill 
continues, with great delicacy of tafle, to 
add new beauties to the fcene. The plea- 
fure ground is formed into a circumference 
of^five miles ; this affords a delightfiil ride, 
which will foon be extended to eight miles. 
Myrdes flourifh here like native fhrubs ; 
orange trees, citron, and lemon, are feen in 
the natural foil, and exotics, of every fpecies, 

live 
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live in the open air, and profper as in a 
green houfe. From various eminences^ 
you have extenfive proipeAs of the fea^ of 
Plymouth, of the dock yards, the town of 
Stonehoufe, the Ifland of St. Nicholas, 
Drake's Ifland, the ihipping, the light** 
houfe upon the Eddyftone rock, and all the 
country round. The houfe is fmall, when 
compared with the grounds around it. The 
apartments appear contradted, but the fur- 
niture and the ornaments are elegant and 
well fele£ted. In the hall, there are a 
number of beaudful pillars, which, with a 
variety of polifhed tables, and other ipeci* 
mens of the marble of the country, were 
dug from quarries in the neighbourhood of 
Plymouth. 

It is ufiial, in this part of the world, to 
fee women employed in the management 
of the ferry-boats. We were condudted, 
on our return to the dock, by two of thefc 
nautical females. From the fkill which 
they evinced in feathering the oars, and 
their dexterity in managing the fails, I do 

I not 
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not fee why his Majefty's navy might not 
be fuppiied, upon emergencies, with thefe 
aquatic amazons. Can any one 6y what 
the efFeft would be ? It would at leaft, in 
this experimental age, be an important at- 
tempt at improvement. Our feamen, when 
engaged by the fide of their fiivourite Sufans^ 
might exert themfelves with additional 
vigour, both from the fear of being excelled 
by women, and haply for the prefervation 
of thofe they love. At any rate, ft appears 
that many a female, who plies a bench of 
oars at Plymouth, would adom our navy 
full as much as the ranks of our army are 
difgraced, by a number of effeminate figures 
in icarlet, whom one fees daily, bepowdered, 
and perfumed, armed cap-a-pee for the 
parades. 

At Plymouth Dock there are poft chaifes 
always ready, in the ftreets, which ftand for 
hire, like the hackney coaches in London. 
Gn the evening of the next day, we went 
in one of thefe to 



PLYMOUTH, 



m 
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In order to obtain a more perfei^ idea of that 
place and its inhabitwts. It is a large old 
town, built upon an irregular plan; its 
ftreets are narrow, confined, and crowded. 
Like other fea ports, it is populous, and has 
the ufual appendages of dirt and noife. It 
is iaid to contain as many inhabitants as the 
City cS Exeter. Its port, which confifls of 
two harbours, capable of containingonethou-^ 
find fail, has rendered it one of the chief ma-r 
gazines in England. It i^ defended by feve-* 
ral forts, mounted with near three hundred 
ffius^ and particularly by a ftrong citadel 
ene&ed in the reign of Charles II, before 
the mouth of the harbour. This town, till 
the reign of Queen Elizabeth* fuffered great 
inconvenience from the want of frefli water. 
It is now well iiipplied by a fpring, which 
ri(es at the diftance <^ feven miles, the 
water of which was brought here at the 
expence of Sir Francis Drake, who was a 
native of this place. The inhabitants con«* 
fift chiefly of tradefmen, as the more gen- 
teel £tmilies refide at Dock, Stonehoufe, and 
lo the environs. The fhipping, veiTels of 

I 2 . trade. 
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trade^ ice. are brought to the very heart 
of the town^ fo that a perfon might, with 
eafe, leap from their prows into the fbeets. 

Returning from Plymouth on foot, I 
contrived to lofe both my way and my com- 
panion. I found myfelf afcending the 
fummit of a ileep hill, commanding a grand 
extenfi ve profped: of the fea, Drake's Ifland^ 
Stonehoufe, Pl3rmouth, and Dock. - While I 
was gazing about, to fee what courfe I 
ought to take, I obferved, upon the fide of 
the hill, an old gentleman, in a mufing 
pofture, leaning upon his cane, and appa- 
rently indulging himfelf in the contempla- 
tion of the furrounding fcenery. Fortune 
could not, thought I, have thrown a better 
peribn in my way, to extricate me from 
this dilemma. •* Sir!" faidi, approaching 
him, ** be kind enough to tell me the 
neareil way to Dock. I came from Ply- 
mouth, and have mified the road." " I 
perceive you have, faid he, and if, as I 
fufpeft, you are a flranger to this place, it 
is lucky you have fb done. We reckon our 

walks 
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walks around this fpot^ the finefl in the 
world, and excepting the views from Mount 
Edgecumbe, this is the befl we have. 
You arc now upon Stonehoufe Hill. Com- 
mercial ipeculations confine me during the 
week to other contemplations, but on a 
Sunday, I conftantly vifit this terrace, to 
enjoy the beauties of the fcene before us. 
When I was younger, I ufed to afcend to 
that point above us, in order to extend my 
view. You appear to be of an age for 
climbing, and if you have curiofity enough 
to lead you to the top, you will be amply 
repaid for your trouble." . I took the old 
gendeman's advice, and feating m)rfelf upon 
the fimimit of the hill, found how necef- 
£uy it was for a traveller now aAd then to 
lofe his way. Thofe who day by day pur- 
fue the beaten track, turning neither to the 
one fide, nor the other, and anxious only to 
perform their journies with expedition; had 
much better be feated in a chimney comer 
at home. They neither difcover the beau- 
ties of their country, nor enjoy them, when 
chance throws them in their way. The 

characters 
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charaders of human life have no variety 
for them ; their views are felfifh» and all 
their endeavours tend only to the moft con- 
venient methods of vegetation* 

At the bottom of the hill ftood the neat 
little town of Stonehouie. On one fide 
Pl)rmouth, on the other Dock. Around 
me extended the vaft fur&ce of the waters, 
with its vefTds floating, as if, in the fecu-* 
rity of conqueft, and diiplaying their pen* 
dants proudly to the wind* At a diilance 
Mount Edgecumbe, peeping fi*om its tuft- 
ed groves, ieemed the reiidence of ibmc 
tutelar deity. A little ipot, like a fairy 
ifland, appeared to float upon the waves^r 
The evening became ferene and mild* The 
marine band was playing in the barracks 
bekyw, while the fbft notes of the mufic,. 
&emed to fwell in the air, and vibrate upcm 
the calm expanfe of the fesu 

^ Seylh wept, and dud Ker barkiag waves into attention^ 
** And fell Charybdis murmured hoarie applaufe»** 

The 
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The evening gutt» like a clap of thunder^ 
all on a fudden reminded me of the time I 
had ipent here* ** Tis all mighty fine, 
iaid I, but it would be ftill finer, if I had 
leifure to dwell upon its beauties. They 
will certainly fuppoie me lofl/' fo bidding 
adieu to this enchanting fpot, I ran down 
the hill, and in a fhort half mile, with a 
ftraight road, blundered and loft my way fo 
often, that I found it abfblutely necefiary, 
if I wifhed to reach the King's- Arms that 
evening, to forget Mount Edgecumbe, the 
Fairy liland, and think no more either of 
Scylla's barking waves, or the murmurs^ of 
Charybdis. 

By a letter of recommendation to Com- 
miffioner Fanftiaw, we obtained pertnifSon 
to vifit the dock yards, ftorehoufes, &cc^ 
And this we had fome difficulty in procur- 
ing, for a report became prevalent at this 
time, that hx incendiaries had been landed 
in England, fent by the Emprefs of Rufiia, 
cxprefcly for the purpofc of firing the docks. 
The ridiculous ceremony being over, of 

writing 
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writing our names and the place of our 
abode in the porter's folio, where every 
one is left at foil liberty to chriften himfelf 
according to his own fancy, we proceeded 
to the breakfaft table of the Commiflioner; 
and from thence to the inipedtion of the 
docks. We found every thing here nearly 
upon the fame plan, and conducted in the 
fame manner as at Portfinouth, only upon 
an epitomized fcale, and the whole is form- 
ed into fo regular a fyftem, the place itfelf 
wearing an appearance fb compact and neat, 
that it carries with it an air of improve- 
ment: as if Portfmouth had afibrded the 
outline in modelling the docks at Plymouth, 
and thofe defeats which are obfervable in 
the former, were omitted in the lat- 
ter. There is here a wet dock and a dry 
dock, with a bafbn two hundred feet fquare. 
They are hewn out of a mine of flate, and 
lined with Portland flone. The dry dock 
is formed after the model of a firfl rate man 
of war ; and the wet dock will contain five 
firfl rates. In this place there are conve-» 
niences of all kinds, both for building and 
3 repairing 
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repairing (hips; and the whole forms as 
compleat^ though not fo large an arienal, as 
any in the kingdom. The country abounds 
Mrith that fpecies of flate rock^ upon which 
the yard flands. Thofe who are acquaint- 
ed with the nature of this ftone^ may rea- 
dily conceive what amazing labour and ex- 
pence are requifite in forming a place of 
this nature ; much more^ one fo compleat 
as that of Plymouth. We iaw a fine fhip 
building here, which is to be named the 
Csefar. It is conflru6ted upon a new plan» 
after a French model, having eighty gans, 
and only two decks. A great convenience 
will refult from this form of the fhip, as it 
often happens, that in rough weather, an 
eighty gun fhip, with three decks, cannot 
open her lower ports. 



SECTION 
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*' npHAT jade memory/' fays Gray, is 
^* ten times worfe than a lead pencil !" 

Half a word fixed upon, or near the fpot, 
is worth a cart load of recollection. His 
advice to travellers is fb particularly ftriking, 
that I cannot refrain fit)m introducing it. 
•* When we truft/' fays he, " to the pic- 
•* ture that objects draw of themielves on our 
** mind, we deceive ourfelves; without accu- 
^ rate and particular obfervation, it is but ill 
** drawn at firft ; the outlines are loon blur- 
** red i the colours eveiy day grow fiiinter, 

*• and 
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'^ and at laft, when we would produce it to 
" any body, we are forced to fupply its de- 
" fc€ts with a few ftrokes of our own ima- 
" gination." Want of time and opportunity 
has left a large blank in my common- 
place book, and I am now neceffitated to 
recognize events, in ibme meafure obli- 
terated by prefent occurrences, and return 
to the Irenes which are gone, when I ought 
to be renaarking thoie which are before me. 

Having croifed the ferry from Plymouth 
to Mount Edgecumbe, we entered the 
county of Cornwall. A gentleman accofted 
us, on landing, and introduced himfelf to 
us as a Lieutenant in the navy. He had 
faflened his portmanteau behind our chaife, 
and begged permiffion to fee it conveyed to 
Truro, as he underilood our rout lay that 
way. In return for this indulgence, he 
would favour us with his company in the 
chaiie, and pilot us part of our journey. 
What need we had of a pilot, I was after- 
wards to learn -, but feeing fomething more 
than uiually eccentric in this volunteer, we 

K 2 confented. 
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confented, and hoped to derive a little 
amufement from the adventure. Our com- 
panion foon became fufficiently communi- 
cative; he had travelled over the whole 
globe ; knew every thing, and every body. 
Our company fuited him of all things ; we 
were exaftly the men he liked ; he would 
never quit us, and would take care we 
fhould not be impoied upon. The Cava-r 
Her, who fupped with Gil Bias, often came 
to my recoUedion ; I hardly knew what to 
make of our friend, but we refolved to hu- 
mour the fcheme, and mark the event. At 
Lefkard we dined ; the bill difpleafed our 
pilot ; he vtras fuddenly enraged, and fwore 
he would profecute the people ; framped, 
cracked his whip, and made a great noife» 
when all at once, hearing the chaife was 
ready, he flew to feat himfelf, and left us 
to pay the bill quietly. As we drove off, 
^* Well gentlemen," faid he, " I fee you 
are refolved to be cheated, and by G — d, I 
will never leave you 'till you are more ac- 
quainted with the world/* Then fwearing 
gt the poitillion for not doing his duty, and 

kicking 
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kicking, and hallowing, 'till he was tired, 
he called for his horfe, faying, " He would 
no longer ride, when fuch a fcoundrel drove, 
and wifhed us a pleafant journey/* 

We were congratulating ourfelves upon 
this unexpected delivery, when our valet, with 
his hair on end, feated himfelf in the chaife ; 
" Well, Jeremy, what's the matter?" 
" The Lord deliver you both from that 
fellow, I'm fure he's a highwayman, and he 
will get you to gambling !" We laughed at 
his honeft fimplicity, and were comforting 
ourfelves at having got rid of this trouble- 
fome genius, when, as the chaife drove 
into Leftwithicl, behold our peft of a pilot, 
all duft, without his horfe, and his hat 

• 

off, hallowing in the middle of the ftreet, 
** A chaife waits for you, gentlemen ! and 
I have taken care to have a proper perfon 
to drive it !" We got into it, and drove oiF 
at a vehement rate, once more leaving our 
pilot. We had not proceeded five miles, 
before a deep groan from Jeremy an- 
nounced his appearance again. He came 

gallopping 
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gallopping by, flogging our horfes, and d — n- 
ing our driver, for not doing his duty. All 
the way to St. Auftle, we were amufed in 
this manner, and occafionally with loud 
quarrels between our pilot and poftillion. 
After leaving St. Auftle, it grew very dark, 
the night became gloomy and tempefhious^ 
and nothing was wanting to render our 
fituation truly diimal, but the profpeA 
around us, which we were told was a wide 
and barren moor, rugged, black and defb- 
late. Suddenly the chaife flopped; our 
pilot prefented himfelf at the window, and 
demanded one of our piftols, to defend him- 
felf from fome highwaymen, which he faid 
he had obferved upon the reconnoitre £>r 
plunder. I gave him the piflol, contraiy 
to the advice of our valet, who on his knees 
intreated that I would not be fo imprudent. 
•* He will flioot us, and rob us, fir ! as fure 
as you are born !*' " Let him try firft, 
laid I, Jeremy," and taking the other piftol, 
I cocked it, and felt determined to fire at 
him the inflant he attempted to interrupt us. 
For three or four miles we proceeded in 

this 
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this uncertainty ; at lengthy fuddenly ad* 
vancing before the horfes, he 'fired his piilol 
in the air. Jeremy fell down, bawling, to 
the bottom of the chaife. I let down the 
window. ** In G— d's name. Sir ! what 
are you doing?" faid my companion and 
myfelf, both in the fame inftant. *' Don't 
be alarmed gentlemen ! I would not for the 
world make you uneafy, what I did, was 
merely for the fake of trying your piftols, 
and I mufl fay they are not worth two- 
pence !" ** Sir, faid I, they anfwer our pur- 
poie, to prevent us from interruption, 
and to intimidate fcoundrels/' ^' And, Sir, 
(aid my companion, be kind enough to re-> 
turn that which you have borrowed, fince 
you feem to have as little occafion for it as 
we have for your company,— Sir, we wifli 
you a good evening !" 

— FcMtunately for us, he took the hint, 

and we faw him no more. Thus ended an 

adventure, fb fingular, and fb unpleafant, 

that I could not refi^ from giving it a 

3 place 
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place among occurrences of a very different 
nature^ — ^not fo much with a view of aiibrd- 
ing amufement^ as with a hope of fumifhing 
a caution to fucceeding travellers, which 
may prove of fervice to them in fimilar 
fituations. 

After this long digreffion, or rather, after 

' this detail of the mad adbions of an eccentric 

. tar, it is neceffary to give fbme account of 

the country we paffed through. As you 

enter the county of Cornwall, fix>m Ply- 
mouth, every objeft wears the rugged afjpedt 
of penury. But with all this appearance of 
the moft miferable poverty, like a rich mi- 
fer in a threadbare coat, it poiTeiles immenfe 
hoards of treafure. Wide profped:s of bar- 
ren heath, extenfivc plains without a hedge 
or a bufh, ftone walls, bleak hills, and a 
rocky foil covered with loofe fragments of 
ftone, make up the general complexion of 
Comwall. I never faw a country whole 
features were fo unpleafant, and fo in- 
hofpitable. Sometimes one meets with 

aftnall 
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a imall fpot of cultivated grouiid^ but it is as 
rare to fee any thing pleafing upon the face 
of the countiy^ as it is in Devonfhire and 
Somerietfhire, to meet with any thing but 
pidurefqne and beautiful fcenery. 

The next town we j!yafled through was 

SALT ASH. 

• 

Situated on the declivity of a fteep hilK not 
diore than three miles from the dock of 
Pljmiouth. The harbour wiQ receive (hip& 
of any burthen, and the inhabitants carry 
on a confiderable trade in malt and beer. 
They alfo fumifh the inhabitants of Ply- 
mouth dock with almoft all the neceflaries 
that are fold at Market ; for they chufe ra- 
ther to go by water to Saltafh, than by land 
to die town of Plymouth, becaufe provifions 
are much cheaper at Saltafh than Plymouth, 
and becaufe the boat,without any additicmal 
expence, brings home what they buy. 

L From 
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From Saltafli we proceeded to 

L£SKARD« 

This town> feated upon a hill, is iaid to be 
one of the largeft and beft built in Corn- 
wall. In the reign of Jzmts the Firft it 
confifted of little elfe than the ruins of an- 
cient buildings, the vefliges of former great- 
nefs. It is iaid to carry on a confiderable 
trade, with the neighbouring towns, in boots 
and (hoes, and to ipin confiderable quan- 
tities of yarn for the clothiers of Devon- 
fhire. 

We next came to 

LESTWITHIEL. 

In the laft age, veflels ufed to bring manu- 
fadtures and commodities of various kinds to 
this place. It then boafled a great degree 
of popularity — and was in a veiy flourifh-^ 
ing ftate. However, that is not the cafe at 
3 prefentt 
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prefent, for the river Fawy, on which it 
Aandsy is fb choaked with fand, that it is no 
longer navigable. Its trade confifls in wool- 
len manufa<ftures. Leftwithiel contains no- 
thing worth a traveller's notice, except he 
deems the fpire of the church a curiofity. 
For my part, I admire the methods by which 
modem fcribblers fwell their works to a vo- 
luminous form. One, who fhall be name- 
Icfs, thinks it worth mentioning, that Left- 
withiel " has a church, with a fpire, the 
" only one, except that of Helfton, in the 
^* whole county!" And yet this man has 
publifhed his two volumes quarto — ^who 
wonders at it ? — Being fb minute, he might 
have added,— That weeds are found to 
flourifh prodigioufly in the church yard; 
the only one, in Cornwall, where they 
thrive in fuch abundance ! In the even- 
ing we arrived at 

ST. AUSTLE, 

Of which I have nothing to infert but the 
name, and proceeded through 

L 2 GRAM- 



j6 to.ua tbhooor the 

GRAMPOUND, 

A market town, confifting only of one 
ilreet> to 

TRURO. 

This town is iituated in the centre of the 
county, near the conflux of two fmall rivers, 
which almoft furround it, and form a large 
wharf, with a commodious quay, for vefTels 
of one hundred tons. The ilreets are regu* 
lar,and the church, a large Gothic building, 
is not inferior to any in the county. Al« 
though Truro gives place to Falmouth, it is 
a town of fuch coniiderabie iniportance, that 
it may be reckoned the capital of Corn- 
wall. — ^The fea flows quite up to it, enter- 
ing at Falmouth harbour, and extending 
eight miles up the country to Truro. The 
firft objed that ftrikes a ftranger's attention 
in vifiting this place, is the tin which lies 
in die ftreets, and round the market houfe. 
It is fhaped into large blocks of about twelve 
or thirteen guineas value, and thefe arc 
brought here to be ftamped or coined. 

L 2 From 
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From thence they are exported to different 
places, and the «s:portation of tin and copper 
ore forms the chief article of trade in 
Truro, They have here a good theatre, 
and the inhabitants live in fo genteel a ftyle, 
when compared virith thofe of other tovirns 
in Cornwall, that the prfde of Truro is one 
of the by- words of the county. Between 
this town and St. Michael are mines in 
abundance, of tin, lead, and copper ore. 
They have alfo difcovcred a filver mine, but 
I could not ^nd that it was of much value. 

It is thefe fubterranean treafures which 
render diis country and its inhabitants of fo 
much confequence to the nation. Men 
have faid, and I believe with truth, that the 
Corni(h miners, and theiradherents, will dic- 
tate even to the minifter himfelf. They 
know their own importance, and convert it 
to nuterial advantage. The people of 
Truro, I have before mentioned as ranking 
themfelves fomewhat higher than the reft 
of their neighbours in their mode of living, 
and their more poliihed fociety. At the 

houfes, 
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houfeSy evenof tradefmen, agendeman is no- 
ticedin proportion to the fums he will venture 
at cards. Some officers of the thirty thirds 
who were quartered here, and from whom 
we received every mark of civility, inform- 
ed me that they will play to any amount, 
and are offended if you oflFer to flake lefs 
than half a guinea for a point at whifl. 

The naturalifl will find in Cornwall a 
larger field for philofophical difquifition than 
can be met with in any part of England or 
Wales. Here he may indulge himfelf in 
cndlefs experiments. Curiofities of every 
kind, numberlefs produdtions, both of 
nature and of art, prefent themfelves in 
abundance. He has here an opportunity of 
penetrating into the very bowels of the 
earth, of exploring her inward recefles, and 
fearching into her fecret caverns. It would 
far exceed the limits of fuch a circumfcribed 
work as this, to enter upon a detail of the 
vaft variety of antiquities, minerals, foffils, 
foils, plants, manufactures, lakes, caverns, 

with 
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with a long et catera, in addition to the lift: 
of curiofities which would engage theatten- 
tbn of philofbphers. I can only lament 
my inability to be more minute. I pafs 
lightly over fuch topics, and prefs forward 
to a feries of new obje(As, hoping to cull 
fiom every one fome fmall fhare of amufe- 
ment and information for my readers. 
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bemg well aware^ that was I to enter mi- 
nutely into every fubjedt, folios would be 
inadequate to the tafk.—- 

Of foilils, the moft remarkable in this 
county are trees of various kinds and iizes, 
that are found at a confiderable depth below 
the furface of the earth. 

Of their antiquities, the moft remarkable 
are thofe iimple monuments^ which confift 
of fingle ftones, not only uninfcribed but 
unhewn* Other nionuments there are com- 

pofed 
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pofed of two, three^ or thore ft(mes> arranged 
fbmetimes in a ftrait Kne^ and fometimes in 
a circular one. Stones are frequently fbond 
in heaps, and now and then three or fouf 
large flags or thin ftones, are ftill (landing, 
cap'd with a much larger flone. On al- 
moft every plain throughout Cornwall, a» 
well as on the tops of hills, is a moft fingu-* 
lar appearance, formed by thofe artificial 
heaps of earth, or ftone, which are called 
barrows.* Thefc are monuments of the 
remoteft antiquity, and often of the higheft 
dignity. They were originally intended for 
the more fecure prote£tioli of the remains 
of the dead, though afterwards they were 
raifed to anfwer other purpofes. • Barrows 
are found in moft countries, but in Britain, 
and the Britifhlfles, they are very numerous; 
occafioncd by the practice of the Druids, 
who burnt and then buried their dead. 

In the Corni(h tin mines have beeii often 

found 

* The word Barrow feems to come from the Saxon 
word Byrigb^ from which the Engliih wor4 bury is alfo 
derived. 
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found gems or precious ftones. Thefc are 
generally fo fmall as not to be properly 
viewed but by a microfcope. Among 
tfaeie may be mentioned fome very high 
coloured Topazes, and ibme of a paler yel- 
low colour. Rubies )^zvc been met with 
of various (hades, from a pale red to a deep 
carbuncle. Various forts of chryflals, fome 
colourlefs and others of different hues, arc 
alfb found in and about the mines. Marble of 
a coarfe kind is very common in Cornwall j 
they mend the roads and face their houfes 
with it. Frequently it appears mixed with 
fpar and different forts of granite. The 
minerals found in this county are fo various 
that, according to the judgment of foreign- 
ers, no county exceeds it for variety and 
plenty.— But of all the Coraifli foflils, 
which are mineral only, and not metallic^ 
that called mundic is in the greateft plenty. 
It is almoft every where interniixed with 
tin, lead, and copper; and is ifometlmes 
found making a vein by itfelf, without any 
metal near it. This is called by fome 
pjrrites; though it is better known to 

M naturalifls 
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naturaliils by the name of marcaiite. Mun- 
dic is thought to be a compoiition of arfenic, 
fulphur, vitriol, and mercury. 

Moft of die metals in Cornwall are found 
in veins, or fiiTures, and their contents are 
called loades. The fides or walls of thefe 
fifTures, do not always confifl of one and the 
fame kind of matter, nor are they equally 
hard, for though one fide of the fifTure may 
be a hard flone, the other is fometimes a 
fbft clay. In general it happens, neverthe- 
lefs, that the walls are harder than the loade 
they inclofc. They are often perpendicu- 
lar, but much oftener decline to the right 
or left as they defcend. The courfe of the 
great fiffures is generally eafl and wefl, 
though in fome places they have a north 
and fouth direftion. The larger fiffures 
have many fmaller branches, like the boughs 
of a tree, which at length terminate in 
threads. 

Of all the metals, tin is the lightefl, yet 

does it in this place merit our early notice, 

3 it 
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it being the moft Valuable produftion of the 
county. As to the antiquity of the Cornifli 
mines, nothing certain can be faid; but 
there is reafcn to believe the Phoenician co- 
lonies of Spain traded here feveral hundred 
years before Chrift. Thefe were long the 
principal tin mines in the world, 'till about 
the middle of the thirteenth century. A 
tinner of this county, being difobliged by 
Richard Earl of Cornwall king of the Ro- 
mans, went into Germany and found the 
fame metal, teaching the Saxons how to 
diftinguifh, fearch for, and drefs their tin. 
The quantity however is fmall, and the ex- 
pence of raifing and carrying it by land very 
great. On the Malabar coaft, in the Eaft 
Indies, tin hath been lately difcovered and 
brought into Europe. It has been faid that 
tin has been difcovered in feveral parts of the 
Spanifli Weft Indies, but the working is 
negleded, becaufc they have richer metals. 
Yet the Cornifh tin is ftill allowed to be the 
beft in the world. 

Tin is found either colleded and fixed, or 
loofe and detached.— In the firft cafe it is 

M 2 either 
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either in a loade, or floor, or interiperfed 
in grains, or bunches,^in the natural rock. 
In the difperfed ftate it is either in fingle 
feparate ftones called fhoads, or in a con- 
tinedcourfeof fuch ftone, called the beuheyl, 
or laftly, in a pulverized ftate. Of the 
loade notice has been already taken, and the 
floor is a horizontal layer of the ore ; but 
it is not fo often found in this manner as in a 
loade. The floors are many fathoms deep, 
and frequently rich ; as, for inflance, the 
ftxipendous fpecimen at Paris Mountain, in 
the Ifle ofAnglefcy. Sometimes the fame 
ore is a perpendicular loade for feveral fa- 
thoms, and yet at length extends itfelf into a 
floor. Thefe, however, are not only the 
moft expenfive, but the moft dangerous, be- 
caufe they require very large and ftrong tim- 
bers to fecure feveral pafl!ages of the mine. 
If this is neglected, it may happen to fink 
in, as did formerly the ground at Bal-an- 
uun, for a large compafs, and buried all the 
men below within its reach. 

The run of a loade of tin is frequently dif- 
ppyere4 by the barrennefs of the furface of 

the 
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the ground, and the want, or weaknefs, of 
the grafs in a particular furrow. But the 
fureft indication of tin, found in cliffs and 
caverns, is where the loades lying bare to 
the depth of fome fathoms, its feveral ftages 
may be eafily examined. 

No one is allowed to fearch for tin when 
and where he pleafes, without the permif- 
fion of the lord of the manor. Except up- 
on a wafljc or common^ where he may mark 
out the bounds, obferving the legal forms, 
and fearch for tin. 

When the loade is found, the miner mufl 
firft difpofe of the barren rock and rubble ; 
difcharge the water, which abounds more or 
lefs in every loade, and laflly raife the tin. 
Various engines are required in the manage- 
ment of the mines, but of all thofe hitherto 
invented, the fteam engines are the moft 
powerful. Thefe are now erefted in almoft 
every place of this fort ; there is hardly a 
coal pit in England, that does not ufe then^ 

tp drain the water from the works. 

When 
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When the tin ore is obtained, it is carried 
to the ftamping mill, and there pulverized 
by lifters falling on it, which receive their 
motion from an axle-tree turned by a water 
wheel. Being thus pulverized, it is then fil- 
ed through a driddle, or grate, and after- 
wards wafhed, to feparate all the particles of 
earth, ftone, &c. from the pure ore. 

The tin being dreffed, it is carried in iacks 
upon horfes, or mules, under the general 
name of black tm, to the finelting houfes, 
where it is allayed, and melted in a re verbe- 
ratory ftirnaccj witha fire of pit coal, brought 
from Wales. When melted it is produced 
from a hole punched in the bottom of the 
fiimace, and conveyed in a liquid ftatc into 
quadrangular moulds of ftone, containing 
about three hundred and twenty pounds 
weight of the metal, and the block, as it is 
then called, is carried to the coinage town. 
At the coinage towns the officers aflfay it, by 
breaking off a piece of about a pound weight 
firom the under part of the block. If they 
find it weU purified, they ftamp the face of 

the 



SOOTH OV BMOLAKD» &C. 8f 

the block with the impreflion of the ical of 
the dutchy^ which authorizes the owner to 
fell it. This flamping the tin with a ham- 
mer is called coinage, . Five towns are ap- 
pointed for this purpofe, and they are Lef- 
kard, Leftwithiel, Helfkn, Penzance, and 
Truro. 

I have here introduced as accurate an ac- 
count, as I can furnifh, of the whole procefs 
relating to tin> from the firft difcovery aqd 
digging of the ore, until the blocks are {hip- 
ped off to their different deftinations. I 
fhall now proceed to fay a few words on the 
fubjeft of copper, of which metal there are 
fome very rich mines in this county. 

Copper is fbmetimes found depofited on 
the fides of fiffures, in thin films, which are 
nothing more than the fediment of waters 
proceeding from fome copper loade. It is 
at other times met with in fpots and bunches 
irregularly difperfed. Veins of copper are 
often feen in cliffs, where they are laid bare 
by the fea. But the mofl encouraging 

leader 
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leader to top|>er is called goffen^ ^diich is an 
earthy^ crumbling, niddy, ochrc*6us Hone, 
like the ruft of iron. The ores of c6ppcr 
are of various colours. The moft common 
are brafs colour, green, blue, and grey. 
When it is richeft it aflumes a uniform lead 
colour, and is then worth from fifty to fixty 
pounds a ton. Copper ore rifes much more 
beautiful in its appearance than that of tin, 
and is more eafily perceived. Tin rifes in 
xtfL opake body, like grey fand ftone ; fome- 
times it appears in dark fpots. Its richefl 
form is a black chryftallization or diamond, 
fretted upon the rock. 

The moft perfedl copper ore is thd mal- 
leable, which, from its purity, is called vir* 
gin ore. This is found in fmall qu^nfieties in 
all the confiderable copper mines. 
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^ With regard to the digging, there is no 
grew difiefence between the copper workS 
andthofb of tin. But the method of dref- 
fing, or preparing the metal for fale, is very 
different. There are belonging to the 

copper 
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copper minesyoverfeers^ called under-ground 
captains, who are appointed to fuperintend 
the labouring miners, to fee all the richer 
ibrt of ores kept together in the bottom, 
and afterwards raifed as unniixed as may 
be. The beft is broken fmall, with ham- 
mers, or brought away to the adjacent 
bucking mills, where they bruife it on a 
rock, with a fliort bar of iron, and carry it 
to the heap of beft ore. The beft fmall 
ore is wafhed and fifted into a tub, as near 
die {haft as poflible. In (hort, the differ- 
ent forts of ore are broken and raifed, fized, 
waihed, ftamped, and forted into particular 
heaps, for about one tenth part of the 
whole produce when fold« The price is 
according to the qualities of the ores ; and 
the agents for the copper companies of 
Wales and Briftol, who refide at Truro 
and Redruth, attend to fample the ore, in 
coniequence of which, after aflaying it, the 
value of each pile is determined. After 
this it is fhipped off to the above places, to 
be melted and refined. 

N There 
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There are al(b lead mines in Cornwall, 
though not fo confiderable as thofe in Der- 
byshire. Small quantities of gpkd and iilver 
have been found there at different times, 
but not in fuch plenty as to make it worth 
their while to fearch further for either of 
thefe metals • 

Soon after my arrival at Truro, I vifited 
Ibme of the nK>ft confiderable mines in its 
neighbourhood, and felefting that of Pol- 
deis, which is the oldeft, the largeft, and I 
believe the deepeft in England, went to 
die bbttom of it. 

When you declare your intenticm of de*^ 
fcending with the miners, the captain, as 
he is called, takes you into a room, and 
equips you in a woollen fliirt, trowfers, 
night cap, and jacket. As for f):ockings^ it 
is ufual not to wear any, and agreeable ta 
the advice of the experienced miner, we 
defeended with our legs bare. Thqr then 
tie old fhocs to your feet, fit for the pur- 
pojfe, and having accommodated each peribn 

3 with 
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with a candle in his hand^ and half a 
pound more fufpended from hia neck, 
he is declared compleatly equipped, and 
conducted to the mouth of the mine. It 
requires a good ftrong ftomacb, and a large 
portion of curiofity, to go through all this. 
For befides the fatigue and toil in the 
mine, the cloaths they give you are as 
greaiy as fweat can make them, fmell abo- 
minably, aad are often ftocked with a re- 
public of creepers. Should any one be 
induced, hereafter, ta explore thefe regions 
of darkoefs, I would advife him to prepare, 
at leaft, a woollen fhirt, and a pair of trow- 
fers, that he may avoid thofe unpleafant 
feniations, which arife in every man's breaft, 
when compelled to have recourfe to a mi-* 
ner's wtfdrobe. 

Theie preliminaries being adjufted, we 
began to defcend. A miner went firft, to ' 
ferve as a guide, and to caution us againft 
the danger which frequently ariies hoai die 
bmken ftaves in the different ladders. Jere-* 
my followed the miner. After Jeremy, 

N 2 came 
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came my companion and myfelf ; mid laft 
of all the captain^ giving us ibis com- 
fi>rtable aiSurance, /' That if we made 
a flip^ or a fingle £ilfe ftep, or looked either 
to one fide or the other, we fhould be 
ground to atoms in the fleam engine, or 
daihed to pieces in &e mine/' The defcent 
reiembles a large well, with an immenfe 
machine, for the purpofe of draioing the 
mine of water, continually in motion all the 
way down. Mr. Bolton, of Birmingham, 
receives annually fomc thouiands from the 
county of Cornwall, for the uie of them. I 
had not time to examine theie ufefiil ma- 
chines, therefore fhall not attempt a minute 
defcriptibn of them. In this mine there 
was a vety curious one, which, with a fhiaU 
power at the top, by perpendicular (hafts, 
pafSng down the &me aperture, worked in 
two dire^flions, and drained the mine nordi 
«id fouth at the fame time. 

We continued to defcend by ladders, 
which were from four to five fathoms in 
length, and being foon wet through* weak 

from 
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from want of proper reipiration^ and half 
(Ufled MTxdi the fumes of fulphur, began to 
hefitate whether we (hould proceed or not. 
Curiofity got the better of our fears, and we 
went on. Had I known what we fhbuld 
endure, I never could have attempted Sf 
much as I did. I had no idea of the diffl#> 
cnkjT and cknger attending fuch an under^ 
taking, and only wonder that accidents are not 
more frequent among the miners, who xun 
ttp and down thefe flippery places like lampl- 
ighters, iinging and wfaiflling all the -way. 

At about eighty fathoms depth wt 
came to a vein of copper ore, where two 
ibrry wretches were bufied in the procefs <^ 
their miierable employment. With hardly 
room to move their bodies^ in fulphureoujS 
air, wet to the fkin, and buried in the fblifi 
rock, thefe poor devils live and work lor 
a pittance barely fufficient to keep them 
alive ; pecking out the hard ore by the 
glimmering of a fmall candle,, whofe icat- 
tered rays will hardly penetrate the thick 
darknefs of the place. Thoie who live on 
earth in affluence, and are continually mur- 
muring 
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muring fer additdonal comforts, would fiire- 
ly, if they law thefe fcenes, be happy with 
what they have. I took a pick*axe and 
worked, and putting a fmall piece of the 
ore in my pocket, " This, faid I, (hall fcrvc 
as a memento of a leiTon I received in the 
bowels of the earth ; and may I think al- 
ways of the comforts of Ufe, as I do at this 
moment/' Proceedkig in our deicenti we 
I eached at length the bottom of the mine> 
and flood one himdred and thirty £ithoms 
below the fiir&ce of the earth. 

Thus far we liad feen a mine of copper, but 
in this place is contained a vein of tin dikh^ 
and a communication is dug from the copper 
to the tin. Through this we crawled upon 
oar hands and knees, fbmetimes fprawling 
upon our bellies, over wheel-barrows and 
ftones, pick-axes and hammers. This we 
found was trifling, to that which we en- 
countered afterwards, for we croflfed over 
into a rapid ffaream whofe waters rufhed 
abundant]^ over us, as we crawled along in . 
a. fpace jufl: fufficient to admit us upon all 
fours^ Jeremy poured forth his ejacula- 
tions 
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hoaSf and concluding all was over witk 
him, vowed^ ** If he eicaped this tirne^ 
it fiiould be his own fault if he was 
ever caught fo near the old gentleman 
again I'' 

After you leave the furface^ you no longer 
meet with clay or mould, but a hard fharp 
ftonet in which the loads of ore run . Thofe 
of copper and tui run from eaft to weft, 
dx>ie of lead fiiom north to fouth ; and this 

« 

never varies^ except now and then the mi« 
ners meet with what they call crofs loades 
of ore, in contraiy directions. Theie hardly 
ever extend far, and like the branches of a 
tree, generally terminate in a point. 

When the ore is dug, it is conveyed up 
in baflcets, through perpendicular fhafts, to 
the fur^e. The day we went down, it 
happened to be a holiday for the miners, 
of which they have many in the year, and of 
courfe very few were at work. Thefe ho- 
lidays they call grace days, by which they 
mean furface days, as they call the furface 

of 
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of the earth grace ^ g^^fi^ or perhaps grrfs. 
It isveiydifficultto underflaiid what they iay, 
and our captain, who kept bawling out his. 
precaution all the way down, might as well 
have held his peace, fince not one of us 
could comprehend a iyllable of his jargon. 

Working our way in a direction from 
north to fbuth^ we came at laft to the fhafts 
of the tin mine. Here we law, as before, 
two figures, that hardly wore the appear- 
ance of human beings^ f^nging at their work. 
We found it exceedingly difficult to pay them 
a vifit, as we had to defcend by a fingle 
rope down a chafin, never broader than a 
chimney, until we reached the loade where 
the miners were employed. The procefs. 
is exadly the fame as that ufed in the cop- 
per mine, the only difference in either i$ 
in the colour of the ore. 

Having perfedly gratified our curiofity, 
and having wandered, imtil we were weary, 
among thefe difinal caverns we began to afcend 
again^ Before we reached the top, I found 

myfelf 
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myfelf foftanti I fliduld not have been able 
to proceed; had it not been for the water 
from the lleam enginfej; which although 
veiy difegreeable in the beginning of our 
defcent^ we found very refrefhing upon Our' 
return. It feUs over every part of your 
body like a ihower of rain^ and when the 
heat of the mine. combines with the fiinies 
offulphur^ to&tigue and opprefs you, is 
the only remedy that can be procured. 

A diflSbrent paflage from that which we 
u&d in defcendingf conduded us once more 
to the welcome fpedtacle of day light; after 
having been upwards of four hours, from 
five in the evening until pail; nine, buried 
in the bowels of the earth. ' I wifbed much 
fome one of our acquaintance could havo 
bdiekliis, as we approached the light. I 
would have defied my own parents to have 
difoovered whofe child I was. It would take 
two days, at leaft, to go over the whde of 
this mine, we were contented in having 
vifited the bottom of it. It is impoffible 
to deicribe the luxury one feels in breathing 
again the frefh air, and waihing with cold 

O water. 



water^ after theie fubterranean excuriions. 
The heat of a mine is exceffive, and the 
deeper you go» the wanner becomes the 
air. The miners are quite naked wheil en<-> 
gaged at their i;vork»and they toU me, that 
the change of climate, and the revolutiona 
of winter and funmier, were not to be pww 
ceived at that great depth. 

My next viiit was dedicat^ to the fmelt-* 
ing houies. I hvr the procefs by which 
the tin ore is rendered into foHd metal. But 
as I have before treated upon this fubjedt, 
any further explanation would not only be 
tedbus, but needleis. 

We were now entirely fatiated wiA fub- 
terranean fcenery, and with all the won- 
ders of the Comifh mines. Accordingly 
we broke up our encampment at Truro, 
and haftened by a road which extends ibuth 
weft from diat town, to 

9 

P £ N R Y N« 

This is a neat pleafant places the fbeets 
3 are 
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are in good otdtr, decently paved^ and the 
houfes are well built. The mhabitants 
appeared to be chiefly taken up with the 
pilchard fifhery. They catchy cure^ and 
export thefe fifb^ and make them a very 
oonfiderable article of trade* ' The fea en- 
ters in a creek, and flows clofe to the town. 
It has a good quay, and a commodious 
Cuftom-Houfe. The old flory of the ac- 
tors at Penryi^ is known almofl; to every 
one, but iince it is a remarkable circum- 
fiance, I wUl not quit this article without 
relating it. 

In the re^n ^ James the firft, a 
company of flroUing players^ at Penryn, 
were engaged one nighty during a very late 
hour, in die reprefentation of a battle on 
the ftage. They were juft fetting Sampibn 
upon the Philiiliines, and founded their 
drums and trumpets upon the occafion«. 
At this inftant, a party of Spaniards, 
who had privately landed the fame nighty 
were marching to attack the town. Upoa 
hearing the alarm, they apprehended a dif^ 
covery was made, and fled with precipita- 

Oa tioa 
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tion to their boats, firing only a few (hots, 
by way of bravado. Thus were the townf- 
mcn delivered from an impending danger, 
by the accidental reprefentation of a play. 

We made a very fhort ftay at Penryn, 
and immediately after leaving it, proceeded 

t4} 

FALMOUTH. 

This celebrated fea port town is by far die 
moil confiderable place in the county. Its 
fpacious harbour is not only commodious 
but fafe, having a deep channel, and a bold 
ihore, fecured from almoft all winds by wind- 
ing creeks and rifing hills. It is but oflate 
years that this town has become well known ; 
which is chiefly owing to its excellent har- 
bour having been made one of the fhitions 
for the royal navy, and the packet boats 
£uling from hence. For the defence of it 
King Henry the Eighth credked two fbong 
cafUes, St. Maws fituated on the eafl Me, 
juid Pendennis on the weil. The cafHe of 

Pen^ 
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Pendennis is (ituated on an eminence, form- 
ed by the fea into a Peniniula. It is large 
and well fortified ; the works having been 
confiderably augmented by Queen Eliza- 
beth. A garrifon is ufually kept here ; in 
time of war always. It held out long for 
Charles the Firft, but after a clofe fiegc 
was compelled to furreixdertothe parliament 
forces. When we arrived at this place, the 
inhabitants were bufied in the Pilchard 
fifliery ; they carry on a very confiderable 
trade in that article. From Falmouth a 
road extends in a fbuthem dire^on four- 
teen miles to 

HELSTON. 

It is fituated on the river Low, and has a 
good harbour belonging to it, at which many 
of the tin (hips take in their lading. The 
town is populous, confifling chiefly of four 
ftreets, which interfe£t each other in form 
of a crofs,like thofeinthe ci^ of Chichefler> 
and through each flreet flows a flream of wa- 
ter. In the center of the town fbnds the 

market 



I 
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market p^c; there is alio a Guildhall> with 
a neat churchy the fteeple of which ferves 
for a iea mark» In the neighbourhood of 
Helfton are to be found many of tho& bar- 
rows which I mentioned before as fbrqiing 
E confpicuous figure in the lift of Comifh 
aixtiquities* Such of thefe as have been 
opened afforded urns containing the bones^ 
afhes> warlike inftruments, and reliques of 
the dead. In fome» however> there are no 
mrns^ but in or near the centre are round or 
iquare pits» containing blacl^ greaiy earth* 
In others there are neither urns nor little 
repofitories inftead of them, but humait 
ikeletons, without any fign of their having 
paffed through the fire. 

In places where they were eafily collected, 
the barrows are compofed of ftones, which 
aare ieldom larger than one ibldier might 
eafily carry* In other places they were 
formed with earth. Befides thefe plain bar- 
rows,, there are others iidiich fliew greater 
art; they being furrounded with a fingle 
row of ftones^ forming the bafe, or with a 

ring 
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ring and fofle of earth* Many have a large 
flat ftcme on the top, and fome apillar, widi 
now and then an infi:ription, but oftener 
without. The barrows intended for private 
peHcms, were placed near public roads ; but 
the fepukhres of common Ibldlers were ge- 

• 

nersdly on the field of battle. On St« 
AufUe's Downs, in this county, the barrows 
lie fbmetimes two, three, and even feven in 
a ftrait line* Their fize is various, but ge-» 
nerally large, in proportion to the <|uality 
of the deceafed, or the vanity of the 
furvivors. 

This way of burying under tumuli, l^as fo 
univerfal, that it is not eafy to decide by what 
particular nation any barrow was ereftcd ; 
unkfs ibme criterion widiin it determine 
the uncertainty. Thus we may form ibme 
conjedure fi-om the materials and workman- 
(hip of the urn, the cell that contains it, or 
hom coins, or inftruments of war or do« 
meftic life, which may accompany the 
bones^ All conjedures are vain, where thefc 
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are wantingt or where no articles are found 
of a fimilar nature as a baiis for fuppofition« 
If, however, it be true, that the Saxons and 
the Danes had left off burning their dead, 
before their arrival and fettlement in this 
iiland, we may then fafely conclude, that all 
the barrows in Cornwall, and perhapsinother 
parts of the Britiih Iflands, containing urns 
or afhes, muft be either Britiih or Roman. 
They cannot well be attributed to the Gre- 
cian or Phcenician traders, owing to their 
diftance from the fea ; and of thefe fuch as 
have no coins or pavements underneath, or 
elegance in the workmanfhip of the urns, 
or choice of materials in which the urns 
were made, or Roman camp, or Road, near, 
or in a line with them, were probably not 
Roman. It is indeed difficult to diftinguifh 
the Britifh barrows from thofe ereded by the 
Saxons and Danes ; yet fuch as contain hu- 
man fkeletons, are, for many reafons, more 
likely to belong to the two laft nations than 
thefirft. 



We 
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Wc proceecfcd, after leaving Helfton, by 
a road thit leads north weft, through 

MARKET-JEW, 

a mean inconiiderable place, little frequent*- 
ed, and hardly worth the few words by 
which I have noticed it. As we approached 
Penzance, we were fuddenly flruck with one 
of the moft remarkable fpedacles in the 
whole county. 

We beheld a mountain in the middle of a 
beautiful bay, fpreading its broad bafe upon 
the glaily waves, and extending its proud 
iununit high above the waters, with an air 
of uncommon dignity. It fhoots up abrupt* 
ly from the fea, and terminating in a point, 
preients In objed of uncommon grandeur. Its 
rugged fides are broke with rocks and preci- 
pices, difplaying a mofl beautiful contrail 
to that pleafant profpedl of fields and villages 
which furround and enclofe the bay. As 
the fea ebbs and flows it is alternately 
either an ifland or peninfula. It is called 

P St. 
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St. Michacrs Mount. At the top of it is 
a building refembling a church, the feat ot 
Sir John St. Aubyn. The moft fkilful ar- 
chited could icarcely plan a ftrudture which 
would better adorn the mountain, or be 
more adapted to die ihape of the hill on 
which it ftands. The tower of the diurdi 
is almoft in the middle of the ^ole build- 
ing, and rifes from the center of die moun- 
tain's baie ; terminating the whole as a cone 
does a pyramid. The church, bells, and 
parapet walls, fpread themfelves round the 
tower, fb as to cover the area or fummit of 
the hill. Enlarging itfelf gradually from 
the building downwards, the hill fwells in- 
to a bafe of a mile in circumference. It 
flands near the center of a delightful piece 
of water, and making the moft remarkable 
figure in any part of its circuit, gives it the 
name of Mount's Bay. We vifited the exalted 
refidence of the Baronet before-mentioned, 
who may truly be faid to dwell — *^ in the 
moon's neighbourhood." — It is remarkable 
on no other account but its fhipendous fitu- 
«tion# which is fo veiy high, that from the 

tower 



SQUTH 0» ENGLAHD^ &C ^O^ 

tower wc could fee half acrofs the channel. 
Formerly it was ufed as a garrifon and for* 
tified accordingly. Charles the Firll con- 
fined the Duke of Hamilton in this very 
place, who was afterwards releafed by the 
parliament forces. In earlier periods a pri- 
oiy of Beaedidine Monks ftood here, found- 
ed by Edward the Confeflbr, and until the 
reign of Richard Coeur de Lior\ it f^rved fox 
the puf-pofes of religion only. 

At the bottom of the mount are docks 
for fhipping, &c. with a few fcattered 
hoafes, probably the refidence only of arti»- 
ficers employed in building the imall vefTels 
which are made here. 

P]QNZANC£ 

is the laft town of any note weflward, to- 
wards the Land's End. This is a place of 
confiderable confequence in this part of the 
world. Its flreets are p^ved, its trade 
flourifhes, it is populous, and is the refidence 
pf many Cornifb gentlemen.. We faw 

P 2 here 
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here a tin mine worked in the fea. It is 
iituated about half a mile from, the fhore. 
The tin is found in a hard rock, and ap- 
pears in fmall black fpots mingled with the 
ftone. They are only able to work it five 
months in the year 5 and we were told that 
during the laft feafon the owners cleared 
five hundred pounds. They have a curious 
cuftom of conducing their fisheries here, 
which I fhall relate exzQly as I obferved 

it. 

I was walking one fine evening upon the 
walls, when I obferved a number of fea- 
faring men, gazing eamefUy over the para- 
pets, as if watching with eagemefs the ap- 
proach of fome objed at fea. I joined 
them, and endeavoured to difcover what 
they were fo intent upon. For fbme time 
I remained quite ignorant of the caufe of 
l;heir watchfulnefs. At length a ccMifufed 
murmur among them directed my attention 
to a difbnt part of the bay, and I beheld a 
thick black cloud fuddenly breaking thro' the 
green furface of the water, and as quickly 

dif- 
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dlfappearing.^ In an inftant they all 
ihouted^ *^ A fchool ! a fchool !" and running 
to their boats^ immediately put out to Tea. 
In a ihort time they returned fo laden with 
mackarel, that Iconcluded fome of their vef- 
iels would certainly iink before they could 
difpofe of their cargo and bring it to land. 
It would wear an appearance of improbable 
lity if I was to mention the vaft draught of 
fifh that were taken that evening. I was 
informed that this frequently happened; 
when they were fortunate enough to dif- 
cover a fchool, as they called it ; and that 
it would be perfedly needlefs to go out to 
fea, for the purpofe of taking mackarel, with- 
out this previous obfervation of their arrival. 
During the pilchard feaibn, they condud: 
their fifhery after the £ime method; 
and when the happy intelligence is fpread, 
that a fchool is obferved, the bells are rung, 
bonfires lighted, feftivity reigns, and the in- 
habitants indulge themfelves in every de- 
monftration of joy.- 

7 From 
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From Penzance we went to 

THE land's £Nb» 

and flood upon the extreme point of that part 
of this iilandy which> at the diilance of three 
hundred miles from the metropolis, extends 
ibuth^wefl into the fea. From this fpot you 
command at once the entrance to the great 
channel, and the Briftol channel. It is 
an aftonifhing fight. The moft inunenfe 
rocks lie fcattered up and down, piled upon 
each other, as if the &bles of old had been 
realized, and the giants of Etna had burft 
from their fepulchres to heap thefe ponder- 
ous malles, in horrible confufion, againft the 
pillars of heaven. — ^The fea, in vehement 
iiiry, dafhed its rough furges. againft their 
craggy fides, and difcloifing the black vifages 
of at leafi: a thoufand breakers, that frown- 
ed half-concealed among the waves, be- 
trayed the terrors of a place which had 
proved fo often fiital to the flupwrecked 
mariner. The Iflands of Scilly appeared at 
a diilance through the thick gloom that en- 
veloped 
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^oped iSiem. The fea fowl (creamed 
ttucmg die clifis. The clouds were gather^- 
ing up apace, and die wind, as it broke 
duough the chafins c^ the rocks, in (hort 
convulfive blafts, predi6teda tenible ftornu 
It began already to howl, and the vaft fur*- 
£u:e of the ocean fwelled into a foam, t 
know not a ipedacle more awful than a 
ftorm at fea, but if I wifhed to place a fpec- 
tator in a fpot, from which fbch a fcene 
would appear more terribly fublime than 
ufual, it fhouid be upon the flupendous pro^ 
montory which prefents itfdf in this re^ 
mote corner of our iiland. 

Other things called off our attention from 
chefe fhiking objeds. We haflened from 
hence, and were conduded to the Logan 
Rxxrk, an immenfe flone of one hundred and 
fifty tons,poifedin foexadt and critical a man- 
ner upon another flone below it, thatit moves 
with the leafl touch. The rocking flones, 
or logan ftones, as they are called in Corn- 
wall, are not peculiar to this county only i 
other parts of our illand afford fifliilar curio- 

iities 
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fities. Some of theie are to be feen in the 
jiorth of England^ and in different parts of 
Europe they have been found both natural 
and artificial. On the iiland of St. Agnes^ 
in Scilly, there is a very remarkable flone of 
this kind. It is fupported by a rock which 
is t<en feet fix inches high, forty-feven feet 
jn circuntiference, and touches the ground 
with no more than half its bafe. The 
rocking flone refls on one point only, and 
is fo nicely poifed that two or three men 
can move it. It is eight feet fix inches 
liigh, and forty-feven in the girt, and has a 
large bafon eleven feet diameter, and three 
feet deep at top. I would recommend it to 
all travellers who vifit the Land*s End, to 
make an excurfion among the Scilly 
iflands.* We were prevented by tempefluous 

wea- 

* There are about one hundred and forty^ve iflands 
which go by this namei all lying in a clufier^ to the weft 
of Cornwall. They contain about one thoufand inhabitants. 
The Phoenicians traded here fior tin, and fo great is the an- 
tiquity of their traffic in this way. that we find them men- 
tioned by the Greeks, under the title of KoMrrtrfpi Jc^i or the 
tin iflands. The Latins called them StgieUs^ SUBues and 
Shares^ from whenoe came the Englifli words, SyUey^ 
Sulley, and Scltty. 
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weather from having £0 much fkdsfadion. 
Trifles would not have impeded us, but as, 
without a fkilful pilot, it is at all times dan-- 
gerous to explore thefe feas, during ftormy 
weather it becomes, of courie^ impradticable. 
I have faid, that there are ftones of the logan 
fort to be met with in other places, but at 
the &me time I may venture to fay, from all 
I have feen myfelf of that kind, or read, or 
heard of, I know not a more fingular one than 
that which I am defcribing. It ftands at 
Caftle Treryn, a promontory, confifting of 
three difUn A piles of rocks, near the fbuther* 
moft point of the Land's End* On the 
weftem fide of the middle pile, in a very ele- 
vated fituation, lies this immenfe flone, fo 
evenly poifed, as I have faid before, that a 
hand, nay a finger, may move it.* And 

Q^ what 

* Many of tbde lagan (tones have bafons at the top of them, 
friuch receive the rain water ; al(b channels, conveying 
it from one to another, into a principal receptacle. It is 
fuppofed that the Druids nade thefe bafons fubfervient to 
their parpofes when they predi^l^ luture events, or tried 
the innocence of fufpcAed criminals, by the mobility or 
flrainefs of the flooe. If they chofe that the logan fliould 
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what is ftill more fingular^ not any ferce, 
however applied, in any mechanical way, 
can remove it from its prefent iituation. 

be eafily moved* no att was rcqoiied ; tet if» on dx ooii* 
truy, it was their mtcntion, thai DO iiaudi dqpne of fire^^ 
Ibeuld ftir ity they had only to fill one of the baibns at the 
extremity with water, or rather, to fbp the opening at 
which it diichatg^ itfelf, and permit it to lemain filki ; 
when this was efiefted, their parpofe would be completely 
anfwered ; for the center of gravity being thus removed to 
a confiderable difiance from the point where it was when 
the bafim was empty, it mull neceflarily follow, that Ae 
difficulty of moving it would be greatly increafed, and per^ 
haps would then defy the influence of any human force. 

Mr. Mafon, in his Cara^bcus, aft ii, fcenc 6, has introduced 
the very' ceremony I am alluding to. — ^Modred, fpealdng 

of the Logan Rock^ thus addreflis Vellinus and 

Xlidums— 
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Turn your aibnilhed eyes ; behold yon huge 
And unhewn fphere of living adamant. 
Which, poifed by magic, refis its central maght 
On yonder pointed rock : firm as it ieems^ 
Such IS its ftrange and virtuous property. 
It moves obfequiousto the gentlefl touch 
Of him whofe breaft is pure ; — but to a traitor, 
iTiough ev'n a giant's prowefi nerved his arm* 
It ibnds asfixt as Snowdon— — 



It 
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It was on a holiday^ not long ago, that a 
vaft number of miners and peafants afTem^ 
bled together for the purpofe of hurling 
this prodigious rock into the lea. Every 
efibrt was exerted, and all their force 
applied to no purpofe. The vaft orb 
moved as if to mock their toil, but ftill 
retained its equilihriuni. The people be-# 
held it with aftoniihment; they con- 
cluded it was retained by fupematurd 
agency, and returned venerating the ftone. 

Thofe who are hereafter to viiit this 

{dace, and have not yet beheld this almoft 

miraculous ipedacle, will rejoice that it 

ftill keeps its center, and refifts every eftbrt 

to move it. Yet if it was to fiiU I much 

wifh to be a witnefs of its overthrow. So 
huge a mafs precipitated, like the ftone of 

Sifyphus, and reeling with prodigious ruin 

fiom precipice to precipice, over rocks into 

the fea, muft aftbrd a very ftriking ipec«» 

tacle. The profpeds around it are very 

grand ; they wear a complexion ibmething 

fimilar to the icenery at the Land'A End. 

0^2 It 
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It is more than pi&urdque^^It is bokU— 
it is gigantic — ^it is awful ! 

There is a fingularity even in the compo- 
fition of the flone both about this place and 
at the Land's End« It exa(ftly refembles 
the tin ore which is dug fix)m the marine 
mine at Penzance. I am not fufficiently 
ikilled in thefe matters, to fay of what na- 
ture thjc flone is, but it contains a number of 
little black fpots, fb very like thofe of tin, 
that I immediately enquired of the miners^ 
why they did not convey it to the iinelting- 
houfes. They aiTured me it had not a grain 
of tin in its compoiition ; — ^whether this is 
true or not, I leave to be decided by thofe 
who are better verfed in thefe fubjedts, and 
more interefled in fuch refearches* 

All the country about the Land's l^nd, 
like the refl of Cornwall, is miferably bar- 
ren. The poor, as in the Ifle of Portland, 
chiefly bum horfe and cow dung ; and I de- 
clare I faw, when I vifited the mine of Pol- 
dieis, an old woman hobbling after our horfes 

in 
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in hopes of a little fuel from their excrement. 
The meaneft town in. Cornwall boafts of its 
mayor and corporation. They relate a ftory 
of a corporate town^ which » upon fbme great 
occafion, had to fearch for its mayor^ and 
found him thatching a bam . The language 
of the conmion people is a grofs mixture of 
die ancient Cornifh with bad BngliHi. It 
is neither one thing nor the other ; a kind 
of Olio, and often as incomprehenfible 
as the Erfe or the Celtic. In my way to 
the mines, I called one day at the cottage of 
an old woman, and afked her to fhew me the 
way. Her reply to my enquiries was ab- 
rupt and brief— 

^^Nan!" 



I faid no 'more, concluding the poor 
woman was deaf, and was calling to her 
maid or daughter to anfwer me. After 
waiting fbme time in filence, and finding 
no one appeared, I myfelf, in a louder key» 
bawled out. Nan ! — ^At this the old woman 
was fb frighted^ fhe hobbled away as faft 

as 
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as ihe could, leaving me in fiill pofleffion 
d£ her cottage. When I returned home, 
I told my tale, and got laughed at for 
my ignorance. The pocx^ woman faid. 
Nan? a contra&ion of Anan, that is, 
** What do you fay ?'* But any one would 
have fuppofed, both from her tone of voice 
and her attitude, that (he was calling to 
a third perfon to fet us right. 

The Comiih tongue is a dialed of that, 
which till the Saxons came, was common 
to all Britain, and more anciently fpoken m 
Ireland and Gaul ; but the inhabitants of 
this ifland being driven into Wales and 
Cornwall, and from thence to Brittany in 
France, the fame language, for want of in- 
tercourfe,. became differently pronounced, 
fpoken^ and written ; and in different de- 
grees mixed with other languages, fo that 
at this time the inhabitants of Cornwall and 
Wales, do not underfland each other. Un«« 
til the time of Henry the Eighth, this lan^ 
guage was fb generally fpoken in Cornwall^ 
that in the latter part of th^t King's reign* 

3 • the 
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Ac Lord's Prayer, Creed, and Ten Com- 
mandments, were fifft taught in the Cot^ 
niih tongue. After this the people of 
Cornwall, mixing gradually with the Eng^ 
lifh, their language declined, and it is now 
never ufed in conmion converiation. In- 
deed fo difficult is it to meet with the pure 
Comifh, that a gentleman,* who made a 
tour through the country, in purfuit of it, 
found but one old woman, near ninety years 
of age, who could fpeak it, and but two 
other old women, who could underftand 
her. 

Taking our leave of the Land's-End, we 
returned through Penzance to 

REDRUTH, 

a lawn lying in tbemidft of the mines, and 
Blade populous by the refort of the tinners. 
And from Redruth we came to 

ST» MICHAEL, 

a borough without a market, confifting of 
ibout thirty houfes, inhabited by poor pea* 

pie, 

* The Hoaourable Danes Barringtoa* 
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p]e» who have neither trade nor privflege, 
except that of fending two members to Par- 
liament. Weary with the unfertile fea- 
tures of Cornwall, we preiled forward to 
more pleaiing fcenes, and pafled through 

ST. C QL UMB, 

« fmall market town, plea^tly iituated on 
the banks of a fmall river, to 

BODMIN, . 

a large borough town, confifling of one 
long flreet, and formerly a place of more 
confequence than it is now. It has been 
eminently concerned in two rebellions. 
Perkin Warbeck colleded his forces here, 
'till he thought himfelf in a condition to 
attack Exeter. And in the reign of Ed- 
ward the fixth, one Boyer, Mayor of Bod- 
min, was put to death for his adtivity in 
aflifting an infurredion of the men of De« 
vonfhire and Cornwall. I mention this, 
merely to introduce the manner of his exe- 
cution. 
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cution^ which will £bew. to what a pitch of 
cruelty XQca were carried, even at fo late a 
period. 

Sir Anthony Kingfton, was* Provoft 
Marfhal of the King's army. This wretch, 
on his coming to Bodmin, fent orders to 
the Mayor, for a gibbet to be erecfted in 
the ftreet, oppofite his own houie, by 
the next day at noon. At the £ime time 
he fent his compliments, letting him know 
that at that time he would dine with him, 
in order to be prefent at the execution of 
Ibme rebels. The unfufpedUng Mayor 
obeyed the command, and at the time ap- 
pointed, provided an entertainment for his 
gueft. Kingilon put about the wine, and 
when he obferved the Mayor's fpirits were 
exhilerated, aiked him if the gibbet was 
ready. Being told that it was,, with a wan- 
ton and diabolical iheer, he ordered him to 
be hanged upon it. Among other unhap- 
py perfons, whole mifbken zeal had drawn 
them into this , rebellion, was a miller. 
This man's fervant had fuch an affei^ioa 

R for 
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for him^ that hearing his maAer was to die, 
he generoufly came to Kingfton, and in- 
treated to fufFer in his ftead. The horrid 
wretch coolly told him, in reply to his pe- 
tition, that fince he liked hanging £o well 
he (hould not be difappointed, and inftantly 
ordered them both to be tied up. We paf- 
fcd the night at Bodmin, and the next 
morning pafTed over the moil dreary coun- 
try I ever faw, not excepting even the road 
from Royfton to Cambridge, until we 
came to 

LAUNCESTONi 

and in the neighbourhood of this town, 
were pleafed to obferve again, the gratefid 
▼eftiges of fertility and verdure. It is 
now populous, and the refidence of many 
&milies of rank. The ruins of the old 
Caftle form a fine obje<£t, as you enter from 
Bodmin. It was once a fortrefs of con- 
fiderable ftrength and importance, indeed 
in fome meafure it might have been flyled 
the bulwark of the coun^. It is iituated 

on 
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on a nfing grouadi ibout a mUe and a half 
fix»n the banks of the river Tamar. 

The laft place we viiited in Cornwall, 
was 

M s wp o R T. 

This town we pafled through after leaving 
Launcefton> which place it feems fo con- 
nedled with, that one may be called the 
fuburbs of the other. Its privilege offend- 
ing two members to Parliament, is the only 
diftindion I know of, which prevents them 
from being included as one and the fame 
place. Soon after leaving Newport, we 
eroded over the Tamar, and re-entered De- 
Tonfliire. This river, which feparates the 
two counties, rifcs about three miles ftom 
the fea coaft, in Moor-Winftow, the moil; 
northern pariih of Cornwall. It ilTues ftom 
die fummit of a Moor, and receiving many 
imall ftreams in its courfe, after flowing 
^orty miles in a dire Aion nearly fouth, ^rma 
the harbour of Hamoze, and there making 

R 2 two 
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two large creeks on the Weft, St. John'? 
and MiUbrook, and one on the eaft, called 
Stonehoufe Creek, it falls into the fea. 

» 

As we left Cornwall, the country began 
to wear a new hce, and form a delightful 
contrafl between the rugged afpedt of a 
barren foil, and the rich fcenery of Devon- 
shire. We pafled through 

L I F T o N, 

^n inconfiderable town, yet almoil as much 
\¥orth notice as 

OAKHAMPTON, 

t>r Ockington, a place fupported entirely by 
its high road, and a fmall manufii6tory of 
ierge. As fbon as we left this town, we 
verged towards the north part of the coun- 
ty, and quitting the Exeter turnpike, pro- 
ceeded over one of the worft roads we had 
yet encountered, in a poft chaife, with four 
Jiorfes, whoie drivers told us, we might 

think 
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ouffelves well off that they conde* 
fcended to condud us at allj and were drag-* 
ged through 

HATHERL EI6H 



and 



TORRINGTON, 



to 
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Hatherleigh gave birth to a very extraordi^ 
naiy genius^ one Jafper Mayne, an eminent 
poet and divine^ of the feventeenth century. 
A legacy of this man's^ to one of his do- 
mefticsy may perhaps be thought worth 
relating. He had an old and faithful fer- 
vanty who ifor many years had humoured all 
his mailer's caprices, and with great fide- 
li^ had finoothed his paflage to the grave. 
To this man he bequeathed a large trunk, 
and on his death bed delivered the key, fay- 
3 ing 
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ing» '^ Stephen^ my lad, take diis ! it opens 
die trunk I have left for yoa, in which you 
will find fbmething to make you drink» 
when I am no more !** The doctor's eyes 
were no iboner clofed, than his (ervant paid 
a vifit to the trunk. The key was ap« 
plied, the lid opened, and difcovered, to 
the eager eyes of the aflonifhed valet, a red 
herring ! 

At Bamflaple we fiiw the filk mills, a 
moft exquifite piece of mechanifin, by 
which means labour is rendered fb extreme- 
ly fimple, that boys and girls condud with 
cafe, the chief part of the work. One 
wheel puts the whole in motion, and, what 
is admirable, any part may be flopped with-- 
out difcompofing the reft. The procefs ap- 
peared to be merely as follows. The (ilk, 
as it is wound fi-om the worms, appears of 
various colours, according to the difference 
of diet. In general, however, the filk re- 
ceives but two diflinft fhades, orange and 
white, fi>r it does not often happen, that 
the fame colledtion of worms are fed in a 

different 



different way, Thcfe colours are feparated» 
and wound upon reels; the reels are 
given to the fpinners, who^ as they are or- 
dered^ unite for different purpofes two, 
three, or more threads together. It is then 
carried to the lafl room, where it is again 
wound into hanks, which are twifled up, 
and packed off to the looms, 

Bamflaple is a very neat refpedahle place. 
Its ffa-eets are well paved, and its houfes are 
oOlone. It has a bridge of fixteen arches 
over the river Taw. Trade flourifhes a- 
mong the inhabitants very rapidly, and its 
markets really appeared more crowded than 
even thofe of Covent Garden, in the heigh- 
day of fpring. The poet Gay, was bom 
either in Bamflaple, or very near it. He 
was educated at the fchool there, and from 
thence bound apprentice to a filk mercer in 
London. From Barnilaple we came to 

SOUTH MOLTON, 

rich in the produdtion of ferge, fhalloon, &c. 
and to neat 

TIVERTON, 
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TIVERTON, 



whichj excepting the city of Exeter, boaib 
of more popularity, more extenfive manu« 
fadtories in woollen, and alio of being lar- 
ger, than any of the inland towns in De« 
vonfhire. But the greatcft glory of Tiver- 
ton is the free ichool, founded by Peter 
Blondel, a clothier of this place. It main- 
tains eight fcholars at the two Univerfities, 
which are elected from it, and placed at 
Baliol College Oxford, and Sidney Col- 
lege Cambridge. Entering Somerfetfhire, 
a county abounding with pleafing views, 
and peculiarly happy in its rich difplay o^ 
verdure and fertility, where agriculture 
feems to fhiile among the trees, and pro-> 
miie its bleflings to induffay, we pro- 
ceeded in our itinerary through 

WELLINGTON, 

with its large church and little hofpital, its 
pots and its wool, and came at the end of 

a fine 
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a fine evening, to the very hanc&bme town 
of 

TAUNTON. 

This is one of the moft populous boroughs 
in the kingdom. The ftreets are fpacious 
and handfbme, the inns good, the markets 
well fupplied, and aiibrding plenty of arti- 
cles ; in fhort, it offers a very inviting re- 
ception for all travellers of every denomina- 
tion. The manuiadtories employ many 
thoufand perfbns in the fabrication of all 
woollen fluffs, fi>r the weaving of which, 
eleven hundred looms have at one time 
been employed in this place. We flept at 
Taunton, and having fpent the chief part of 
the next morning in fboUing about the 
town, proceeded afterwards dirough 

BRTDGEWATER, 

a port fituated at the difbmce of twelve 
n^es from the Briftol Channel, upon the 

S river 
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river Parnet, by which fhips of two hun- 
dred tons may come up to its key. It is 
one of the moft confiderable towns in the 
county^ and carries on a very extenfive trade, 
both foreign and domeftic. 

'* Aliquando dorcnitat Homenis,** 

There are three words for you, reader, to 
chew upon — ^what think you, are they mif- 
applied. I have waded along, trudging 
many a weary mile in fearch of amuiement 
for you, and having dragged you through 
feveral dull pages^ fet you down, at lail, to 
reft yourfelf in 

WELLS. 

The h& is, from the moment I left the 
Logan rock, until this hour, I have met 
with nothing worth writing about. But 
as I well know how inconfiftent it would 
be, with the ufual mode of travelling 
fcribblers, to bring you, by a fudden jerk, 
from the Land's End to the City of Wells, 
3 without 
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without bcftowing a fyllable upon the places 
intervening, I contrived to hurry you, £uH 
fpeed, through Redruth, St. Michael, St. 
Columb, Bodmin, Launcefton, Newport, 
Lifton, Oakhampton, Hatherleigh, Tor- 
rington, Bamfbple, South Molton, Tiver- 
ton, Wellington, Taunton, and Bridgewater, 
paving my way with a word here, and a 
remark there, merely to avoid a blank in my 
itinerary. Leaving you therefore ifl full 
view of the Cathedral, and at leifure to take 
breath, I (hall withdraw to my repofe, and 
hope to rife in the morning with fpirit to 
refumc my pen, and incKnatipn to renew my 
converiatbh wkh you. 
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ty ON jour/ ami kSteur-^^^t you feacfy to 
proceed ? Eb bien / -^Axtr / 

There arc many things which occur in the 
progrefs of a tour^ and which one ought 
to fee^ not fb much for the pleafure the 
view of them affords, as for the fame of 
faying one has feen them. Of this num- 
ber, I think, is the Cathedral of Wells ; 
which, with all its antiquity, would not 
induce me to viQt that ci^, if it did not lay 
in the road to Bath. And yet fhould any 

one 
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one obferve, in a large company^ that he 
had been at Wells, and did not vifit the 
Cathedral, four out of five would exclaim, 
" Not fee the Cathedral ? Oh Goth ! oh 
Vandal !" fo prevalent is the defire of boaft- 
ing that one has feen every thing. But 
however to prove that, in this infhnce, I 
was neither a Goth nor a Vandal, it is ne- 
ceffaiy I fhould give fome account of what 
I really did (ee« 

The front of this Cathedral, which has 
been built upwards of five hundred years; 
is the firft objeift which ftnkes the atten- 
tion. Such a profufion of imagery, fuch ah 
exuberant diiplay of carved work, fo embo- 
died with cherubim and feraphim, mitre- 
dom and mart3nrdom, kings, demigods and 
devils, is a fpedacle more unique, than I 
ever met with before, or ever defire to fee 
again* Thus much for its exterior, and of 
the interior little need be faid ; except that 
it is well fwept and white-wafhed, and con- 
tains a curious antique clock, and a painted 
window. The palace is reckoned one of 

the 



»84 



TOOK TH&OUOH TBB 



the handfomeft in the kingdom : it is for- 
tified with walls^ and a moat. On the 
fouth fide it wears very much the appear- 
ance of a Caftle. The cloifters, adjoining 
to the churchy are fpacious, and the Chap- 
ter-Houfe, like many other edifices of the 
fame nature^ is a rotundum^ fupported by 
one pillar in the middle* 

As for the founders of the Cathedral^ 
with all due reverence to that venerable 
part of our progenitors, who dedicated their 
devout labours to thefe ancient monuments 
of their liberality and zeal» I pafs over them 
with refpedtful brevity ; not fi-om any wil- 
ful inattention of my own, but becaufe my 
readers, whofe intereil I moil covet upon 
thefe occafions, will not be the better 
pleafed with me, for introducing to thenx 
his Majefty King Ina, or the right reverend 
Fitz Joceline, with a long account of that 
Monarch, who in the year (even hundred 
Suid four^ built the Cathedral, and his fuc-. 
cefipr, the Bifhop, who afterwards repaired: 
it. 

The 
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The Cathedral being feeri, nothing elfe 
Tcmains to detain traivellers. The ftrcets 
of Wells are broad, and the buildings rather 
handic»ne than otherwife. But it would 
be nugatory to hefitate a moment in de- 
fcriptions of ftreets or buildings, while we 
are in the vicinity of that pattern of all 
neatnefs, that miflrefs of elegance, the 
city of 

BATH. 

Its numerous vifitants were difperfed whert 
we arrived. Its parades were empty, and 
its throng removed* But although the fea- 
fon was over, for pleafure and diflipation, 
we had the more leifure to contemplate. 
Its edifices, its public rooms, its baths, its 
ftreets, are beyond any thing the world can 
parallel of a fimilar nature. The fituation 
of the city, and the view, as you approach 
it, is delightful. A range of hills encircle 
it in the form of an amphitheatre, and in a 
beautiful valley, upon the banks of the 
Avon, flands the city itklf. I fhall not 

pre- 
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prefume to enter upon a minute detail of all 
its churches^ hofpitals^ and cuftomsy nor of 
its curiofities, whether ancient or modem* 
The few remarks I am enabled to make^ 
will at all times be found fufficiently tri* 
fling* Such as they arc, I wifli to con- 
fine them, in general, to fubjedls which are 
not quite £0 well known as the hiftory of 
cities and towns. A place fo often deicribed 
as Bath, admits of no room for novelty. 
Abler hands have fatisfied the world in this 
refpeft ; and one's ear aches with hack- 
neyed fables of King Bladud, and his lepro«- 
fy, his hogs, and his fprings 1 and with dull 
old flories of the good things which Beau 
Nafh faid to the ladies near a century ago. 

There is no doubt but that the city of 
Bath owes its origin entirely to its ialubri- 
ous waters. From doubtful fourCes we de- 
rive a tradition, that long before the birth of 
our Saviour, and confequently before the 
coming of the Romans, its admirable hot 
fprings were celebrated for the cure of nu- 
merous difeaies. From theie uncertain 

accounts. 
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accounts^ we form fbme conjedure of 
the origin of Bath^ and the difcoveiy of 
its iprings. However, veiy little is known 
with regard to thpfe who firft found out the 
uie of them, and that little is involved in 
ohiamty. This however, is certain, that 
for ages paft, a vaft refort of people, whofe 
diforders could be either removed or alle- 
viated by the waters, has been occafioned 
by them. Both the city of Bath, and the 
acQacent country abound with thefe iprings^ 
which are both hot and cold. In fome 
places the hot and cold arife very near each 
other |. in one place within two 3rards, . and 
in others, within eight or nine of the main 
bath* It is remarkable, that thef^ hot 
fprings are always the iame, for the lohgeft 
and heaviefl rains neither make them ,diA 
charge more water, nw the drieft feafbns 
occafion their difcharging lefs. Hence it 
is evident, that thefe waters are not diluted, 
and their mineral virtues weakened by rains ; 
neither are their virtues heightened, nor is 
the vrater made ftronger by dry weather. 



Of 
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Of thcTe ^ringSi^ that called the craft 
bathi from a crof^ formerly treated in the 
niiddlc of it^ is of a gentle and moderate 
warmth^ and a perfon may endtire to ftaj 
much longer in it than in any of the others. 
It is endofed with a wall, coveted by James 
Lee» Earl of Marlborough i on the fides of 
which are feats^ and at the ends galleriea 
for mufic and ipedators» under which are 
flips or rows of finsdl drefiing rooms, one of 
which ranges is for the gentlemen, and the 
other for the ladies ; who being diefied in 
Hnen habits, go together into the water, the 
men keeping on one fide, and the women 
on the others In the middle is a marble 
pillar, adorned with curious fculpturt^ 
ereded at the expence of the Earl of Mel- 
fort, in compliment to king James the 
lecond and his queen, and in memory of 
their meeting here. This bath fills in 
fixteen hours. 

The hot bath, which is fo called from 
its being muph hotter than the cmfs bath, 
is fifty-eight feet and a half diilant fix)m it. 

This 
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bath ha$ a well« the water of which» 
not only fupplies it^ own pump, but ii 
cpnveyed by pipes to the pump in the croi* 
bath, though the latter alfo has a fpring^ 
whofe water is milk warm. ^ 

The king's bath, which is much the 
largeft, is accommodated with many dref- 
fing places, feme of which are appropriated 
to the men, and others to the women, both 
of whom bathe in linen ihifts and drawers* 
There k here a fpring fo hot, that they are 
obliged to turn nsoft of it away, for four of 
heating the bath too much i however, tha 
heat of the hotteft fpring is not fufficient to 
harden an egg. Before this^bath there is 
an handibme buHding, called the pump 
nom, well known as the refort of all thofe 
who meet to drink the Bath waters, or tp 
fee one another, or merely for the purpoie 
of lounging. 

I cannot be reconciled to that method 
which is here purfued, of pouring down hot 
water by the quart, whether in health or 

T2 BOt^ 
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not. The pumpers aiTure yoii, that it rifes 
fix>in the very mouth of the fpring, and is 
conveyed to them by pipes^ before it reaches 
the bath. This may be all true, but fince 
we are Co muoh guided by the eye, in what 
we eat and drink, and fancied filth is almoft 
as bad as filth in reality, I think a better 
plan might be adopted, and one more ac- 
cordant to the delicate nerves of invalids, 
than the prefent mode of drinking the 
Bath waters ; fetting afide the indecency of 
expofing to public view, all ages and fexes, 
finoaking pell-mell beneath the windows of 
^e puhip room. 

^ So wbik littk Tabby was wafliing ber rump, 
•* The ladies kept drinking it oat of tlie pump.** 

A new edifice is however eredting, and 
I believe for the purpofe of a drinking 
room. This evil may then perhaps be 
remedied, which might be efieded with 
the greateft eafe, as it is only altering the 
fituation of the windows. * 

» 

The Queen's Bath has no fpring of its 
own, but is fiippUed by water fix)m the 
king's^ There 
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' There is alfo a bath for thofe affliSed 
with the leprofy» and ncme but thofe who 
have that difeafe, or ibme other of the fame 
nature are allowed to uie it. The poor who 
bathe in it are fupported by*the town, aad 
by the contributions of thofe who enjoy l^e 
benefit of the other baths. It is made by 
the overflowing of the Crofs Bath. 

The feafbns for drinking the bath waters 
are the Spring and Autumn. The firfl: be- 
gins with -April and ends in June* The 
Autumn feaibn begins with September and 
continues till December. In the Spring, 
Bath is frequented chiefly by invalids, but 
m the Autumn, at leaft two thirds of the 
Company confifl: of thofe who viflt this 
place for the pleafure it afibrds. Amufe- 
ments of eveiy kind are met with in abun- 
dance, and in fbme feafbns there have been 
no lefs than eight thoufand perfons at Bath, 
befides its confhmt inhabitants. 

The buildings in Bath have a degree of 
elegance which no other city can boaft. 

This 



This is owing to the great plenty of Aone 
which is Ibund in the neighbourhood, with 
which the chief part of the city is built. It 
is dug from the quarries in Clarton Downs, 
where the races are kept, and brought fiom 
thence by machines invented by that public 
•ipirited,generouS| and ingenious man, whom 
Pope has immortalized in his ^' Man of 
Rofs," and who will be remembered as long 
us Bath endures, &r his liberal contributions 
to the fupport of that city, and for the relief 
x>f the poor. Mr. Allen gave all the Aone 
uied in ereding the infirmary— a noble 
ilradture, capable of receiving one hundred 
and fifty patients, who are admitted firom all 
parts of the kingdom* 



Among the edifices which add fo much to 
thebeauty of Bath, is that elegant quadrangle 
called Queen'sSquare,enriched with colunms 
aodpilaftersofthe Corinthian order. On one 
fide is a fine chapel, and in the center is an 
obelUk Seventy fiset high, which, as the in- 
icriptioa imports, was erected by Richard 
Naih, Efq; in grttefiil repiembiance of the 

honours 
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bMioors cofiierped on this dty by the prihce 
and princds of Wales^ in die year 1736, 
wfaeti they lodged in this fquait. In that 
near the Abbey churchy called .Orange 
Square^ is a monumental ftone^ in compli* 
m^it to the Ptincc of Orange^ whofe health 
IMS rejftored by die Bath waters^ ere Aed by 
die fime perfom 

The new ecUfices, which compofe Queen's 
Square^ ChandMS fiuildings^ the North and 
South Parade^ King's Mead Square, Gal*^ 
Idway's Buildings, and die Circus^ (a noble 
drcle of magnificent buildings, beautifully 
i^ted with ilone, with a fine circular area 
in die middle^ enc(Hto|>afired with palifades 
of iron) were all built after the plans of that 
Celebrated ait^hiteft Mr. Wood. An inge-^ 
nious audior, and one to whom I am indebt- 
ed for the greatest part of this account of 
Badi, obferves that it fiir exceeds London 
in regularity of building, and in being pro-* 
portionably a much finer city. '^ The moft 
criticifing eye," &ys he, ^^ muft allow, that 
'^ the Circus is truly beautifiil, and oma* 
3 " mented 
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'^ mooted to that jilft degree of elegaoce^ 
*' whkh^ if I may be allowed the expref- 
^' fioQi, lies between prafiifion and fim-* 
V plidly/' 

The Creicent, an elegant fepiicircular 
range of buildings> would» if Bath could 
boaft no other edifice worth our attention* 
claim a particular fhare of admiration. I 
do not know how far my taAe may be called 
in queftion» when I iay^ I cannot but prefer 
the Crefcent to the Circus ; for ietting afide 
the pre-eminence it receives from its form, 
over the ftiff and fermal cut of a circle, its 
iituation, as fix>nting a delightful profpeAof 
a fine country, would alone induce me to 
give it the preference. There is a fameneis 
in the Circus, which may not perhaps be 
perceived by thofe who view it merely as a 
fine piece of architedure^but muflbe felt by 
others who are doomed to refide in it. The 
efiedt is not fb in the Crefcent ; there is,! to 
nfe an exjxeffion of Gray's, fbmething & 
rus^in-fUrbe^ifb in the whole of it, that I 
would chufe a houife in that edifice, wkai 

com- 
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oompared with one in the Circus, with full 
as little hefitation, as I would prefer apart- 
ments in the front of Wilton Houfe, to the 
dull monaftic chambers in the firft court of 
St. John's College, Cambridge. 

« • 

The Cathedral, at Bath, is a fmall, but 
noble ftrudture, and the infide of the roof is 
ncady wrought. The Theatre is large and 
elegant. In fhort, the buOdings of this city 
are magnificent, and in a grand tafte ; the 
ftreets are large, well paved, and clean ; the 
market place is fpacious and open; the 
grove, the fquares, and the parades afford 
the moft agreeable promenades. 

The remains of Roman magnificence, their 
baths and fiidatories, aiid many antique fpe- 
cimens of very auguft ftruftures, are ftill vi- 
fible. The wall with which the city was 
formerly furrounded, is ftill eafily traced. 
Thus Bath may be iaid to afibrd a univerfal 
fcope fi)r every thing that is defirable. The 
man of pleafbre, may be here fiitiated with 
^mufement j the philoropher,may analyze its 

U lalu- 



&lubrious (prings; the antiquarian^ majf 
purfue his refearcbe^ till he wearies himietf 
with conjefture; the man of letters^ will find 
ample repertories of genius; the poet^ end-^ 
lefs fubjedts to exercife his wit ; the painter^ 
may delineate the features of beauty, or 
pourtray the luxuriant variety of landlcape ; 
and, laft of all, the dejeSed invalid, may re- 
Aore to its wonted tenour the fhattered fyf^ 
tem of a broken conftitution, and, by rouf^ 
mg his debilitated nerves to their accuflom-' 
ed tone^ revive his health and renovate hi& 
fpirits. 

About Bath, the country on each fide the 
Avon, IS very hilly and uneven ; thefe hill^ 
form a mofl beautiful profpeA, although 
they arc of little advantage to their pofief- 
for s, being neither fertile in herbage nor tim- 
ber. In general the foil confifts of rocksj, 
which lie near or quite up to the furface. 
The fruitfulnefs of the vaUies, however, en- 
tirely riiakes amends for the barfennefs of 
the hills> and they are genirally employed 
m paflure^ 

There 



There is perhaps no part of the world, 
fetting afide the infernal purlieus of St. 
James's, where gaming is carried to fo high 
a pitch as at Bath. This is owing, in great 
meafure, to that fwarm of demons, who un-^ 
der the general nzcncofblack-'Jegs^oTjharperf^ 
infeft all places of public amufement. In 
Bath one is never fecure from the infidipus 
defignsoftheleinde&tigable harpies. They 
infeft the rooms, the promenades, nay, in- 
confiftent a^ it may feem, the very churchef 
are not free from the profanation of thefe 
vermin. The highwayman^ who openly 
demands his plunder, is a hero to reptiles 
iuch as thefe. What is our police ? Wher? 
are our magiftrates? in the Aamc of equity 
and honour, why ileeps the rod of juflice ? 
when fcoundr^s with white hairs, I hgd al- 
moil faid, venerable villains, are fufFered to 
patrole our {greets, arm in arm with the 
flower of our nobility, whom they pillages a.t 
their leifure, under the afTumied and ipecious 
mafk of gentlemen* 

U 2 BRIS« 
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BRISTOJL 

lay next in our route, a city long renowned 
for dirt and commerce. Here the traveller 
finds renewed all the throng and buftle of 
the metropolis. Bufy faces, crowded 
ftreets, carts, coaches, fmoke, and noife, re- 
prefent fo exadly the hurry and confufion 
of London, that it requires a very flight ex- 
ertion of the fancy to imagine one's felf abfo- 
lutely in the Strand. 

At firft fight we are apt to wonder 
why Briflol pofi^fi!es the convenience of 
hackney coaches, and fo elegant a city as 
Bath has no other mode of conveying its 
inhabitants fix)m place to place but by fe« 
dan chairs; a fubftitute fo very inferior. 
The reafon foon prefcnts itfelf. At Bath 
there are fisw places in which a coach 
can enter ; its parades, its by-courts, and 
allies, in which many genteel families 
jrefide, are fo formed that nothing of this 
fort, except chairs, can be admitted. 

Briflol 
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Briftol is no lefs than feven miles in cir- 
cumference; it contains above thirteen 
thoufand houfes^ and one hundred thoufand 
inhabitants* It is fituated between two 
rivers, the Avon, and the little river Frome. 
It is faid to be partly in Gloucefterfhire and 
partly in Somerfetfhire, becauib it fhmds 
upon the north and fbuth fides of the Avon, 
but being a county of itfelf, it properly be- 
longs to neither. Thefe parts of the city 
are connedled by a ftone bridge over the 
Avon, and the uncommon dilplay of veflels, 
on each fide of this bridge, whofe mails, like 
a crowded foreft, extend as far as the eye 
can reach, afford a convincing proof of 
the opulence of Briflol, and its dignity in 
trade/ 

The quay is one of the moft commodious 
in England. It is half a mile in length, and 
is feen thronged with merchants of all na- 
tions, and laden with produftions from every 
quarter of the earth. 

« 

■J?.' The 
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The cathedral, on the college green, is a 
Gothic flru&ure, adorned with the effigies 
of feveral of the kings of England. There 
is nothing in the building worth notice. 

Queen's Square, adorned with rows of 
trees, forms a pleaiing promenade for the 
citizens : In the cepter of it is an equeftrian 
ftatue of King William the Third* 

The manufadtory of glafs is carried to a 
great extent in Briftol ; this a traveller will 
eaiily perceive fix)m the vaf): number of cones 
which are feen fmoking in different parts 
of the city. 

The royal exchange is worth feeing. It is 
about two thirds as large as that in London, 
and is built in the fame manner. 

The theatre is a very good one ; I wifli I 
could lay as much of the performers. 
There is now and then one or two tolerable 
a£tors to be feen, who come from London 
during the funmier, but in general the ftage 

is 



10 fupplied with the ranters from Bath> who 
are veiy indiflferent adtors. 

One of the hackney coaches conducted u9 
two fhort miles from Briflol to the 

HOT-WELLS. 

From the houfes on each fide of the road, alt 
the way, a perfon would fuppofe it was 
merely a continuation of the city ; but a 
very fhort refidence proves that they are as 
diflinA and different as it is pofiible for two 
places to be, which are fb near each other. 

The Hot-wells, like Bath, has been 
formed by the virtue of its fprings. The 
waters are not of the fame nature ; I believe 
they are ufed for very different purpofes, but 
as to the effed: they are faid to produce, or 
the properties which diflinguifheach of thefe 
mineral fluids, it is not my prefent intention 
to determine. 

Of all, the watering places in this king- 

dom, there is perhaps no one more pleafingp 

3 thaii 
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than the delightful vHlage which is here 
formed for the reception of its vifitants. Its 
fcenery has more glowing colours, and I 
believe prefents bolder ftrokes of the piSiu^ 
re/que, than can be found in any other part 
of England. The Avon winding through 
precipices, whofe fides, almoft perpendicu- 
lar, fhoot up to a prodigious height, inter- 
rupted and broken with rocks, feems as if 
it had ftole a paflage through one of thofe 
flupendous chafms which nature leaves* af- 
ter her moft violent revolutions. Thus, im- 
mured as it were by an earthquake, it flows 
filently along, while trees which have forced 
their roots through the craggy interfliccs of 
its banks, wave their proud arms high above 
its furiace. 

The beautiful foffil, called Briftol ftone, 
abounds in great plenty upon the banks of 
the Avonand among the rocks in theneigh^ 
bourhood of the hot-wells. The houfes 
which have been built, for thofe families 
who refort to this place, are formed into a 
village above the wells, which is called 

Clifton. 
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difton. It 1$ near this place that thefe 
ftones are found in the greateft quantitj. 
Thofe dug from St. Vincent's Rocks^ are of 
the cryftal kind; fome of them are perfedly 
clear and colourlefs, and others a little in- 
clining to white ; but of thefe lafl there are 
very few* They are naturally as well polifh- 
ed as if they came from the hands of a la- 
pidary^ and many of them feem fit to be fet 
in rings without any further trouble, except 
that of feparating them from each other. 
They are found in large quantities, in the 
cracks of rocks, and cavities of flones, but 
chiefly in thofe of iron ore. The poor peo- 
ple, the wives of the labourers who dig the 
ftone for building the houfes at Clifton, and 
the (hops near the pump*room, all fell thefe 
ftones. They will afk extravagant prices 
for good fpecimens of it, and the chief part 
of that which is the moft common they fend 
away to embeljifh grottos, for which pur* 
pofe they arc very proper, as they have a 
polifh that will laft for ever. 

Thefe ftones rife in a great variety of 
forms in difi«rent places, and the cluilers 

X of 



of them ate yet mdre curious in their appear- 
ance. About Clifton they refemble table 
diamonds, but where the pyramids ftand 
tipright they have the appearance of rofe 
diamonds. In fome placed alfo about Clif- 
ton, where they are very fmall, (hort, and 
numerous, they have fo ihany anjgles, and 
the light is fb varioufly refle Aed, that they 
appear like clufters of fmall brilliants, fet 
by a jeweller. In the neighbourhood of 
King*s Wefton, the clufters rife higher, 
and arc more irregular, yet have an 
elegant appearance. Some fhoot up lik6 
the hinder teeth of a calf^ and others 
like the fpires and turrets of old ca- 
thedrals. In fbme there feem to be litdd 
hairs, in others white fpccks, in many bub- 
bles of air, and in others drops of Water. 
Thofe that are pure and clear, and fuch as 
are flightly tinged with colours, are exceed- 
ing hard, and will bear a ftrong fire without 
alteration; but thofe that are flawed, or 
otherwife imperfed, cannot bear this trials 
for they will crack, or turn white in the 
fire* 

Wherever 



Wherever -there is a crack between the. 
$Jid parts of a ftonje, or wherever there is a 
cavity in a lump of ore, thefe cryftals are to 
be founds They gexiefally adhere tx> the 
rock or ore at one end, hut this is not al- 
ways the cafe, fer iSoaxc adhere to the ftone 
by one fide, and thefe ar/s pointed at both 
ends* They are commonly compoied of a 
column ffT Aem x)f iix ^dcs, and terminate 
in a point lij^ a pyramid that has alio iix 
fides. The fmall ones are tinged with va- 
rious colours much more frequently than 
the larger. 

We dedicated xme jBornii^g, duriog the 
time allotted for our continuance at the Hot- 
Wells, for an excurfion to King^s Weftoji. If 
any one (hould fiiQcefid fat ip the route I 
have taken, I would ftrongly recommend a 
ride to this place. All that renders it worth 
viiiting is the uncommon beauty -of the 
proipeds arouad it. On one iide, Jsoking 
towards ^riild and Bath, the eye com.- 
mands an esfteafiv^ ranjge over the moft 
delightful <x>^ntfy the imagination x^an 
conceive, dcnkiivated tp the JiigheA de- 

X 2 . gree. 
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gree, and forming a rich difpky of almofi: 
every thing that can render a landfcape beau* 
tiful. By changing the fituation, and look- 
ing in a contrary direftion, the Briftol chan- 
nel, the rivef Severn, and the oppofite (hores 
of Glamorganfhire, with all the fouthern 
coaft of Wales is prefented at one view. I 
hardly know £o beautiful a fpot, nor do I 
believe one can be found in England com* 
bining a greater variety of fcenery,-^ 

Strait mine eye hatih caught new pleafures, 
Whilft the landfcape round it meafures; 
Ruflet lawnsy and fallows grey» 
Where the nibbling flocks do ftniy ; 
Mountains* on whofe barren breafi, 
* The lab*ring clouds do often reft i ' 
^tadows trim, with daifies pied. 
Shallow brooksy and rivers wide* 
Towers and battlements it fees 
9ofom*d high in tufked trees. 

MiUdo. 

The feafon for drinking the Briflol waters 
continues from April to September, during 
which time this place is much frequented. 
There is a very good pump-room, and the 
ajnuiements are carried on upon the fame 
plaa as at other watering places. 
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E now direfted our courfe towards the 
Severn, intending to crofs into Wales 
by the new ferry. Some officious friend fa- 
voured us with his advice upon this fubjed:, 
and I was filly enough to be perfuaded it 
was good. Lefl others fhould be alfo mif- 
Icd, and, by following our example, lofc the 
opportunity of feeing Tintern Abbey, with 
the gardens of Chepflow, I beg leave to in- 
fert a few lines of admonition. 

There are two paiTages over the Severn, onfc 
called the Auft, the other the New Ferrj^. 
There is not a doubt but that the former is the 
proper paffage, and for die reafons I have 
mentioned; but as the tribe of innkeepers and 
3 poftiUions, 
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poftillions, interefted in favour of each other, 
employ all their ingenuity as heft fuits their 
own purpofes, I would caution every perfbn 
againit paying the leaft attention to any 
fcheme they devife^and particularly ib when 
it interferes with a plan already arranged. 

From the Hot- Wells we came through a 
beautiful country to the New-Pallage Houfe 
upon the banks of the Severn. There are 
DO fraair boats kept at this place ; but wheo 
paflengers arrive too late for the larger vcf- 
fels, they light a bundle of ftraw, the finoke 
of which gives notice to the people on the 
oppofite ihore, that fome perfbns are waiting 
to crofs over. We took the opportunity of 
dii^ing while this ceremony was going for- 
ward, and beheld from our window a charm- 
ing profpeft of the Severn, bordered with 
the rich paftures of Wales, whofe meadows, 
rifing from the banks of the river, prefent a 
jdiftaxit but inviting ipecimen of the country. 
Upon the ihore we found vaft numbers of 
beautiful white pebbles, apparently a fpeci^s 
jq£ aiabafter, which ieems to abound in this 
rf:ouatiy« W^ were told that the inhabitants 

of 
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of Wbrcefter convey away large quantities 
f^S thefe pebbles, which are ufed in theirma^ 
nufadlories of China ware. 

Our boat loon made its appearance^ 
manned with four ftout rowers, who con- 
ducted us three miks acrofs this beautiful 
piece of water, which, although as yelfow as 
the Avon at Briftol, neverthelefs like that 
river prefents fuch beautiful fcenery on each 
fide of it, that Unmindiul of its colour we 
glide over its muddy waters with delight. 

Landing at a place called Black Rock, 
We entered the county of Monmouth, and 
formed no bad prefage of the cleanlinefs and 
comfort of thefe Cambro- Britons from the 
neatnefs of our inn, ^nd.the homely hospi- 
table deportment of our landlady.— But as it 
will happen, that the manager of travelling 
excurfions muft now and then call ofFhis at-, 
tention from the llirrounding fcenes, to con- 
template things of lefs importance, fo I 
found at this place, tfiat, . if I regarded the 
iafety of our luggage, I muft depend more 
ttpon my own difcretion, and not fo much 

upon 
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Upon the bewildered brain of our blunder* 
fng valet. To him all was furprife and 
amazement. Every new fcene opened a 
new fyftem of gaping and enquiry, and loft 
as he was among the wonders around him, 
we might have deemed him a lucky mor- 
tal in having been (b fortunate as to re- 
tain his head upon his Ihoulders. 

Our drefling-cafe contained numberlefs 
little neceifaries, without which it would 
not be eafy to proceed. I had often cau- 
tioned him againft dropping this box and 
our trunk from his lift of mementos^ and ha.d 
as often been afTured that nothing was more 
impoilible as be bad nothing elfe to think of. 
However, at landing, we wifhed to get our 
flutes out of the trunk. " Well, Jeremy, 
where is the key?" " In the dreifing 
cafe." " And where is the dreffing cafe ?" 
With a moft profound fliake of his head, 
thrufling both his hands into his breeches 
pockets, then into his coat, then into his 
waiftcoat, he caft a look of fcrutiny towards 
the boat, and from the boat over the river 

to 
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to the oppofite (hof e^ and from thence, in a 
direft line towards BriftoU then back to the 
ion where we dined, and from the inn to the 
boat again, breaking out at lift with a mod 
pidiii] exclamation, " By Jingo, the dreffing 
cafe !** recolledling that it was exadly eleiren 
mflefi on the other fide the water, Handing 
upon a little fquai'e table in the clofet ad-» 
joining my bed room at the Hot- Wells. 

The paflage over the Severn is, fix)m th* 
great rapidity of that river, rendered often 
unpleaiant and ibmetimes dangerous. The 
fmmber of&nd banks, and fharp black rocks, 
which are difperfed in different places, make 
it neceflary to have a good p3ot upon iht£t 
occafions. Our landlady entertained us, 
at fupper, with the ftory of a melancholy 
accident that happened, a few years ago, to a 
party who were endeavouring to crois the 
Severn at a time when the weather was un- 
fevourable, 

A fudden gaUt of wind took off the hat 
of a gendeman, and conveyed it away, in an 

y oppofite 
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oppoiite diredtion^ when the boat was half 
way over. The gentleman infifted that 
the watennan ihould put about and endea- 
vour to recover it. They aiTured him that 
it was as much as their lives were worth to 
rifk fuch an attempt. The other pafllenger s 
remonftrated with him, but in vain ; the 
gentleman continued inflexible^ and finding 
all his entreaties were to no purpofe^ he £ud* 
denly feized the helm, and endeavoured to 
turn the boat. In the ftruggle this occa« 
iioneda the helm got a wrong twiil, and the 
boat inilantly filled and went to the bottom* 
The hat was afterwards found, when it ap- 
peared that the owner had cogent reaibns for 
his inconfiderate conduct, as feveral bills 
were fecreted in the lining of it. 

Various other accidents have been occa^ 
fioned in this pailage ; fbme, from the dif- 
turbance arifing in thefe veflels when cattle 
are unmanageable, others, from the ign(v- 
rance of the watermen who undertake the 
guidance of the pafJage boats, and many, 
from the turbulence of the paflage itfelf^ 

which 
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wWch is often greater than one would ex- 
pe<a to meet with in a place of this nature. 

The next morning, bending our courfe 
weftward towards Milford haven, we came 
to a piece of Roman antiquity, about two 
mHes from Black Rock. It is a curious 
teflelated pavement, and is fituated in the 

middle of an orchard, in the little village of 

• ' J- 

CABRWENT. 

This Mofaic pavement is a remarkable 
fpecimen of Roman elegance ; and from its 
high ftate of prefervation, ought by no 
means to be negle<fled by thofe who wifh 
to notice things worthy of obfervation.* 

Y 2 A la- 

* Mr. Wyndham thas fpeaks of this MoTaic pavement, 
in his toor through Monmouth(bire and Wales.— '* The 

• 

" original level is perfedly preferved^ and fcarcely a flone 
" is miffing from it. If we confider this ancommon pre- 
'* fervacioh, added to the exa^efa and elegance of the 
'* Gompofition, I (hall not be afraid to aflert, that thit 
** antiquity need not to yield the palm to any teffelated 
" work that has been difcovered, either on this^ or on the 
" other fide of the Alps* In my own opinion, it i& equal 
*' to thofe beaatiful pavements, which are fo carefully pre- 
" ferved in the palace of the King of Naples at Portici/' 
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A l^KMirerf about fi^ven yearn ago» was 
digging a bole in the orchard for the purpoie 
of planting an apple tree. About twelve 
inches below the fiir£u:e of the earth he 
met with this paveoientf vd^ aAonifhed at 
the circumftance^ conununicated the dif- 
covcfy to the owner of the eftate. Fortu-» 
nately for the curious the proprietor* hap« 
pened to be a man of tafte, andpoflefled too 
great a regard for the works of his fore- 
others to deffaroy fo precious a relic for the 
&ke of a pippin. The ground was cleared 
away, the rubbiih removed, and a ihed ere&- 
cd over the place,^ to defend it from the in- 
juries of the weather and the plundering 
curibfity of the conunon people. It is well 
fo much precaution was ufod, or, like the 
brazen plate at Stonehenge, we fhould have 
heard of the: difcoveiy and deftrudiiHi of it 
at the fame inftant of time. 

It appears to have been the floor of fome 
magnificent apartment belong to the Ro** 

mans, 

t Mr. Ltwii^ of CkcpOow. 
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maois, and> ia the pattern of the vmrkman** 
ihip is ncc very tiiilike one of our Axminfter 
carpets. It is compofed of imall cubic 
pieeea of ftone, or marble, none of which are 
hf^pr ikzn cammon die$. They confift of 
km coknrsy bkie, white, red, and yellow; 
which are varied and difpoied according to 
the pattern of the pavement* Thedifeovery 
of ^s piece of antiquity has induced the poor 
villagers to make further reiearches, and ac- 
cordingly they have dug from their gardens, 
their fields, and the banks of the public road, 
a noodier of copper coins, with now and 
then afewfquare tiles, ornamented with an* 
ti^ne figures and Raman infcriptions; I 
n^de enquiry afterthefe, and with difficulty 
procured about thirteen fmall pieces, which, 
ahhough apparently of lefa value than an 
EngUfli farthing, they had already learned to 
appreciate with all the fpirit of antiquarians r 

Caerwent, although now an obfcure mi- 
ierable village, was a confiderable ilation 
during the periods of Roman greatneis. 

Until Utely it h^d nothing but the fragments 

of 
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of its ancient walls to manifeft its former 
magnificence. 

As for the 2sn, in which this pavement 
originated^ we may reafonably conclude that 
it was made during the time Agricola com-* 
mandedin Britain. From Tacitus we leara 
that he was the firft general, who, by in- 
troducing the luxuries and refinements of 
Rome, endeavoured to meliorate the lavage 
manners of the ancient Britons. 

In the neighbourhood of Caerwent, the 
traveller begins to obferve the features of 
that delightfiil fcenery which fo ftrongly 
marks the landfcapes in South Wales. The 
country becomes inexprefiibly beautiful, 
adorned with culture, and diverfified with 
vegetation. We left Caerleon on our right, 
and pafled on to 

NEWPORT; 

not from any wilful negledl on our fide, but 
becaufe we were ignorant, at that time, of 

3 its 
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its pofleffing any curiofity whatever. This 
was owing to our want of a proper guide 
through the country. Mr. Wyndham'^ 
ercelknt account of his tour is become 
exceedingly fctrce; we were not able to 
procure even a fight of it^ at the commence- 
ment of our tour, nor was it until our 
return to London, that we were fortunate 
enough to meet with it» when, after much 
difficulty, and more entreaty, we obtained a 
copy of that valuable work. 

Caerleon was once a Roman city of great 
fame, and confiderabk eminence. Many 
reaiains of its ancient magnificence are iUll 
extant. As it lies fo contiguous to the 
route every on& fhould purfue, in a journey 
through South Wales, and is remarkable for 
its antiquities, I would caution all thofe 
who come after me, againil fuch an oniif- 
fion as ours. I cannot help wifhing, upon 
thefe occafions, that a word or two was 
added, now and then, to the finger board of 
a direding poft, fignifying, that fuch and 
fuch things were to be feen by turning to 

the 
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the right or to the left. Surdf fhit ii 
worth the attefition of a pari£b officer^ wben 
he confiders^ what no peribn of his ilaihp 
deem beneath their notke, that by thk 
means will be occafioned an influx of money 
within the fphere of his own pttrogativt^-^ 
But to return* 

Newport is a town of fome eotti^uence 
in this part of the world. We met with 
two things here for the firft time; the 
natives fpeaking WeUh in common conver- 
faticm» and dm delicioua fifli the Seufk, 
which is. not found any where but in Waks^ 
and which the inhabii»its *« very prtHid 
of. The fewin is exactly like a large trout^ 
and I believe diffsrs from that fifli only in its 
fuperior flavour. At firfl: I concluded that 
it was young falmon^ which they were fi> 
fcmd of fending to our table^ but was foon 
convinced of my miflake^ by finding the 
fe^in mentioned, as the peculiar pride of 
this part oE Wales, by one of our early. 
Engliih writers.* 
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Newport 



Newport it fitoated njpan the banjis ct 
the tF&, and has ovef thdt' i^et a woodeil 
bridge, o^Viieh ft 'ftdpeliddus htight, that 
no die cflfr' pbft * it wMitmt fear. It Is 
floon5d>p^tIl'bdar(k, d^tatetdl left looie, oft 
accouAf-^f^iAaihettfii iWell whkh {bme- 
times takes place in this river, when it fif^d 
to the height of fixfy or feventy feet, and 
Would hkfWixp^ the bHdge, if this precau*' 
tioa wasAot ttfed, of leaCving' thi^ bdafd* 
unfiftened* 
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WjC proifcc^ fiwa Newport tft v < 

CAERDIFF, 
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• After lepvntg Newport^ tha t^^lM imH «ilt kb 
ovn difcietion, wkether or not it is in^rc exptdf eiif m 
make a circuit by the caftle of Caerphilly^ ^d the Pont- 
j'Fndd, ending afterwards at CaerdiC or to purfae the \ 
nmtm we Mbwed, b^ going ftem Newpert t&CieMK^ifid * 
Biking it the amufement of one day» daring kis ftaj 
there» to vifit thoTc places* 

2 ^® 
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the krgcft tbwnr -bttrvven Ihe phffiigedter 
the Severa^and Swaniea. It is fituafed ^rt 
an extenfite flat, near the^ mondi of tbe 
TaeflS?, ai!id» as* a^ Welih town, ia both 
liandibme add populoao* Bvt \ivhatiieiiden 
CaeidiiFa place <^ ithportajice to travellera 
is, its fine old cafUe; the property of the 
Mountftuarts, who» by marrying a branch of 
the Windibr fiunilyt became poflefledof a 
nmnberof thde Welflx rains* 

It ^was in thia fortrefs that Robert^ the 
eldieftlbn ofWiHiam tbeOmqaeroa, fi£. 
fered twenty-fix years of inprifonment: 
After numbeiiefsvic^Sftadss, diis unfiMto- 
nate prince was caft into confinement, hf 
Henry the firft; and aiterwarda William the 
iecond, determined to equal his brother 
Henry in unnatural cruelty ta Robert, de-^ 
prived him of his eyes. We were intro* 
diiced to .the black tower, and iaw^ die very 
dungeon in which be lingered out his days., 

Lord Motmtfttiatt is now employed in fit--^ 

ting op a great part of the cafUe for Ae rr- 

ceptioa 



{)q>tiea of ]b|is*£Mai^y ^.aad^ firom the appear- 
ance it ^oady .9iake«i this antique fthidure 
pifomiies^ tor hecome a magnificent ahode. 

A fubt^raoetn padS^gc> the old bugbear 
of all caftle6» is £ud td pontinue from this 
place to a prioiy at fpfae diflange^ and^ 
what added a little to the veracity of the 
ftory, the perfbn who condud:ed us over 
* the ruins, sUTuoed me» diat he had ventured 
to explore it himfelf, as far as he could 
proceed, but that finding his candle go out, 
stai, the damps become exceiBve, he return- 
td, and finee that time, the entrance .has 
iioeiii buried wi^ rubl»fii» 

« * Making an excurikm firom Caerdiffinto 
tlK jnDro interior parts of Wales, we came to 

C AER PH YLI9 
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a town confifting of a few Araggling cot* 
tages, embofbmed amidil mountains, whoie 
ntdeand barron fides have not a mark of 

Z 2 Cttltivatioa* 
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cultivation. About two miles before w« 
reached this pkce^ amending the fuonrnt of 
one of thefe hills« we were amuied with a 
fine profpedt, extending as far as the eye 
could reach ; and which our driver affured 
us» as they always do of a fine fight, 
was not to be equalled in Wales* The 
point of view is under the broad arms of an 
afh tree» where fome old Briton has invi* 
tingly conftruded a turf ieat^ for the bene-^ 
fit of travellerSi. 

The grand objefte, although diftant ones, 
are, the firiftol Channel winding to the 
right as fiu" as Swan&a, where it opens to 
the Iriih fea, and the oppofite fiiores of 
Somerfet and Devon^ In an extenfive 
vak below, the town of Caerdifi; with its 
caftle, and all the country around it, 
fpreads ht£^Tt the view« 

Caerphyli affords one folitary fdehouie §6t 
th« accoouaodatioti of grangers. It ieems 
almoft improper to dignify this place with the 
juoiie ofa town ; it refembles more the irre- 
gular 
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gular afl«mblage of but€^ which one would 
exped to meet with among the hottentots, or 
a body of the wild Tartars. The arrival 
of a poft chaife fpreads conftemation among 
the inhabitants ; they aiTemble together un* 
caiy and aftonifhed^ and demand of each 
other in a volley of gutturals, whether the 
P&pe or the French are coming among them. 

But iince it is neither to fee the town 
of Caerphyli^ Qor to alarm the natives^ that 
ifaangers penetrate thefe remote wilds^ the 
coadition of the former^ or the apprehen-^ 
fioDS of the latter, are little to the purpofe. 
ThQy jvill. find here a curiofity that will 
ampfy compeniate for bad roads and worfc 

acconunodations. 

* » 

The caftle of Caerphyli, is another of the 
antique edifices belonging to the Mount-* 
ftuarts. It is efteemed as being the largef): 
caftellate ruin in Europe ; and is £ud to have 
been built four hundred years before the 
birth of CbrifL I am inclined to doubt the 
ktter part of this intelligence, as it is found* 

• cd 
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ed folely upon conjedhire. A difi:o?ety I 
made myfelf, will prove the great inti^ty 
of the caftlc, although it wffl throw very 
little light upon the origin of it« 

Lord Mountftuart has frequently employ- 
ed labourers to dig in different parts of the 
caftle^ in hopes of finding coins, or ibme 
other relics of antiquity. The guide, whole 
bufinefs it is to fhew ilrangers the caftle, 
told me, this had always been done to no 
purpofe. I faid I was not furprifed at; it ; 
lince it is almoft impoffible for an ignorant 
labourer to diftinguifh any thing of this ibrt 
from the rubbifh he throws away. The old 
Welfhman would not allow this, and re- 
plied with fome tartnefs, ^^' fF6at, Aurttpii 
poor peopkfucb fools ^ hur not tell monies from 
dirt? Dirtverycommon^moniesveryfcarce.^^ 
' Got fkfs bur ! not fofcarce but bar knows 
monies wben bur fees it, inteed!*^ This was 
exadly what I fufpeAed — they dig for a 
Ron)an obolus with the fame impatience 
which they would feel in fearching for a 
heap of Englifh gold firefh from the mint. 
3 Unlefs 
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Ufdefi tfacy fee ^fixmething rife from die 
fpade, gUttering and fine, away goes the reft; 
with a Got pk/i bur^ Ms is not monies^ *tis 
dirt ! As a proof of thk, I produced ibme 
of the coins I had collected at Caerwent, 
and laying thepti on a heap of new mould 
and rubbifhy which the labourers had throwi> 
up in their reiearches, afked the keeper of 
the caflle^ if he perceived any thing worth 
taking notice of ? " No^ bur fees notbing 
but dirty ** Not fee any thing, faid I, 
why thefe are the very coins your mafter 
has oidered you to fearch for." " Odd 
Umng^ faid the old man, " Wbat be they 
Sigines'—^by bur bos got one o^they^ and 

m 

bere itisV Upon this he produced a fmalj 
Roman copper coin, which he faid had been 
dug up, about two months before, in one of 
the courts of the caftle. I wi(hed very 
much to obtain it, but finding that it wa« 
one of the long fought Sfuincs^ the old man 
would fooner have parted with his life; 
although, five minutes before, he hefitated 
whether, or not, he fliould refign it to the 
mbbifh among which he found it. I per- 

fuaded 
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fuaded him, however, to let me ta^ the 
impreflion in wax, but from the veiy im- 
perfed ilate of the coin itfelf, I cannot 
hazard a conjedbire as to the date of it. 

I think this circumftance may be allowed 
to pafs as a proof of the antiquity of Caer- 
phyli caftle ; for fuppofing thi$ fpecies of 
coin to have been current no longer than the 
Romans were in Britain, this edifice muft 
have been in its vigour before the year three 
hundred and eighty-eight, as they left this 
ifland a fhort time before that period. 

The caftle of Caerphyli is two miles in 
circumference. It had formerly thirteen 
drawbridges, and as many towers, and feems 
to have been a moft admirable fortreis. 

But that which renders it peculiarly re- 
markable is a tower, which, either from ac- 
cidental decay, or from the ihock of an earth- 
quake, has been feparated from the main 
wall, and impends eleven feet from its ba&. 
This * is efteemed as grdat i^ curiofity as the 

cele« 
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celebrated leaning tjower of Pifa, in Italy. 
Mr. Wyodham is o£ oj^isffpjfi d?at part o£ 
the prefent building was conftru^fced in the 
year 1221 ; the ancient caftle having been 
Kazed %(i 1 2 1 7. The moQ; noble part of the 
ruins is included within the inner moat. 
Tbe hall f^rikes the fp^dtator with aflpnifh* 
ment ; excepting only the roo^ it ftUl con- 
tinues perfect. It is nearly a double cube 
of thirty-five feet and a half, the length is 
feventy-three feet, and the height, before 
the floor became covered with earth and 
rubbifli, was thirty-five feet. Its beautifol 
Qothic windows, its cluflered fiying pillars^ 
which projeft from different fides of the 
room, and from which fprang the vaulted 
vch of its ropf, give aa uncommon charm to 
that juftncfs of pxoportion for which it is fo 
^elebj:ated. 

The Englifli language is as little under- 
ftood at CaerphyH, as amoQg the oioun* 
tains of Merioneth. We found but one 
pedbn in &e whole place who could fpeak^ 
it, and of his fluency I have given a fpeci^ 

A a men« 
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men, for it was no other than the keeper of 
the caftle, the inde&tigable ^ine^ColIeSior 
for Lord Mounfti^art. 

When we had concluded our walk among 
the ruins^ and finiihed a dinner of three 
courfes^ ^ggSy bacon, and cheefe, we purfued 
our route to the 
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that beautiful bridge, which attraiSb the 
notice and wonder of every body, and which 
Europe, nay the whole world cannot pa- 
ralleL 

It is compofed of a fingle arch, thrown 
over the Taeffe in the lighteft manner pof- 
fible. This arch is the fegment of a circle, 
whofe chord is 1 40 feet. It was built by a 
methodifl preacher, one William Edwards, 
a conmion vn^on of Glamorgan£hire. This 
man flipulated with the county, and for a 
ftated fum undertook to eredt a bridge at 
this place acrofs the river Taeffe. The 
3 * under- 
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undertaking was hazardous in the extreme, 
as the great rapidity and violent force of that 
river had hitherto put a ftop to every pro- 
ceeding of that nature, and had carried every 
thing before it. Notwithftanding all thefe 
difficulties, Edwards finifhed his firft work, 
and credled a bridge of three arches- This 
was9f fhort duration; the ground, in which 
the foundation was laid, proved unfavourable, 
and foon convinced the architeft, that, even 
if the floods fpared his work, the inftability 
of its bafe would foon be the caufc of its fall. 
The work was fcarce finifhed ere the rains 
came, the river fwelled, and overwhelming 
every obftacle to its fury, fwept avsray the 
bridge. Edwards, undaunted by diiappoint- 
ment, beheld with compofure the remnant 
of his labours, and perceiving how futile it 
was to oppofe any work againft the prodigi** 
ous viplence of the Taeffe, firft conceived 
the noble defign of throwing a fingle arch 
over this ungovernable ftream. This he 
accordingly complected ; but the crown of 
the arch being very light and thin, was 
quickly forced upwards by the heavy pr^f^ 

A a 2 • fure 
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furc of the hutments^ which were ncqcGk^ 
rily loaded with an immenfe quantity of 
earth, that the afcent of the bridge might 
be pra<fticable. 

Undiimayed by repeated ill fuccefs, Ed- 
wards renewed his labours with additional 
•vigour, and boldly dared to improve upon 
his work by the execution di z chef d" cewore 
in architedhire. He removed a large fhare 
of weight from the hutments, and con- 
fiderably lefTened the remaining prcflure by 
forming through each of them three cylin- 
drical tunnels. By this means his purpofe 
was completely effededj the tunnels anfwcr 
all the end propofed in them, and add a 
lightnefs and elegance to the ' ftra<%ure. 
Which feems fufpended in the air above the 
reach of the moft violent floods, and bids 
defiance to the utmoft rapidity of the 
river. 

If the artKls of remoter periods had left 
the remains of fuch an arch to be dii^ 
cdveted' by modem amateurs, what a fufs 

would 
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would have 1)een excitcci to afcertain the 
architect ! What volumes would have been 
written by contending parties, to determine 
the time of the builder, and ftamp the sera 
of his labours ! Prodigious Bruce might 
have added one mbre volume to his mals of 
lies, and curfed the prefs with new lumber 
to prove the credulity of his countrymen. 
The luminous hijiorian^ whofe affedted pen 
hath glittered through " the dim light of 
legend and tradition, of conjefture and 
etymology,'* whofe eafy tranfitions from 
every topic, however diftant, to his favourite 
creed, have alarmed, but not convinced, 
mankind, might from fuch a relic deduce a 
new fyftem of infidelity, fomc more inge- 
ilious libel upon Chriftiinity. 

It is foreign to my prefent purpofe, or 
clfe, perhaps, it would be amufing to trace, 
even in imagination, the various and difcor- 
dant opinions which might arife, if the re- 
mains of fuch a work had been difcovered 
aoiong the ruins of Greece or Rome, but 

« Vir- 
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The Cambrian architeft emerged from his 
native mountains, left this monument of his 
cxquifite tafte and genius to vie with the 
finefl *w^orks of antiquity, and then retired, 
unnoticed and unknown, to hiis former ob- 
fcurity. 

As I fear the reader is already fufficie fit- 
ly fatiated with my encomiums upon honeft 
William Edwards, and his bridge, I beg 
leave to lead him to a curiofity of a different 
nature. It is to be found about a mile 
further upon the banks of the Taeffe. The 
whole river falls about fifteen feet among 
broken rocks and precipices, and although 
an epitome of a cafcade, has been conftrudt- 
cd by nature in fo Angular a manner, that 
no one would think his time thrown away 
if this fpedlacle alone had coft him a jour- 
ney from CaerdiiF. Whenever there is a 
cavity among the rocks, or any part of the 
river, undifturbed by the cafcade, the water 
appears as clear as ciyftal. Before its fall 

it 
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It flows over fmooth tablets of ftone, and 
flabs of a cubic form, but fb regular and 
even in their furfaces, that they appear like 
an inipienfe work of art. This does not at 
all diminish from their pidhirefquc beauty ; 
for they are fo irregularly dilpofed, and bor- 
dered on each fide by fuch a luxuriant dif- 
play of mountains, woods, and precipices, 
that it is nof poffible to form an idea of 
fcenery more romantic. 

On one 'fide, looking down, I beheld a cir- 
cular bafon, formed by nature with the 
greateft nicety and evennefs; in which large 
trout, young falmon, and filver eels, feemed 
to frolic like Chinefe fifli in a vafe of clear 
water, A Angular circumftance has been 
here obferved to take place, which would 
perhaps be doubted, was it not for the indif- 
putable proof which I fhall offer in confir- 
mation of its veracity . It is well known 
that, wherever there is a fall of water, fiilmon 
will ftcm the torrent occafioned by it, and 
endeavour to leap above the fall. This is 
fo conunon among the rivers in Wales that 

the 



C3de>.wbe];9oativ-« hfts denied onpi they th|^ 
place nsts n/ev the edgq of tfeifi fett,^aff4 th^ 
felropDU epdBV^ouring to leap abgyq ife. ajR 
cau^t in the attenipt. 

AU this, mory be e^y conceived ; but it 
will create fome ckgree of furpi;ife w|jiea i^ 
i; afferted, that, at the pjiace I ^aVQ b^ti 
defcribing, where there is no partial fidl of 
water^ no inAgniflcant dci^^ling o^* a p^^ry 
ftrearo» but the impotupus pr^cipit^tipa pf ^ 
whok rivep, the ialmoA a^a^y ^fcend (o 
depofit their fp^wn in th^ nipre iindi^jhiii^b^ 
ed waters above the caic^de> ^nd perfbnn ^ 
leap of fifteen feet perpendicul^^r. It does 
not require a large ihare of creduli^ to cirC- 
dit this account ; a plain fa^ wiU fu^y de« 
monftrate the truth of it; for letting s|fid^ 
the obiervations that are frequently mad^ l>jf 
thofe who fee theie. fifh engaged in fepeafe^ 
efforts to afcend^ the circumihnce of i^iw 
being aAually taken abc^e the c^fca4p^ %% 

• no great diftwiQe irQm Ae fo«rce of the ri- 
ver. 



ver, and-in a-part of It totally unconntfA^ 
with any other -ilream, will put to flight 
every doubt thut may be. raifed with regard 
to fo remarkable a fa<ft. 

The Welfli have another method of 
taking falmon> in the neighbourhood of the 
Pont-y*Priddy and about the cafcade, which 
is in Ibme degree fingular. They eredl 
imall platforms or flages againft the banks 
of the rivjer, which extend a little over the 
furface of the water. Thefe are ufed onfy 
in the Jii^t time, when die owners x>flJxm 
bnng a lighted torch, and holding it over 
the river, the falmon are icon to a£emble» 
'KQth^odier fiih, in lar^ bodies collededim^ 
jnec^ately under the ligJht of it. The fifli-» 
erman eyes the whole troop as they gam^ 
bol below, and fele(3ing the fineft among 
them, take& his aim and plunges a harpoon 
•into the deftined vidtim, who is immediately 
•brought to fhore. The reft are not the 
leaft intimidated by the lofs of their CQm«» 
panion, but continue their £-olics as. before. 
As foon as the fi&erman Jus r^-adjuftroifhis 

B b tackle 
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tackle, he makes another dart with his har^ 
jK)on, and, if his aim is a good one, fucceeds 
aiecbnd time. In this manner feveral are 
caught in the courfeof the nighty and thej 
are generally of the largeft fort ; for if the 
fisherman is not fortunate enough to attradt 
fifh of a tolerable fize, he is the lefs likely 
to fucceed in his attacks upon them. 

A curious circumftance occurs at the 
cafcade. Which the Welfh guides feldom 
omit fhe wing to firangers. If a ftick, or the 
bough of a tree is thrown down with the 
torrent, it links for a confiderable time, and 
at laft is ieen riling In a diftant part of the 
river, where the water appears very much 
agitated. This led the people to fuppoie, 
what I believe really to be the cafe, that the 
fall of water has in pix>cefs of time, worn a 
palTage imder the rock ; fo that it rufhes at 
'firft down a hole that has been formed in 
the flone, and, forcing its way out again^ 
riles at fome dillance from the place where 
it falls. To prove the truth of this, the 
maAer of the ale-houfe at Pont-y-Pridd^ 

with 
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with no fmall degree of craclty, threw a far 
vourite old maftifF, which from its fidelity 
he himfelf told me he valued at ten guineas, 
into the river, and forced him down the 
cafcadtf. The poor animal was hurried 
headlong with the torrent, but to the mor- 
tification of his mafter never rofe^ again. 
They have fince that time thrown down 
branches and flicks as before, which as coti« 
ibntly rife after difkppearing ; but the 
poor dog flill remains in his watery grave, 
nor has a fingle part of his mangled carcafe 
left the fepulchre his ungrateful mafter 
afiigned him for his fervices. 

We returned by a different route to Caer- 
diff, andpafledalong a road that extends mofl 
delightfully upon the banks of the Taefie. 
The country, on each fide of this headlong 
river, is richly diverfified with mountain 
fcenery, whofe fides are mantled with trees, 
and made venerable by the thick foliage of 
the oak, whofe aged branches totter over 
the craggy rocks that form the bed of this 
impetuous torrent. 

B b 2 LAMDAFP 
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LANDAFF 

is plcafantly fituated on a gentle elevation ; 
we foon arrived here after croffing the river 
at CaerdiiF; but upon a flight infpeftion of 
the cathedral, found nothing to detain us ; 
for, although an epifcopacy, it is in reality 
a beggarly village. I am fenfible that it is 
my duty to fay fomething refpedable, at 
leaft, of the cathedral. Such an heterogene- 
ous mixture of architefture was perhaps 
never before fo combined in one flrudturc. 
It is half ancient, half modern, half Norman, 
half Gothic, half magnificent, half abfurd. 
A chriftian altar fprouts from beneath the 
portico of a heathen temple, and ufurps the 
very body of the choir itfelf. The monu- 
ments deferve a few minutes notice ; they 
are worth feeing. There is one, in particu- 
lar, of the Matthews's family, which has 
great merit.' It is executed in poliihed ala- 
bailer, and is remarkable for the delicacy 
with which the head-dre&, hair, and neck- 
lace, of a female fi&rure. is delineated. 



We 
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We made a very fhort ftay at Landafii 
and came next to 



€OWBRIDG£> 

a town confifting of one broad ftreet, and 
remarkable for the number of caftles in its 
neighbourhood. Indeed caftles abound fo 
much in Wales^ that there is hardly a pro- 
fpc<3: of any extent without fomc old ruin 
or ivy-mantled fortrefs as the principal ob- 
jeft in the view. Thefe are, without doubt, 
highly ornamental, and the amateur of pic-* 
turefque beauty will find among them an 
ample fcope for the powers of his pencil ; 
but I think the common traveller, who trufts 
almoil entirely to his pen, fhould not be led 
away by a fine object iere, and a broken 
wall therey if the accidental difplay of light 
and (hade upon the one, or of weeds upon 
the other, form the fole article of curiofity* 
h has appeared to me that the world is 
weary of that word piBurefque^ it is forced 
in upon every occaiion ; nay, one gentleman, 
the grand mafter of landfcape, has contrived 

with 
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with the aid of a few muddy ikctchcs, to 
fwell that word to a volume. It is for this 
reafon, that I turn neither to the right nor 
to the left to vifit the mouldering febrics of 
my fore-fathers, unlcfs fomcthing remains 
to be faid of them bcfides the piBurefque 
beauty of their Jittustion. 

The day, in which we left Cowbridgc, 
proved fo unfavourable that we could hard- 
ly fee any thing of the country ; and after 
we arrived at 

MARGAM 

we had to lament the lofs we fuftained in 
' being prevented from paying that attention 
to the curioiities of the place which they ib 
juftly demand. 

Margam Abbey is fituated at the bottom 
of a high mountain, which is wholly cover- 
ed with wood. It is now the property of 
Lord Talbot, and is anobleremnantof anti- 
quity. The old Chapter Houfe is remark- 
ably. 
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ably fine, and until theie few years, it was in 
a ftate of high preiervation. Part of the 
roof is now fallen in, and more will ibon £oU 
low, unlefs care is ufed to prevent it. It really 
grieved me to fee the abfurd method which is 
ufed to preferve it. The leaft precaution a 
man of tafte would ufe to preferve fb elegant 
a ffandure, would be a covering of lead, or 
fbmething of the fame nature, to protedt the 
roof from the injuries of the weather. A 
precaution has certainly been taken, but 
will the reader believe me, when I tell him 
what that is — ^will he credit that a noble* 
man, poflefled of one of the mofl elegant 
fpecimens of light gothic archite^re in all 
Wales, has fpread over the roof of it, as the 
only fecurity againfl the rains, a pakry 
covering of oikd paper ? 

When Mr. Wyndham vifited this edi- 
fice, in the fummer of the year i jjj, he 
took notice of this circumftance, and has 
cxprefled his aflonifhment at it, in hopes of 
rtfeuing this beautiful building from de- 

fhuftion. 
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finidtion. It was tiiMi perfeAi^ >AQtS liidd 
fafiered no detcunent from oiegkd:, bat 
ihould he beindiioed io yififik tgidn^ hemsiil 
be mortified in viewing the i;2hange.th9tiitt 
taken place. 

The great ear of the tk^^ptmc houft^ 
through which the Monks ceceisml peiU* 
tions and confeffionst is ftill to he &en ; 
but it is placed £o near the floor,, that the 
ilouteft kyman of them dl was reduced to 
the neoefli^ of crouching upon bisi marrowf* 
bones, when he had any thingto comawDt* 
cale to the fecr^ary. 

4 

Pftrt'of the Abb^ Church is fttU kt^t up 
«for the ufe of the pacifli. It is a Norman 
edifice, and is a fine .fpecimen of that ipe-* 
cies of architeAure in its beft fiyle. The 
remains of the cloifters, which led firom the 
Abbey to the Chapter Houfe, are iliU id- 
fible. In the church we met with a ciid> 
oiM Latin infcripticm, in monkiih rhjnxu^ 
upon a brazen plate, which the Taihot 
fiunily have placed there, in memony of an 

old 
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old and faithful fervint^ a huntiman, who 
died fbme time ago. There. are befides^ 
icveral ixiarble monuments of the Maniell 
family^ who were the ancient pofleifors of 
thisabbfey. 

The onngery, green-houfe and gardens^ 
attrad more vifitants to this place^ than all 
the beauties which are to be found among 
the ruins. The largeil orange treis in 
England flourifh at this place-— one in par-> 
ticular was of fuch a {izc, as to admit me 
among its branches^ where I iea(ed myielf 
with as much eafe as in art apple tre^. 
Indeed all the exotics grow to a prodigious 
fize, fb that one would imagine, from the 
appearance they make, that Lord Talbot 
had fixed his refidenCe among the rich 
gardens of Marieilles. 

A new green-houfc, after the Doric 
order, is lately eredted^ for the reception of 
the iinefl plants I ever faw. ThisflrudairfS 
is worth feeing ; it is a noble buildings but 
the ornaments on the outfide are injudicioufly 

C c feledted* 
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Sth6boL FVon thebidl's heM» in fronts 
one wotdd fb|>poie it vm^ ikUndtA 6k a 
Greciaii tempk, with the infignia of the 
hecatombs; and yet ti^ imis on the top 
deftroy iiich an idea, as there could be no 
greater prc^madon of the tempSbs of the 
Gtteks, than to hsLrc the aihes of the dead 
czpofed upon their pkceaof public worihip* 

Thefe are trifling inaccuracies, but they 
ought to be attended to by thofe who expend 
latge fums of mon^ in erefdng edilfiret^ 
^t are to remain in after ^s as monu- 
ittents, by which pcyfterity^may judge, of the 
tafte, grandeur, and ingenuity of their an^ 



The road from Margam 
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continues to wind under the mooatain^ 
iffiwding lilt boMeft features of luai&acpti 
and IM^fing dafe to fraie large copper woiAas, 
cn^s ftAoM bridge at thir place^ bitilf 
^ ^ ^ widi 
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After d^k leads' to 
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where tbe ^aeiy becomes 
ibperby hreftking forth into a rich profpe£k 
of mountaiiiSy woods, and rivers, dUvcrfified 
in the moft beautiful manner the imagina- 
tioii can conceive. 

Jttft above die feny, is die feat of Mr. 
Vernon, fimated on an elevation, in tbe 
centre of diis enchanting view. 

We rode along the beach for a fow wEiis$, 
after leaving Briton Ferry, and afterwards 
eroded over the river Tavey to 

SWANSEA, 

wfaidi is fituated upon its banks. Swanfea 
is a town of confiderable importano^ in 
«bis pait of Wales. It is rctearkaU^ ht 
die co&venience it aflS>rd» to badierSfbdiig 

Cc2 alraoft 



.Alined equal to Weymouili ifi^ts :^g4aitt 
iknd aiid beautifUl ihore. M^t¥p^offietts 
upon half-pay, invited, by the cheapnefsi of 
provilions> make this town their place of 
reiidence. It carries on a- confiderkble 

trade in coals, pottery and coppeiC -" * 

« 

We went one day to a public break&ft 
at the bathing houfe, and were agreeably 
furprifed by feeing the cooipany ftand tip 
to dance as foon as the tables were n^ 
movfed. This is iin eftablifhed cuftcxn 
here, . apd we feuad it a very pkafant 
fcheme^ All was mirth and good humour; 
the harp ftrack up with a violin. I jimap- 
cd .up, %B if by^ inftind, feized upon the 
fprighdy daughter of an ironmonger, ^nd 
footed it away in thy boots, like the reft of 
the company, nor did we conclude our 
paftime until the room became emp^, and 
we were cpmpeUed tp dance by oor^ves, 

A few days after eur arrival we hiroflaii 
«pen ehaife, and drove to Mr. Morris's cootl 
minCv The. medipd of explcMii^ dattfr 

fubterranean 
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iiiteerrtne^ ctvems; is here rendered far 
im>rc plca&t)t and expedient than thofe wq 
viiited in Cornwall. 

The entrance is vaulted, and perfedly 
level, and continuea fofor about one hund- 
red yards, when our guides made us turn 
off to the right, to a &>n of a ftaircaie, 
which th^ call the horfe-road. By this 
wc defc^oded to the depth of eighty 
fathoms, and came to a ipacious area, 
where the. miners were fending up the coal 
in haikets, through a ihaft, to the vaulted 
}c:vel we had jufl quitted. It is there put 
into^carts, with fridion .wheels, and drawn 
by o;cen to the mouth of the mine« 

It is pleafing to fee the eafe and quick- 
nefs with which thefe amazing works are 
carried on. If a ftranger beholds the dark 
pailage by which the horfes defcend, who 
bring the coal frdm the place where it is 
dug to the (haft, he would indeed be ^Ao- 
iuihed» and unable to conceive how thefe 
j^isnals caj) be taught to pradife, without 

ftumbling. 
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ftumbling, and with &cility, what he "wkh 
care and attention, would find ^fficult M 
perform. Proceeding onward, wc came to 
fome miners, who were engaged in Mow- 
ing up a part of the rock with gun-pbwder, 
in order to make a communication from 
one part of the mine to another. Still (sa^ 
ther onward, about half a mile from the en^ 
trance, we came to the cutters, as they art 
called, a troop of p6or mifeA^k 4>laolk 
devils, working away their very tivee amidft 
fulphur, fmoke, and darknefs. 

k 

9 

AH the paflages iti thefe coal mines ut 
broad and low. The roof appears as 
imooth as the cieling of a drawing-room^ 
but the fatigue of ftooping as you proceed, 
hecomes often exceflive, and would piove 
intolerable, was it not for the relief that fe 
t)ccafionally offered at intervals, by meetin|[ 
with more lofty areas. 

As you creep among thefe regio&s of 
darknefs, the guide who precedes you, caSk 
out, every now and then, defiring you tb 

Aand 
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Ibvd CI0&4 Thi( happens when a load of 
coali is CQBpdng aliong the p^ilage, which i$ 
bfisurd at a diftance^ and if you ftand clofe 
tathiQ fide,, you ar^ iure of being fafe. Th^ 
v^ieels are placed upon iron bars, which 
iliey receive in a groove, and thefe bars 
being continDed paiaUel to each oditr, and 
at equal diftances fit>m one end of the niiae 
to the other, they ferve both as a guide to 
the cart, and by lefTening the fridtion, greats 
ly diminiihed the weight of the load. Asi 
Coon therefore as the guide ^es warning 
that a load is coming, you know by your 
diflwice from the parallel bars, hov^ near 
the load will approach you« 

It 19 curious to fee one of thefe cart» 
pafe. They are drawn by horfes, and if 
they are empty, Ao driver lays along in 
diem, feizing his beail by the tail, which 
ferves him as a rein to guide the animal 
round the different turnings and windings in 
■Ac pafia^es. It is really aftonifhing to fe^. 
the hories perform their work. They 

move fecureiy along, envebped by total 

darknefs. 
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darknefs^ never either ihiking their head* 
againft the roof, or miftaking the road tfaey 
are to go, or falling among the number of 
uneven places they meet with. Aoiong 
others, an old blind horfe, who* had been 
fifteen years a fervant in the mine, pafied 
by us. Our guide afTured us, that he was 
fo well acquainted with his wofk^ that if 
left to himfeK*, he would find his way 
through all the mazes of the mitie^ 

We did not proceed more than half a 
mile under ground ; but were fufiidently 
fiitigued with the excurfion. If a perfon 
has fpirit and ftrength fufficient to explore 
the whole of this mine^ he would have above 
three miles to walk in thefe gloomy abodes* 

Their method of cutting the coal is in->* 
genious, as it faves a great deal of laboor. 
They firft place ilrong props of wood 
againfl: the vein, and then cut out a fbiall 
quantity from the bottom, and from each <£ 
the fides ; the fupporters are then re- 
moved, the whole mais gives way, and 
" by 
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b][(ittns;;aiteii8> fizfieeaor twon^ toas of 
«(m) I are ii^^Qucjiiiy tMfoughtdown 9t oto 
Idl. Fifomthefidl it is Q>avcyecl in carts 
by iMxies^ Utr a .perp^odicukr ihaft^ through 
iduch'it is ient ia baiketfi to the level, and 
Ikiag agfim put mto carts, is, as I have 
MA befi]ie> drawa from thence by oxen^ 
to the niioiith of the iQioe. 



r- 



Emerging from theie glootoy cavemSj^ 
we afterwards went to 

V!!. I tfBATHy 

in hopes of feeing the beautiful houie and 
groujKis of Sir Herbert Mackwordi, with 
die cafcade belonging to tbeob whi^h al«^ 
though forced and artificial, would never 
be diicovered to be fo, by thpfe who are 
uiuicqudinted with the place. 

J^e fiyodQus fall of the Cledaugh, iieai; 
the fences of Melixsicourt, we alfo wiihed, 

• 

taiee, and hired firefh horfes for that pur-^ 
P9^; bi^t alas ! there feemed to be a f^ta4i^ 

D d attending 
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attending upon our excurfions in this 
neighbourhodcU for it rained fb inordi*-^ 
nttely, we were confined to the inh. 
Sir Herbert's^ of courfe^ could not be 
feen> but the Ml of the Cledaugh we were 
determined to viiit. When we came widiin 
a mile of Melincourt, we met a poft-cbaile 
with ibme gentlemen, who bad been upon 
the fame plan, and were returning much 
chagrined $ by dieie we learned diat there 
was no water, and as a cafcade without 
water is hardly worth feeking for, we were 
alfo compelled to tetum wet to the fkin, 
dirty, and difappointed. 

One beautiful fpe£tacle, however, we 
had the luck to meet with, on our retum 
to SWanfea, and it come the more grateltd^ 
as it was unexpeded. This arofe from 
the fmelting houfes, which in the middle 
of a heavy rain, and a dark night, difplayed 
fuch a glorious light, and fo ma!^ beiautiful 
colours from their afhes which lay on each 
fide of the road, that I fhodid not have 

regretted 
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regrette4 being wet through^ if it was for 
the pleafure of feeing thefe alone. 

As the rain continued to defcend in 
torrents, we thought it would not be a 
bad plan to call at one of thefe fmelting 
houfes, and fee the procefs of fqoelting the 
ore of copper* 

After the copper ore is dug from the 
mines in Cornwall^ it is fent to the fmelt- 
ing houfes in Wales^ to be refined and 
rendered fit for ufe. This is owing to 
the convenience which arifes in Wales, 
from the great plenty of coal in that connr 
try. Both coal and lime abound in fuch 
vaft quantities, that the Welfli farmers ufe 
it to manure their land« Almoft all the 
cottages in Walps are white- waKJipd on the 
outfide, which gives them a very neat ap- 
pearance, and the operation is &> cheap, 
that there is fcarce a hut in the whole 
country, which is not regularly brufhed 

over once in a month. 

D d 2 The 
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The ore of copper, when it comes in its 
raw ftate from Cornwall, is firft calcined, 
then mixed with a portion of lime, and 
finelted. Then it is calcined, and finelted 
ag^, and thus, after going through twelve 
or thirteen operations, it becomes perfed:; 
but this depends, in great meafure, upon 
the richnefs of the ore, as fome will take a 
much longer procefs, and infinitely more 
trouble and expence to be reduced to cop- 
per, than others. I procured a piece of 
ore in Cornwall, which when it rofe raw 
from the mine, fold £>r fixty pounds a ton $ 
and often perfect copper, when it has been 
rendered malleable after all the operations 
of the fmelting houfe, does not fe|l for 
more* 

« 

The fituatioii of Swan&a is agreeable, 
Wid its environs inviting. It is fituated on 
a finall eminence between two hills, clofe 
to the fea. 



pottery is well worth notice. It 
is the largefl^ and indeed the only one of 

any 
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any confequencc, in all Wales. The 
works are very extenfive, and although it 
was my ill fortune to vifit them at a time, 
when hardly any bufinefe was going for- 
ward, yet from the great attention and po- 
litenefs of the mafter, I became acquainted 
with an outline of the procefs, by which 
this beautiful ware is made. 

They receive a fpecies of white clay^ in 
large balls, from the pits in Deyonfliire. 
Thefe are pulverized and mixed with 
water. It then pafTes through a iieve, 
finer than any cambric in the world. 
After this, it is united with the powder of 
calcined flints, and iifted again. Being 
thus refined, it is placed in a long ciftem, 
under which pafTes a ftove, or furnace, con- 
fhii£ted in fuch a manner, that a flamft is 
drawn from a fhiall body of coal fire, at 
the mouth of the furnace, and pafTes under 
the whole length of the ciflem, to the 
difbnce of fixty yards. 



By 
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By this procefs, the water becomes eva^ 
porated in fleam, and leaves the pure clay 
behind. They then beat it with great care 
and attention, in order to extrad every par- 
ticle of air from the whole mafs ; for Oiould 
it (b happen, diat by careleflhefs or inat- 
tention, a bubble of air is left in the clay, 
it will expand by rare&dion in the oven, 
burft, and deftroy the work. 

After it has been thus beaten, it is given 
to the potter. This man fits at a wheel, 
fomething fimilar to thofe by which the 
conunon earthen ware is made, and forms 
the different articles of their mahufaiSrory, 
with the moft furprifing quicknefs. From 
the potter it pafles to the turner, where it 
is ihaped with greater nicety, and formed 
in the fame manner as the Tunbridge-ware 
is made. From the Turner, it goes to 
another artificer, whofe bufinefs it is to put 
on lips, handles, &c. After this is done, a 
variety of hands have a fhare in compleat*- 
ing it. The painter, the glazer, the en- 
ameller, the baker, &c. &c. &c. all have 

3 ibmething 
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fometliing to do widi it before it makes 
its appearance in the warehoufe^ where in 
beau^ and elegance it vies with the moft 
exquifite produdJions of China. 

The Town Hill fliould not be ncglcAed 
by a perfon who wiflies to have a perfeft 
idea of the fituation of Swahfea^ and the 
country round it. From this place you 
have a fine profpeft of the town, the fea, 
the oppofite ihores of Devon and Comwalf, 
and alfo a profped: of the Mumbles, two 
finall iflands, lying on the right, which 
fumi& a fecure haven for the ihipping. 

While we were at Swanfca, a melancholy 
accident happened in one of the principal 
fiunilies, tHiich gave us an opportunity of 
being prefentat a Welih funeral. 

A young man, on his return from Lon« 
don, after a hmg abfence from his friends, 
died upon the road. He was very fond of 
driving, and had perfuaded the coachman 
of the mail to entruft him with the reins. 

A flock 
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A flock of fhecp met tbeoru. ix) ff^^ifig^. 
which, either by accident,, or ws^nt>. of fkUl 
in the. driver, or from the horfes takii\g 
fright, the coach was ovcrfet, and thp 
unfortunate youth killed upon the ipot* 
I was looking from the window of our 
inn on a Sunday evening, when fuddealy 
I perceived an uncommon throng of people 
gathering in the flreet. I enquired the tea-* 
fon of this aiTemblage, and they infi)rmed me 
of the circumflance I have juil relat£4» 
and that a hearfe, with the body of the 
young man, was now moving towards 
the church. My companion was eager to 
fee the funeral, and we both mn to 
attend the ceremony. The crowd was 
amazing. From the gate of the phurch- 
yard to the church door, we had as much 
difficulty in forcing our way, as we ever^ 
found in gaining admittance t6 the theatre 
on a benefit night. Women fcreamii^» 
children crying, men fwearing, dogs howl* 
ing, cats fqualling, formed a fcene, of all 
others, the mofl: unlike a funeral. The 
doors were at laft opened i in we ruflied, 

and 



aad' happy w^ h^ who couM maintain his 
leg9. The thltrch became inftantly filled j> 
but tvfaat became of the body^ or th« 
clergyman^ I never could difcover. 

Thus ended this motley fpecimen of 
Cambrian interment. I have heard many 
ftrange things of the Welfh^ and expe£t to 
hear ' many more, " Their name/' they 
&y, ^' liveth for evermore," but of all 
their eccentricities, I defy any one to fay 
of them, that ^' their bodies are buried in 
** peace." 

From Swanfea we proceeded to 

LLANBLTHY, 

through a wild country, where the little" 
white cottages, fcattered up and down» 
ibmetimes at the foot of a fteep lull, at 
others, finiling in a fertile valley, and as 
<^n hanging firom the fide of a rough 
mountain, formed a pleafing pidlure of 
iatiocent and rural life 

Be Llaoidlos^ 
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\, and the beautiful v$ic of Towjr, 
with its rains, and Orangajr HiU^ immorta-- 
Itzed by Dyer^ all called ta off, by a diJS[tr^ 
ent route^ after L»ving Swinfea^ but the 
inceflant rains compelled us to proceed as 
wc could ; and indeed we deemed omielves 
fortunate in being able to gain ground at 
all, during a CtzTon fo unfavourable. 

After we had paiZod Lhnelthj, the iky 
brightened for a £hart timet <uui from 
StraddyHiU, we had one of thofe peiipec^ 
tive landfcapes which ilretch forth wkh 
fo much redundancy in the rich paintings 
of Claude Lorraia. The road is cut in the 
fide of a mountain 9 and down a bold 
defcent you overlook a bng tufted valley^ 
which opens towards the river Penilaw» 
The viihge of Llanelthy forms one of tiift 
prindpal obJ6(3» in the profpe£t. The 
country aU around thig fikct u iMxpreffiMy 
beaudfol. A ridge of hiUs^ atadiflance 
over the water^ bound ^die whofe^ at th«^ 
bottom of which appear t&e copper aijrodk^ 
fending up a volume of ftiok^ whidi 

- ' curling 
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curling in fpiral wreaths above the fummits 
of the mountains, add no inconiiderabk 
objcd to the reft of the fcenery. 

We pafled an old caille at 

KIDWELLY^ 

apparently in good prefcrvation, hut the 
weather would not permit us to lee it. 
Tliis lowering atmofphere continued to 
fiowA upcHi U6, until we came within a few 
milts of Carmarthen ; the clouds then 
began to break, the thick tliift which had 
fii long enf'dloped us, difper&dj th^ (biting 
ion again put forth his luike, and fliooting 
his . gaudy rays athwart a delightful land« 
Icape, tinged all its outlines with crimlbn^ 
At this particular feafon of the year, the 
proipedt of a rich country at fanfet, does Co 
eaditlarate the features of nature, that ihe 
^pems conicious of her rich attire, and 
her imiles beam rapcaw. This e&iA ik 
he%htened after a ftorm, when <^e winife 
areliadicd, and the fiin breaks unexpeAedly 

E e 2 through 
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through the gloom^ with an efFulgeiioe that 
enlivens the whole iace of the creation. 

** If cliance the radient fun with farewell fwoet 
** Extend his evening beam^ the fields revive^ 
*' The birds their notes renew, and bleating herds 
*< Atteft their joy^ that hill and valley ring.** 

MILTOK. 

We had not yet feen any part of the 
country nu>re fertilized by cultivation^ nor 
more abund^t in woods and paifaipe than 
this part of South Wales. — ^And much as 
we wished before^ i^hen afiaUed by iacef- 
^t rains^ tp reach the end of our day's 
journey^ we could not but feel a momen- 
tary regret^ in exchanging the ferene beau-p 
ties of rural fcenery, for thoie imalluripg 
receptadeis of intemperance, the alehouies of 

CAERMAR T HBN« 

Perhaps I may be thought too cenibrious 
by my Welih readers, in taking this liberty 
with their houies of acconunodation. But 
I CQnfider myfelf as writing to EngUfhmen, 

and 
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and would not incur their (£Kp]eafure by ib 
grofs a mifreprefentation as the dignifying 
any place of this fort, which is to be found 
among the mountains of Cambria, with the 
title of an inn. 

Caermarthen is famous for the birth of 
the prophet Merlin, who flourifhed about 
the year four hundred and fifty. Confider- 
ed as a Welfh town, it may be called 
handfome ; it is fituated pleafantly on the 
river Towy, and is efleemed the politefl 
place in aU South Wales. This, however, 
I cannot vouch for myfelf — the writers of 
other times, who have gone before me in 
this itinerary, . all agree in celebrating the 
urbanity of the people at Carmarthen. At 
firfl I was puzzled to account for this fin- 
gular unanimity of fentiment, which a 
flight fcrutiny has fince unravelled. Giral- 
dus Cambrenfis, who in company with 
Baldwin, Archbifhop of Canterbury, pene- 
trated the favage receflcs of the Welfti, fb 
early as the year one thoufand one hundred 
and eighty-eight, for the purpofc of preach- 
ing 
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iog the cniiade, firft cdehrated the refine^ 
ment of Carmarthen. Findingy perhaps, 
that the precepts of his creed, and his 
legendary tales, were imbibed with greater 
facility, and more genuine fuperftition, by 
the people of that place, thaa by the reft 
of the principality, he diftinguifhed them 
from their fellow barbarians, in an eulogium 
upon their manners. Camden caught the 
fentiments of Giraldus, and a fwarm of 

• 

compilers, widi De Foe and Richardfbn 
at their head, followed implicitly et verbatim 
the principles of Camden. Writers of 
more modem date delighted to tread in 
the fbotfteps of their fbre^thers, and 
efpecially, when by adopting the judgment 
of others, they were iaved fix)m the diffi-* 
culty of forming any opinion of their own. 



Caermarthen is no more than a coaunon 
market town, one of fbme eminence in 
this country, but the reader muft not be 
furprifed, if, after all he has heard and read 
citbe fotitefi place m aU South Waks^ he 
fhould vifit it, and be gratified with a 

piSurefque 
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piBurefque difplay of one entire ftrect, 
lormed by manjums of mud. 

The walls of the old caftle are ftill vifi- 
ble ; it is of the Norman times. Caftellate 
ruins are £> abundant throughout Wales, 
that, as if they were the neceffiiry appen- 
dages to every village and every town, one 
feels a diiappointment whenever they hap- 
pen to be miffing. 

Dogs are univerially ufed, in this part of 
the wcx-ld, as tumfpits. We faw fercral 
at work. They fwarm in the ftreets, and 
being the favourites of the kitchen, affume 
Ae complexion and appearance of their 
patrons, that of being mod independently 
&t and dirty* 

The fewin is found In great plenty at 
Caermarthen, ibme of which weigh thirty 
pounds. 

The drefi of the Welfli women is univer- 
My the fime* They appear in large black 

hats 
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hats with broad brims, iand Ac generality^of 
the common peopk defpife the oiex)f ihoes 
or dockings. They confider thefe appefb^ 
dages as a ufelefs piece of extravaganoe^ and 
I often met WeUh girls upon the road, who 
were drefled for a vifit to their fiiends, in a 
clean white petticoat tucked above the 
knee, trudging along the hard road, bate-* 
footed, widi their fliocs and ftockings under 
their arms. 

The men are diftmguiflied alio by their 
broad hats and bare feet ; as for the difie^ 
rence of fex, it would hardly be perceived 
in Wales if it was not for the criterion of 
the breeches, for labour feems equally di- 
vided between men and women, and it is^as 
a>nunon to meet a female driving the fdoiigfa» 
as it is to fee Tafiy feated at the mUk 
pail. 

* 

Their ignorance is amazing* I never 
jfound a WeUhman who could give me in*p 
formation with regard to his country if ni^ 
ienquiries extended above tea miles iramfiif 

i^t. 



. . . *- « - - • 



i^poC; iHowover of their inanners^ their 
csftoms^ andthdur cbftroi^r^ I iliall fpe^ 
faBPcaftevr i^heo I have i««Q xoof^ pf their 



' The ihbftkttte jRm* (C04)> called cuh% 
tvhich is uied in Caermeithenr as well as ia 
edser parts of Wales, ftrongly marks that 
propenfity to Jove which is a leading Mature 
in the charaderiftic of the people* 

I was forprifed tQ iee a pail brought intp 
the room, filled with balls of mud ; as th^ 
at £rft appeared to u$4 Th«ie they placa 
regularly along the upper bar of the gratp 
and as foon as they are heated they burn 
wkfa great fieedom* They give a great 
heat» but it is of too fulphureoiis a iiature 
to be borne loog« I fbndd the ill efieds of 
thde ibrts of fiunes for fbme tinie after my 
liibterranean excurfions in Cornwall^ and 
not choiing to fubjed: my&lf to other expe- 
runemts of the fame nature, left ^ room 
bsfoie the point of fu^bcation had powierto 
triw place. The Welfhmen finile at this 

F f affectation^ 
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afirdationy as they flyk k» anil> inured by 
habit, breathe the moft noxious fumes with 
as much eafe as the pureft air. Foreigners 
often complain of the finell from an Englifh 
coal fire, what would they think of a WcMh- 
man's lungs, if they were feated a few 
minutes in a room where culm is ufed ? 

This compofition is made from the duft 
of ftone coal, mixed with nearly an equal 
quantity of loam or clay ; it is then formed 
with water into a confiftence of the fame 
ftiffnefs as ftrong mortar; after this it is 
rolled into oval balls, and laid in the -air to 
dry. 

In a country, abounding with coal pits, 
where there is no fcarcity of any fort of 
fuel, one would not exped to meet with tlib 
oeconomical^ preparation. The price of 
genuine coal, at Caermarthen, does not ex-- 
ceed threepence a bufhel ; but the compoft 
does not fetch half that price, and nobody 
underAands better than a Welihman the 
3 tenor 
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tieiior of the old adage^ ^^ A penny favedds a 

p4nny g^ff' 

f 

Upon the road fix)m Caermarthen^ by 
a Icxig and giradual afcei^t, we at laft 
reached the fummit of Brandy-hill^ and 
from this fpot had the moft exteniive 
profpedt I ever faw. From one point of 
view we were aUe to command fix counties^ 
and proceeding a little forward, beheld al* 
flQdft as extenfive a fcope on the other fide. 
The country feemed fertile all about this 
place^ although it did notaiibrd that beauty 
which diftinguifhes the rich environs of 
Caermarthen. The exceifive ha^inefs of 
the weather prevented our feeing clearly 
rile bird's-eye view that was fpread before 
US; but we had reafon to coniider oar- 
ielves fortunate in being able to difcern any 
^ftaat objedtsy for I believe a day perfedly 
ierene and clear afibrds a ipedtacle very 
unufual in Wales. At 
« 

T A V E RiH SPITE, 

a fingle houfe, we changed hories, and hav- 

Ffa ing 
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ing ptxKTured fome dinner^ proceeded im-» 
mediately to 

KARBAUTH-* 

An old aifUef rifing from an eminence on 
the right hand, as you enter this jJace, af* 
ibrds a fine objed for the pencil. We 
could learn no particular account of it, nor 
find any one who made it their bufinefs ta 
fhew it ; but while my companion was ^r* 
ranging matters with the poftillion, and or* 
dering fi^fli horfes, I took our valet Jeremy 
with me and we ran> to examine the ruins of 
its walls* 

A per- 

* 

"r 

^ ^ It ttkAf be here necellary to inform the reader, that, if 
he chufes, he may purfue a different route ; and without vi- 
"fiting Caermarthei^, proceed from Kidwelly, over Caermar^ 
then bar, and, by the cafUes of Uanfiephan and Laugharne 
to Tenby* Or, if he wiflies to take Caerpiarthen in his 
route, as being the capital of the county, he may afterwards 
proceed to Tenby, and take thofe cafUes, which are well 
woxth feeing, in his way. But one thing fliould be pre- 
miied» namely, that he muft not ezped fo good a road as if 
he fbUowed my roujbe ftom Cacrmartben to Narbatth and 
Tenby. 
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A peribn more {killed in the legends of 
antiquity than myfclf might have found 
enough of this decayed fbrtrefs remaining, 
to have traced out its original features. I 
found much to admire^ but little to compre- 
hend ; and coniidering it only as a piece of 
romantic fcenery,was contemplating a turret 
that feparated from the reft^ feemed to con* 
tain at leaft a dozen chimnies^ all connedted 
kite one (lack. All at once, Jeremy vanish- 
ed. I looked about for him for fome time^ 
and was pleafed to find that even he could 
find iburce for amufement among thefe tot- 
tering monuments of his progenitors. At 
length, to- my unfpeakable furprife, I dif- 
covered my fuppofed virtuofo giving eafe to 
nature, in a fnug corner among the ruins> 
and, with the mofl fupercilious contempt 
for thofe venerable vefHges of antiquity, de- 
dic^ing the ivy-mantled walls of Narbarth 
to the goddefs Cloadna. 



The 
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The road leading from Narbarth to 

TENBY 

is not difHnguifhed by any thing worth 
taking notice of, except that it leads to one 
of the moft beautiful, moft romantic, littfe 
fpots perhaps in all Europe. 

Tenby feems one continued heap of 
caflellate ruins. You can hardly turn your 
eyes, but you behold fbme old wall, ftair- 
cafe, or tower, belonging to a former forti- 
fication. 

When the fea overflowed the land of the 
Flemings, in the reign of Henry the firft, 
they were permitted to come and people 
this part of the country. The fortifications 
of Tenby were built at that time for their 
ufe ; and in cafe they were molefted by the 
Welfli, they had an opportunity of fending 
for afliflance to Briftol. This was die origin 
of thefe mouldering fabrics. In the reign 
of Queen Elizabeth they were repaired for 

other 
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Other purpofes, as appears by the initials of 
her name^ the date^ and the year in which 
they were completed^ engraved upon one of 
the ilone walls. 

. It was alio again repaired and more 
ftrongly fortified for the cavaliers in the 
reign of Charles the firft; and they ftill/hew 
the field in which Oliver Cromwell planted 
his batteries^ when he demoUihed it. 

In the church, they fhew a fpecimen of the 
ravages conunitted by Cromwell's foldiers 
among their places of public worfhip. One 
of thefe ruffians, either by way of fi-olic, or 
miftaking, firom intoxicatioor ^ f^one figure 
of a man kneeling, for a devotee in reality^ 
. fired his mufquet and fhot the figure in the 
neck. The mark of the bullet is very vi- 
fible, both in the figure and upon the 
wall. 

A gentleman, with his wife and two chil- 
dren, had hired a boat one morning for the 
purpofe of putting the lady on board a (loop, 

that 
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that lay off in the bay> bound for Minehead. 
I was defirous of making a little excurficm 
upon the water^ andheaiing me expreis txif- 
felf fo to my companion, they very pt>lit€lf 
invited me to join their party. The wind 
blew rather frefli, there was a great fwell in 
fea» and the waves ran higher than I had 
been accuftomed to fee them in the fmall lift 
of my marine adventures. I believe my 
countenance exhibited evident marks of un- 
eaiinefsy for^ as if determined to convince 
me what a land-lubber I was^ whenever 
the boat mounted, or a wave larger than 
common aflailed her, the little girls cried, 
** Huzza f Here we go, mamma t Here we 
go, up! upi up! I wift) it blew border i 
Here we go again /" In tacking about wc 
(hipped a fufficient quantity of water to wet 
us to the fkin. This was a new iburce of 
mirth ; a loud laugh burft from them all, 
each endeavouring to puih his neighbour to 
windward, in hopes of getting him a duck- 
ing. I, being more awkward than die reft, 
got completely foufed, and felt that I cut a 
very ridiculous figure among thefe rohdle 
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atgPWP^tt<H^^ rThwe whole was.newto me, and. 
isS^peiy hf^ffm^ .what I cither dcfired or 
d^rypd jp /biit,.fince IH^d found Women fo, 
pesfeaiy Air^i^ayed. by the -terrors of the 
leaf! endpavoured, by an a^wkward ufurpa- 
tion o£ mdifierence, to convince them that 
I was fo top. The lady, of all the womea 
I had ever /een, .was the moft courageous* 
Her partiality to the water arofe almoft to 
madnefs. .Finding how agreeable it was 
to be to0ed about at the mercy of the wavesj 
and every now and then, immerfed by the 
fiiry of the fpray^ fhe made propofals to the 
ftSors, and offered to give them their own 
price if they would condufl: her to Mine- 
heady fix^ Miles acrofs the Briftol channel 
In the open boat. Her hufband thought 
fit IQ remonftrate againil this fcheme» 
and told her the riik fhe would encounter. 
fflie imjlqd at his apprehcnfions, and 
bearing her daughter Maiy» fobbing be- 
hind her at the thoughts of her mother's 
^sngef, (he fung the well-known flans^a 
fiom :*• Poor Jack," which I thought was 
^Wfr more happily applied. 

Gg 



Why, I faid to our Pol, for d*ye fee flie would ay. 

When laft we wdghed anchor for fea. 
What argufies fniv'ling and piping your eye ; 

Why, what a lad fool you muft be. 
Can't you fee the world's wide, and there's room for us all^ 

Both for feamen and lubbers aihore ; 

« 

And if to old Davy I IhouldgOy my friend Poll, 

Why, you never will hear of me more. 
What then ? all's a hazard ! oome don*t be too lofty 

Perhaps I may laughing come back; 
For that iamelittle cherub thatfits up aloft^ 

Will keep watch for the life of poor Jackr 



Wlien (he had pacified her little girl» and 
fubdued the fears of her hufband, ihe re- 
newed her offers to the watermen, which 
they, after a ihort hefitation, declined. Thus 
the intrepidity of a female was found to 
overbalance, if not the prudence, at lead 
the courage, of veterans. I own I was much 
aftonifhed ; but it only ferved to confirm 
me in an opinion I had before formed, and 
which I intruded upon the seader's attentioUf 
after my return fix)m Mount Edgecombe ; 
namely, that a fociety of thofe damfels, 

fuch 
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fach as pilotted his majefly's barge during a 
naval review at Weymouth, and fuch as we 
often meet with, adapted for marine exploits 
and interefted in the welfare of Britiih tars, 
would upon emergencies lend aid and oraa-^ 
ments to our navy. 

When we reached the (loop, the captain 
informed us that the wind was fo unfavour* 
able he could not put out to fea ; therefore, 
after buffeting for two hours more virith the 
wind and the waves, and with a. child on 
each fide of me draining their lungs in all 
the death of fea-ficknefs, we once more 
gained terra-Jirma^ I could never have ut- 
tered a more (incere thankfgiving than 
efcaped me upon quitting the boat. I took 
to my heels, fearful of being again caught 
a-fleafuringy as the reft of the crew ft}ied 
this flate of penance, and, eagtr to afcertain 
the wide difference between relating an ad* 
venture, and being a party concerned in it. 

Tenbigh is fituated on a promontory 
which flretches forth into the Briftol chan- 

G g 2 neL 
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nel; At high water the fea ingulphs it ia 
fuch a manner, as to inclofe ahnoft a thkd 
part of it with the tide. It afibrds a very 
good harbour for the ihipping. During 
the iiunmer many genteel ^milies refide 
here ; it is an excellent bathing place, and 
the country around it is beautiful. The 
lodging houfes are not built or fitted up in 
fi) elegant a ffyle as thofe at Brighton, but 
they have the fame afped:^ towards the iea» 
and are fituated upon a chff pf much greater 
grandeur. 

7he views between Tenbighand 

PEMBROKE?, 

pre beyond any thing that can be expreiifedt 
The difknce is cmly ten miles, and all the 
way the delightful prpfped of the fta, on one 
fide and a magnificent country on the other 
fs without doubt far beyoo^ any other kndv 
fcape in South Wales. 

« 
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There is one point of view which I am 
particqlarly inclined to dwell upon» and 
which my pen is unable to delineate, zU 
though it may be more fuccefsful in point-# 
ing out the fpot for others to remark upoa. 
It is that, where you command at one view 
the caftles of Carew and Llantphey, with a 
diflant profpedt of Pembroke, upon the 
fhores of Milford haven. The village of 
St. Florence, with its white church and 
cottages, are among the nearer obje<5ts, and 
the mountains rifing in perfpediive behind* 
as a remote limit to the vdiole, make this 
in my own^ opinion, a pfrfe^ landfcape. 
It combines every objedt that is neceflkiy 
tovirards the formation of a fine profped:, yet 
fo much is the pencil wanting upon theie 
occaiions, that it is impoflible to do juftice to 
iiich iceneiy by verbal delineation. 

The g^aod apfHroach to Pembroke is fiom 
the ^afier^ ^ it is then only that its ve- 
iierable caiUe is (etn to advantage. The 
town is fituaicd upon die ridge of a long and 
nufow rock, gradually afcending to the 
3 higheft 
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higheft pointy on the fummit of which, at 
the edge of a bold abrupt precipice, ftand 
the mouldering turrets of the caftle ; whofe 
old walls are completely covered with ivy. 
It is founded upon the folid rock, trees 
grow neverthelefs upon the walls, hang 
from the lofty battlements, 

fp-^— and wUfileholloKr as they wave. 

It is a Norman ftrudlure, mixed with the 
early Gothic. The principal tower, which 
rifes to a great height, has even at this day 
its ilone vaulted roof remaining. This for* 
trefs was built by Girald, conftable of Wind- 
ibr, the anceilor of Cambreniis. 

The natural cavern, called the Wogan, 
lies immediately under the chapel, and opens 
with a wide mouth towards the river. A 
communication from the cavern to the cafUe 
was made by a ftaircaie on the oiitiide of the 
rock, which led diredly into the chapel. 

The 
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The Aaircafe itiU remains^ and alfo the 
walls of the chapel. 

We were leaving' Pembrdke, when Je-. 
remy came running breathlefs with fpeed, 
to infonn us, that the people had (hewn 
him a great curiofity. We aiked him of 
wh^t nature it was^ but could learn nothing 
except that it was, " fbme mifchief 
done by Alderman Crumble; and that 
he wifhed to know who this alderman 
was, as he verily believed the fame per« 
ion turned Canterbury Cathedral into a 
ftable/' He then lead us to the church,' 
and pointed to a breach which had been 
made in the tower of it, by a cannon balL* 
The myftery was now bpen-^Aldehnan 
Crumble proved to be no lefs a peribnage 
than Oliver Cromwell, who had formerly 
placed his batteries againft the church,, 
which has not been repaired fince, and ftiU 
wears the marks of his cannonading. 

We hired a boat at Pembroke, tocondu^ 

us over Milford haven to the little harbour 

of Hubburflon. 

This 



This wonderful piece c£ Water^ that de« 
fervedly attrads the notice of the whole 
world, appears like a vaft lake, fiirrounded 
en all (ides with Aeep hills covered with 
verdure* It is one of the fineft bays ia £u« 
rope ; affording foch plmty o£ water and 
iiich excellent anchorage, that the whole 
navy of Great Britain might at once be con« 
tained within it, and moreover ride (ccure 
fh)m every wind that blows* 

Theie confiderations have long induced 
men to fuppofe, that a public dock wouU 
be eftabliihed here. In the year 17599 par* 
liament took this under confideration, and 
accordingly an adt was paffed for eroding 
fortifications at Petcrchurch, Wefl Lanyon, 
and Neyland ; not with a view to prevent 
die enemy's (hips from advancing into the 
haven, for the mouth of it is much too large 
to be proted:ed from either fliore, but to fe-* 
cure the inward harbours, and to provide 
againft diilreffes fimilar to thofe which be- 
fel the French ihipping at St. Maloes and 
Cherbourg in the kft war. 

JLieu^ 



Lietxfenaftt Coldnel Baftide^ dire^or df 
eng^ersl, wat appdbted toforveytheworka^ 
and ten thou&nd pounda was granted to-*- 
wards cafff iAg them on. This plan Wa& 
however never compleated^ although a 
great deal wais done, as the waUs of the em-r 
bryo fortificatbft whkh ftill remain caiy 
teftify. 

A {^n is novr in agitation, if it is not ak' 
ready begun, of having a town buSt upon 
one of the adjoining h^, with the ftone 
which was brought ht the ^^rtificaticMiSr 
and it is to be caHed New-»Mi]£)rd 

We failed about for fome tiitae tipon thtaf 
magnificent lake, for I can give it no name 
more adapted to its appearance, and having 
almofl cnccxnpafled the whole of it, hxriei 
at 

ft 

YrUBBBRSTON« 

This IS one amcmg the numerous harbours 
which are found on every fhore of Milferd 

H h haven. 
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hcven* It is itva flourkhing ftate> exporting 
com^ coals^ and limeAone. I fpeak com- 
parativdy, when I fay it flourifhes ; I would 
not lead future travellers to expedt either 
accommodation or amuiement at this place, 
beyond what an alehouie can afibrd for the one, 
or a combination of fifhermen's huts fupply 
for the other. Formerly it was a more mi- 
ierable hole than it is now ; but fince the 
eilablifhment of the Waterford packets, it 
has gradually improved. Two of theie 
convey pafi^gers from this port to Water- 
ford in Ireland, which has proved of mate- 
rial advantage to the place. One of the 
packets had been fo fortunate as to .make 
twenty-nine trips in three mondis. 

. The diilance from Hubbuffton to Wa- 
terfbrd is twenty-three leagues ; but wh&t 
makes this flation more convenient than 
moil others, is, that the packets can fail at 
any time of the tide, and with almoil any 
wind^ florms alone preventing them. 



Through 
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Through a country of no particularl)eau« 
ty, and chiefly remarkable for its flat cam^ 
paign features^ we came from Hubburfloa 
to 

HAVERFORD WE8T» 

a ftrong well-built town commodioufly 
fituated by the fide of a hill^ on a creek of 
Milfbrd haven, over which it has a i^one 
bridge of ibme grandeur. The ruins of the 
cafUe are very large, and prefent a fine ob-^ 
je£t to the approach from Narbarth. 

It was evening when we arrived here, and 
as we did not intend to leave the plgce befiwe 
the next morning, I ordered our fupper, 
and wetit out with my companion tQ fur« 
ycy the town. 

« • * 

W; had proceeded but a few p^ces from 
die door, when I difcerned on the oppofite 
fide /of the way fbmething like a place of 
confinement; but fb barricadoed, and fo mi- 
ierable in its afpeA, that I conceived it to 

Hhz be 
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)se a receptacle for wild beafts. Upon fiir-- 
ther in^dion, I diicovered through a iiziall 
vnndow, double grated, a man in a mdaa-^ 
choly attitude, with a book in his hand. He 
was cloathed in the tattered remnants of a 
naval uniform, and as we obftruded the 
light which glimmered through the grate 
upon the pages of his book, he ibuted^ 
^d fiw us.* We were going to with-- 
draw, when finding how much we were 
ftruck ^di his appearance, he addrefled us. 
^^ Gentlemen, (iaid he) you fee here an un- 
fortuna^ officer pf the navy, who, for « 
trifling debt, has fufiered five months im«» 
firifenment in this abominable dungeon; 
widiout any fiipport but frQm the benevo-^ 
lence of flrangers and the uncertain charity 
i^a fewamoqg the inhabitants, denied even 
water to gratify his thirft, unle^ he can raife 
fi halfpenny to pay for it, ^d condemned 
to liifger hefe without a profpedt of re? 
fcafc/' 

We aiked him by what means he had 
ttcarred the debt, and how he became un« 
jd>le to difcharge it. 

He 



He &id he was a Lieutenasit in die oavy, 

and formerly belonged to a King's (bip^ 

called the Trimmer. That he had been 

ilatioaed with the reft i>f hj6 crew ftt Haver* 

Ibrd. It happened one day that he w^ 

out upon a vifit, when his comrades hearing 

of ibme Smugglers went in purfuit of tfaem^ 

and left him on ihore. During their ab'r 

fence, he had lived, he faid^ as other gen- 

demen do in the neighbourhoods He had 

vifited th^n« hunted with them, and par^ 

look of the amuiements of the place. 

When he wifhed to leave Haverford, he 

had written to his agent at Liverpool for 

cafli. The people of the houie where he 

lodged knew this, and when die . ai%^ 

fwer returned, with a fpirit of parfiouMiy 

hardly to be conceived, and in violatbn 

of every honeil and honourable principle, 

intercepted and broke it open • It was then 

xiifcovered that his agent had failed, and 

could remit him only five guineas, which 

were inclofed in the letter. This fum the 

harpies inftantly feized, and threw their 

unfertunate vidim into the dungeon wheie 

we 
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we found him, and where he ha4 languiih* 
cdeyerfince. 

I felt my blood chill will honor at lus 
narrative, and interrupting him. In God's 
name, fir, faid I, have you no friends, is 
there not one to whom I can write in your 
behalf? 

My name, faid he, is G— th. I was 
one of thofe who accompanied Captain 
Cook in his circumnavigations. I lived 
but by my profeffion, and have done £o 
from my infancy ; I have no relations, and 
hardly a iingle fiiend. There may be thoie 
who would haften to extricate me, if they 
knew of my fituation, but I wifh to keep 
them ignorant of it, nor can I bear to apply 
to them. 

Finding all our intreaties were inefiec* 
tual, in endeavouring to ferve him by writ- 
ing to thofe who knew him, we begged he 
would accept of our affi Aance in a different 
way, and leaving a finall donation with him, 
3 we 



SOOTH Of XNOLAMD, fcc. S jg 

we went to make other enquiries a9iong the 
inhabitants. They all knew him to be a 
gentleman of good charadier, and great 
ability in his profeilion ; every information 
we received tended to invalidate his own 
afiertions; but this only increafed our 
aftonifliment, to find that in fo large a town 
as Haverford-Weft, there could not be 
found liberality enough among the people, 
to lave a gentleman from prifon for a paltry 
tavern-bill. 

Once we heard he had made his efcape* 
A deferter was thrown into the £ime dun-* 
geon with him, and this fellow effed:ed the 
means of his deliverance. They had not 
quitted their prifon above a quarter of an 
hour, before their flight was difcovered, and 
the gaoler rang the fire-bell to alarm the 
town. Mr. G — th and the deferter were 
then in one of the fields near the town. As 
loon as they heard they fire-bell Mr. G — ^th 
tinted. Overcome with weaknefs, fi-om 
confinement, and the apprehenfion of being 
retaken, he fell at the feet of his compa- 
nion. 



ftkfh^' Vfcm ifait, ftber delcMteridfaggedJBtoi 
IsfiD^s^'dilth^ 2fid coyering' tk)en]^vlB8 ivMl 
feaie new hi^r f kat wa» m the Btld, dK/ 
Itsnantedl edneeded «iiic9 tW^ momiiig^, 
iviien the/ both eHdeem>mtd'ta cfcape;' 
The deferter, being the RrongcAr fbon gise 
but Off the- redch' (m his pturoers ^ bctt Mt« 
G — di» ttnacqudimed with the cotkntiy, 
ttd Qiiable^ ftotti e^efli^e ^^esikrxeK^^ tc)* 
proceed; tvas re-i-fakcn by the Sheriff** 
officers about twenty mQes froni thd tmm. 
As loon as he perceived them^ he made a' 
deQ)erate attempt trpon his owrt 12f&» iind 
Befbrt they cotild fei«e him, l?abbed himr^^ 
felf in die fide. The wound pfoted tm 
mortal, arid he recovered to tmdergo, what 
he^ dt>eaded m«ich more, the horrors of hk 
prifoit* 



We returned to him again, and apob« 
ghdng" for die meamiefs of our fbmief ofkr^ 
begged we might improve it. He &^med 
overcome with the thoughts of having 
fbmul a human being who could feel ^ 
his iltoation. Upon fiirtfaer conver&tibnr^ 
x: c I found 



to DTK or ikolakd^ -8co n%t 

I fbttnd he was well acquainted with a fel^' 
low collegian of mine, and with his whole 
family. He faid he was certain of having 
the command of a veflel if he could be re^ 
leafed ; that he had fi^quently offered to 
compromiie with the woman who impri« 
£>ned him^ and would give her cent, per 
cent, for her money until it was paid, if ihei 
would enable him to return to his profeffioui 
The inexorable d— 1, for I cannot noW 
think of a worfe name for her> had refufed 
all his requefts, and would not pay the lead 
attention to any application that was made 
for his relea/e. The original debt did not 
exceed twenty pounds, but his profecutrefs^ 
by her villainous machinations, by rafcally 
attornifis, and the expences of his impri^ 
fbnment, had nearly doubled it. It was 
not until eleven at night that I gave over, 
my enquiries with refpedt to Mr. G — th i 
and among the variety of queftions we put 
to difierent people, no ode gave him an ill 
word, but all were unanimous in encomiums 
upon him. Thus, in a hoftile country^ 
furrounded vnth per&cutors, imprifoned, 

I £ aod 



9ip TOtlft THKOOOR TSt 

and in debt, he ieemed wkhout an emmy* 
Some defpaired of his releafe> odiers^wme 
in hopes he would receive his Uberty at the 
aifizes, as a fbciety of gentlemen had pro* 
Hiifed to fubfcrU>e for that pnfpofe. 

YE GENTLEMEN OF HAVER- 
FORD ! could ye not find one fpark of 
pity or generofity refident among ye? a 
ftranger came and fell into misfortanes> and 
was there not one Samaritan, who would 
vifit the prifon of the wretched, and ibften 
the iron fetters of his bondage ? Yes^ one 
there was, and more dian one, and happy 
muft they feel who hare hitherto fiipported 
him in his captivity. But YE ALDER- 
MEN OF H AVERFORD I for it is to 
you I dedicate thefe efFiifions of my foul—* 
and if ever your eyes glance upon thefe 
pages of my work» may the traces of my 
pen fink deep into your hearts, and pene- 
trating the iron folds around them, force 
out a fentiment of contrition and re-« 
piorfe. What, could ye not fpare the exu- 
berance of one feaft from your gorgeoua 

appetites, 
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appetites, to fpccotur a bulwiirk of your 
country—^ fba of Neptune? Could you 
not fpara the price of one dinner, to re^ 
lievc a fellow^creaturc ia diftrefs ? oh 
ihamel ihamel ihame upon you, YE 
ALDERMEN OF HAVERFORD ! ! I 

Peace to the a(hes of the benevolent 
HOWARD 1 what a fcope for his' phikn* 
thropy would have been offered, had he 
vifited the dungeon at Haverford# He is 
gone to receive the reward of his virtues^ 
but hi$ name ihall be immortal* 

The fpirits of the good| who bend from hi^h. 

Wide o*er thefe earthly fcenes their partial eye; 

When firfi, array*d in virtue's purefl robe. 

They faw her Howard traverfingthe globe; 

Saw round his brows her fun like glory blaze 

In arrowing circles of unwearied rays ; 

Mtfiook a mortal for an angel gueft, 

And a&M what feraph foot the earth impreft* 

lovei of Ik plaoti. Castp. U. p. M. 

I never felt more diipofed to quit any 
place than Haverford. T|ie thot^tf of 

lis Mg. 
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4 Cr**>tk*9<fdfftr]i^^ a^edt&the fiU9(I« 
aefs^ of our inn^ and die tin welcome dejjoin* 
4Bacnt€£isvery yawning coutitenance we nMt 
4ipon our return to it^ fo prajodiced Us 
againft the whole town that* we ordepsd 
horfes to be in readinefs before fun-Fife^ 
next n9ormng. 

Creeping into my mi&rable ftye, for I 
could not be guilty of fo grofs a compliment 
as to call it a bed-room^ I endeavoured 
4q compofe myfelf to deep* The fheets 
iluck to my back with dampn^s> and 
not having been changed fince the lafl: 
aflizes, contained fUch a quantity of fand, 
which the feet of my predcccffors had 
imported from the floor, that I was 
determined to fit up the whole night. 
The thoughts of Mr, G— -th, in his horrid 
dungeon, but a few yards from me, feemed 
to reproach nxe for my difcontent, and 
. ieeUng diankful that I was out of their clut- 
ches, I fell aileep. 

Vfhcn wc came to om: chaife in the 
. morning, we found four horfes affixed to it, 

wher^ 



.titheread ^we had ordered but twe/ itnd^ to 
impudeot fcoundreLat die door infifts^ 
«u^o& our uilng them. We had no alteffitf- 
tive». we muil either obey his orders^' or 
remain at Haverfbrd> and God knows widi 
what ; alacrUy I chofe the lefier ev-il, to 
avoid the greater. * Any inconvenience 
was better than ftaying with Pharaoh and 
all bis bofty fo away we drove, execrating 
the whole tribe, and fearful left the well- 
known words, with which Dr. Johnfon 
addrefTed .a crow in the Highlands, (bovdd 
he made applicable to us -^fFhat,^, have 
fwingSy and Jiay here? . 



For thirty miles, until we. reached 
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CARDIGAN, 
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we were peftered by inceifant rain. Otir 

poftillions 

* Mr. Wyndham alfoc(nD|>lains.of ^cY^zj^tv^uA 
impolition that was pradifed upon him at Hav^rfprd-WefL 
(fee page 83 of his Tour through Monmouthiliire and 

• Wales) Indeed it is fo inhofpitable a place, and contains fo 
.^ittle worth a*ti:sivelkr*8 notice, that I would adTife others to 
throw it entirely out of their route ; or, if they cannot avoi4 

* paiEng through it, to make as (hort a day there as pollible* 
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poftiUions aflured us, that great part of the 
country was beautiful, but it was (o com- 
pletely enveloped in impenetrable darknei^ 
that we could hardly difcem an objed. 

At Cardigan we found much the fame 
decifive language from our landlord, as we 
met with at Haverford, although the inn 
here is a palace to the other. Without 
waiting to kiiow what it was our pleafiire 
to do, as foon as we alighted, '^ Gentle<r 
men !" faid he, ** you cannot go any fur- 
ther this evening— -you mu^ flay here all 
night, and you muji proceed with four 
horfes in the morning, and you mufi go 
forty miles the next flage, and you miifi,*' 
&c. " Say you fo, my good friend," faid I 
interrupting him, for I was determined not 
to bear this infblence — ^' but I am to con** 
vince you that yve will do none of theie 
things/' I then ran to the Quay, and find- 
ing a veflel bound for Abeiyflwyth, defired 
they would take us. They confented, but 
afterwards hearing a word from the land** 
lord of the inn, made an excufe and 

3 refufedi 
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Mfo&d. upon thiti went to the village of 
St^ Ogmily about two miles from Abberyft^ 
with, and there hired a vefiel on purpofe 
for us» They were to be in readinefs as 
ibon as the tide ierved next morning, and 
promiibd to coil for as at that time. Thus 
one part of our landlord'!; decifion became 
complete ; we were compelled to flay alt 
night with him, and he took care that the 
whole ihould be fb, for when the men came 
to call us in the morning, he either bribed 
or terrified them from their duty, and we 
iKard no more of them. 

Having thus afbrded fome idea of the 
treatment Engliihmen will meet with in' 
Wales, unlefs they proceed with circum-- 
fpe£tion, it is neceffary I fhould fay fome- 
tilling of Cardigan, and its environs. 

Of the country between Haverford Weft 
and this town, I can only fpeak from the 
opinion of others. The incefTant rains 
winch continued to buffet us the whole 

way. 
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vny, prevented me from forming tfly bpi« 
nion of my own. 

The town of Cardigan is neat and well 
built. The approach to it fix>m the fbuth, 
is by a done bridge thrown over the river 
Teivy. 

Robert iPitz Stephen^ the firft Briton 
that ever attempted to reduce Ireland to 
fubjeftion, once poilefied this place. As 
for the caftle, it was originally fortified by 
Roger Montgomery, who with William 
Fitzofborne, led the Norman van at the 
battle of Haftings. Part of the ancient 
oralis are ftill remaining, but the inward 
materials have long fince been removed. 

In the evening after our arrival, the hori* 
zon once more brightened, which tempted 
us, at fo late an hour as feven, to make an 

• 

excurfion up the Teivy. This river is fe- 
mous for the largeft and fineft falmon in 
Great-Britain. They fell at a low rate, 
owing to the diflance of Cardigan from the 

metropolis. 



refbit. The common priqB.-ji^ ^mo-'prnet 
or three-pence per pound, but we Mrere in* 
fthnehi^jtlitt Tf^miifc'lloiinaifre4|Niioliy ^lls 
fytiSa 6iiiU'«.finee,«84KQ»peaay perp<»iu& 
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We had not proceeded far npooi ^m 
delightful piece of water, before our atten« 
tiOfi*waa!\vihc^ en^fled by the fiirfound«» 
tng fceOfity. The fun was finking behind 
tk» 1mUs> the lofty banks of the Teivy^ 
which fog «wo hundred feet, from the 
imittr'aybrinfc to their fommit, were com« 
plaatfy covered with wood^ began to caft a 
gloofffc^upQB the objeds around us. For 
IbsiCrfinie we were eptiisly eng^^ed m 
the contemplation of this fyhfM iccM» 
when all at once it was fuddenly intercept^ 
fl4< b$r sU lofty, naked, and prcjeAing rock, 
pft.whioh'ftand the romantic rains of the 
f^f^ of Cilgarron. The cfka is bok}> 
a(vupt» and beautiful. AH that the imagi-* 
jiation h^ iuggefted of Sir Bertrand^ ^uid 
,tl^ terrors of enchantment^ feem^d here 
^rified« 
c . Kk While 

1^ 'V 
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.While we were gazing at the (battered 
wialls of this gkxxny fertrefs, a number c^ 
figures, apparently in punch bowls, widi 
each a wand in his hand, came fuddenly 
floating round the foundation, and paffing 
us like lightning, were hurried down the 
ftream until we &w them no more. I was 
all aflonifhment. My companbn burft into 
a fit of laughter* Jeremy, with his mouth 
wide open and his neck ftretched out, ga^ed 
at them till they vaniihed, and then ex« 
claimed, ^* Blefs my old fiioes ! what be 
they ? witches in a whirlwind ?" A fecond 
troop appeared, but not being :able to pais 
us fo abruptly, I ij/4 kiiiire to examine 
diem more minute]^. The whc^e fhxno^ 
menon was now developed ; they proved to 
be nothing more that a party of fifiiermen, 
who were eameftly engaged in purfuihg 
jtheirufual method of taking falmon. This is 
done in vefiels, called coracles,^ which ate 
CQOftrudfced after the following manner. 

* The vitiUa novtgta of PUnj^ and in more modem times 
^llcd coiadcs, jfrom their being covered with coriof or 
1ude8« 

rV; ." ;■ They 
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They make a finall frame of wicker Irork, 
in (hape much refembling the bowl of a 
^xx>n. This is covered with materials^ 
compoied of old blanket and canvas^ and 
being properly fecured with a thick varriifh 
of pitch, is entrufted to the waters. A 
twifted withy is fixed to each fide of the 
centre of the feat, which ferves as a handld 
to the fifherman, when he carries his boat 
fi-om place to place, and as a circle to con- 
fine him to the precKe fpot, where an exad 
equilibrimn can only prevent him fi-om be- 
ing overfet. The dexterity of die natives 
itrho fifii in theie veflels, is amazing, though 
it fiequently happens to the moft expert, 
that a large fifh wiU pull both the man and 
the boat under water,* 

Kkzy Embarking 

r 

* Mr. Wyndhatn, among his numenms qnotsttoni 
from Ginldus, has inferted two, in a note, upon this fub^ 
Jed; whicb, at thqr Oxew the antiquity of the coracles, 
and the celebrity of the Teivy, in thofe days, for its abun- 
dance of falmon» I hope I may be excufed for introdttcing. 

Com autem naviculam ^Irno injeftot cauda fbrtitev 

leicaflerit, noti afafqne pcriculo pkramque via«vam pa-^ 

riicr 
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Embarking in thefe frail veiTeky with 
Ui^ir net in one hand,* and a paddle in the 
other» they float along the tide, and take 
the finefl £Umon in the world. This trade 
18 not confined to the men, the women 
bear a fharein the labour, and are full as 
expert in the management of a coracle a& 
the hrds of the creationJ^ 

m 

When they have floated as far down the 
river as they chuie, they put to ihore, and 

taking 

ritcr et yt&mem evertit* Naviculas iftas Pifcatores patris 
ritu eundo et redeundo portant humeris. Giraldus Camb* 

P- 273- 

Flttvius Teiviy proe cunAit CambriGB fluviis falmone 
pnepingui foBcundiifimus, p. lyS, 

* Mrs. Macauby, celebrated for her hiftory of the 
StuaTt9f was oonveriiDg one evening upon fubjeAs of lite- 
rature, and having worfted an old pedant, during a long 
difcuflioDy was feverely reprimanded by him, for interfere 
ing with topics foreign to her fez. '* Purfue, madam ! faid 
he, the humble duties of domeftic life, and leave the intri* 
cades of fcience to be explored only by the Lords of tU 
crtatimJ* Jull at this infiant a fervant entered, and an- 
sounced the arrival of Mrs. Macaulay*8 chairmen, *' Fray, 
laid ihc» tdl the tiva. Urii tfthcrnikn to wajt aoodie^ 
half hour r 



taking their boats u|x)n their backs^ walk 
along th^banks> as they are unable to pro-* 
ceed againft the tide in coracles^ and launch^ 
ing them at a convenient place, embark 
again, finifhing as befere. During the 
whole night, this is their employment, un- 
lefs a fufficient quantity of fifh is taken 
before that time expires. Nothing can be 
more fingukr than the appearance of theie 
coracles $ a whole fleet of them embark to^ 
gether, and it is furprifing to fee the velo* 
city with which they proceed. 

One of them had caught a fine ialmon, 
weighing about forty pounds, which they 
offered u$ for five (hillings. 

The tide having covered the old fbot-> 
path to the caflle, J. found the approach to 
it very difficult. A little boy, who was my 
guide, led me up the lofty banks among 
brambles and trees, and fharp fleep rocks^ 
which though obflacles to me, were no im* 
pediments to him, for without fhoes, flock** 
ings, or hat,, away he went, ikipping and 

junvping 
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jumping from one point to the other^ en«-* 
couraging me, in WeUh, to follow and fear 
nothing, for he knew the way. 

When we came to the cafUe, it was 
nearly dark, but I could difcem enough to 
conceive what a profped day light would 
afford of the river, the hills, and the woods. 
Groping my way amongft the ruins, I came 
to a {battered ilaircafe, which led to the 
top of a round tower, and communicated 
to the entrances of feveral old apartments, 
whole floors had given way by time and 
bad fallen in huge fragments below* As I 
entered, my little guide loft all bis former 
courage^ and with his hair on end retreat«% 
ed to the middle of the court, calling out 
in broken Bnglifh^ ^' No, doant, doanU 
Jperrits ! Jperrits / there is Jperrits afmut /'* 
I gained the fummit after fbme difficulty, 
and at a diflance faw my companions in the 
boat. While I was looking at them, and 
admiring the tfk& of the evening upon the 
fading fcenery, I heard behind me, among 
fome old weeds and bufliea tha^ whiftled 

hollow 



iovftt Off Bii.o i»A ii>% Ice* ^^ 

hollow as they waved in the crevices of the 
wall» a coarfe coAvulfive hiding, fbmething 
refembltngthat of a ferpent, but louder, 
and more like the noife of a goofe. I 
liftenedy and looked abcmt me, but all was 
iilent. *^ It muft be wind," faid I, and 
was making the beft of my way down the 
mouldering ftaircafe, when the ftme found 
was repeated in a tone that made my blood 
curdle in my veins. I flood ftock ilill ; 
the noife increafed, and aU at once, from a 
dark hole among the battlements, out flew 
an overgrown white owl, hifling as it went, 
until I loft it in. the gloom of the night. I 
own I felt myfelf rather eafier at the de- 
parture of my fage neighbour, although I 
place no £uth in that fpecies of fupernatu-- 
ral agency, which my juvenile conductor 
denominated j^^rn/j, and being in a fpout^ 
ing humour, repeated, as I defcended to the 
court below, Beatties beautiful lines. 

V 

While the lone owl, on pinions grey. 

Breaks from the ru(l*ling boughs, 
And down the lone vale fails away 

To ttiort profound repole. 

'' ' ' 'Z Whether 
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Whether my guide tlraug^ I ims in^ 
voking Hecate^ or &ymg the Lord's prayer 
backwards ^ I could not difcowr^ but dttiiiig 
our return, ae took care to keep nae at a 
diftance, and obiervkig a aaoft profoimd 
filence the whoie way, never ventured to 
open his lips, until we rejoined our impa* 
tient companions. 

It was now very dark, the landfcape hsA 
&ded away, the rich proTpedl on each fide 
c£ the Teivy was bid in obfcurity, and w<i 
were happy to get back to our inn agam, 
and betake ourfelves to reft. 

We left Cariiigan die next morning, aod 
dangerous as the paiTage is laid to be from 
that place to Abeiyftwyth, had to lament 
that we did not perfenn it by water. The 
country, during a tedious journey of fiuiy 
nules, (hewed us nothing but dreary moon, 
barren wilds, bad roads, and poor cottagers. 
The only houie of accommodation is about 
twenty-two miles from Cardigan ; we dined 
there, and reached 

ABSRYSTWYTK 
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ABERYSTWYTH, 

juft as it grew dark* 

It is a pleaiant little town, lituated on an 
eafy elevation by the fea fide, in a fpacious 
valley between two hills, and at the mouths 
of the rivers Yftwyth and RyddoL It af- 
fords a good fhore for bathing, and is fre-^ 
quented by many families during the fum-» 
mer. 

We fpent our evening at the Talbot 
Inn, a very refpedable houfe, and remark-^ 
able for the cleanlineis of its accommoda-e 
tions, and the great civility of its mailer 
and miftrefs. 

Here we had, for the firft time fince we 
Entered Wales, the pleafure of hearing the 
mufic of the country, in its pure flate, from 
a poor blind female harpen She could 
fpeak no Englifh, nor play any Englifh 
tunes, except Captain Mackintojh and the 
White Cockade, There was fo much na« 

LI tive 



tive fimplicity in her ai:^>earancet and the 
features of ibrrow were fb viiible in her 
countenance^ that no one could behdkl her 
unmoved. She was led in by the waiter, 
dreiied after the Ayle of her country wo« 
men, in a coarfe woollen gown, and a hat 
of black beaver. She had feated herfelf in 
a corner of the room, and by an involun- 
tary motion, I drew my ^ chair clofe to hers. 
A predilection for Welfli mufic, would 
alone have difpofed me to liflen to the harp;^ 
but our blind minftrel, with her untaught 
harmony, called forth all our admiration, 
and attention became the tribute of pity« 
When (he touched the firings, fhe difplay* 
ed all the execution and tafle of the mofl 
refined maften Her mode of fingering waa 
graceful, light, and elegant ; hef c^ences 
inexprefiably fweet. We had never before 
heard fuch tones fix>m the harp ; (he ran 
throu^ all the mazes of Welfh hannony* 
and delighted us with the foQgs of the baida 
^old. She feemed to celebrate the days 
of her forefathers, and fiuicy led me to in- 
terpret the tenor of her melody. It fang 
2 the 



the fell of Lleweliyiit and broke forth in a 
rapid tumultuous nnovement, expreilive of 
the batdes he had fought, and the laurels 
he had won. 

All at once ihe changed the ftrain ; tht 
movement became flow, foft, and melan- 
choly — it was a dirge for the memory of 
the flaughtered bards, the departed poets 
of other times. An air was introduced af- 
tcr a momentaiy paufe, which vibrated upon 
our very heart firings. With trembling 
hands, and in a tone of peculiar melody, 
fhe told us the fad tale of her own diftrefs. 
She fung the bleflings of light, and pour- 
trayed in cadences the fbrrows of the 
blind. 

Without any fupport but her harp, de- 
prived of her fight, friendlefs, and poor, 
fhe had wandered from place to place, de- 
pending entirely upon the charity of flran- 
gers. We were told that fhe contrived to 
obtain a decent livelihood by her talents 
for mofic, nor did we wonder at it, for 

L 1 2 who 
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who can refiife pity to the fu£Ferings of hu* 
inanity^ when the voice of melody breaks 
forth in its behalf. 

The next morning we hired a chaife to 
take us through the Vale of Ryddol» to the 
Devil's Bridge, near the great fall of the 
Monach, the greateft curiofity in all Wales. 
The guide, who conducts Grangers to the 
ipot, is a female, and lives in a mean little 
hut, built entirely of dirt and weeds. It is 
eafily known from other cottages, by its 
diftindlion, in having a tr^e upon the top 
of it, which I believe is growing there to 
this day. I^ coniifts of two apartments, 
in one of which I found a horfe and a cow, 
and the other the whole family of pigs^ 
ducks, dogs, cats, men, women and child- 
ren. The hole by which we entered, 
ierved both as a window and a door, and a 
ihiall opening at the top, fuffered the finoke 
to pafs out. In one corner of this mife- 
rable hovel, fat the jolly damfel who was to 
condud: us to the bridge. She accofted us 
ifx broken Englifh, bisgged we would be 

' feated 
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feated upon the bed, which ferved both as 
a table afid a chair to the whole family, 
and promifed to attend us as foon as fhe 
had fini(hed peeling her turnips. J aflifted 
her in this operation, and we fbon finiihed 
them all, upon which (he dropped a thick 
woollen petticoat, put on her beaver, curtr- 
feyed, and &id fhe was ready to attend us. 

Entering by a fmall gate on the left- 
hand iide of the road, we defcended a fteep 
craggy hill, diveriified with abundance of 
trees, whofe thick foliage was fcarcely to 
be penetrated by the beams of the fun. 
Here, winding through a rich variety of 
thicket and underwood, apparently fre- 
quented but by the mountain goat, we 
fdlowed our buxoni damfel - through brier 
and thorn, imtil we came to the bottom of 
the cafcadct 

It is my earneft wifh to paint the beau- 
ties of this aftonifhing fcene in a ilyle fome- 
what adequate to its fingular and wonder- 
ful appearance; but alas! the attempt, 

futile 
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futile and incfiicacbus, ferves only to con* 
vince nac of my extreme temerity. Con- 
fcious therefore as I niuft feel of my 
inability to delineate its features,! fliall in- 
troduce a fimple outline of the whole 5 at 
the fame time apologizing to the partial 
few, whofe candour has led them thus hr 
in the perufal of my hafty fketches, for my 
fcanty detail. 

It has been a fource of much furprife to 
me, to obfcrve the little notice that travel- 
lers have taken of this place. Moft of 
them have made a point of vifiting the 
bridge, but few, indeed hardly any, have 
paid attention to the catarad. To what 
can this be owing ? to a want of proper 
information, or a defire of avoiding the 
fmall (hare of fatigue which the view of it 
requires. One would hardly attribute it to 
the latter, and indeed the former feems the 
moft probable, as without knowing before- 
hand the wonders of the fpot, they might 
be eafily negleded. It cannot be from a 
miftaken notion, that there is nothing fin- 

gular 
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^kr in this fall of the River Monach, for 
I am confident in aflerting, both from what 
I have feen myfelf, and from v^^hat I have 
gathered from others, that it has not a 
parallel in any part of Great Britain or 
Ireland. It is, however, no glaring ipec- 
tacle, no forced exhibition di/played to the 
garifli eye of a turnpike traveller ; it lies 
embofbmed in the deep recefs of a fccret 
valley, and roars unfeen, unheard, amidft 
the gloom of the furrounding precipices. 

Where each Mf poetic moontain, 

lafpiration breathes around ; 
Every grove, and hallow*d fountain. 

Murmur's deep a folemn found. 

Thofe who refide near the ipot, ac- 
cuftomed to the horrors of the place, by a 
daily talk of vifiting the bridge with ftran- 
gers, gladly pafs over the reft of the job, 
and unkis particularly ordered to point out 
the cafcade, feel happy in having efcaped 
the fatigue of it. 

Since 
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Since my Return from this expeditJoOjr I 
procured Mr. Wyndham's account of his 
tour through Monmouthfhire and Wales; 
I have before taken notice of the difficulj^ 
I had in obtaining it. I had heard of Mr. 
Wyndham's accuracy in the defcripthe^ 
and longed to know what would be his 
fentiments of this fingular icene ; but how 
was I furprifed and diiappointed to find that 
a writer fo admired^ even Mr. Wyndham 
himfelf, had neglected to pourtray the cata«- 
rad: of the Monach. Like others^ he had 
been at the bridge, but apparently inienii* 
ble of any curiofity in its vicinity, con^ 
fines himfelf fi>lely to that objed. Cha- 
grined at this inadvertency in a writer, 
who(fe fbotfteps I had fo often followed, I 
explored the pages of an author,^ not alto- 
gether io refpedable. His account of tUs 
place is truly laughable, but as he himfelf 
£iys, he copied it fi-om fbme journal that 
fell into his hands, and did not vifit the 
bridge himfelf, we cannot wonder th^t it is 

ridiculous. 

* Mr. Gilpin. 
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ridiculous. He fays (for I muft beg leave 
to entertain my reader a few moments with 
this journal, in its piBurefque accoutre- 
inents) he does not clearly underftand the 
nature of the fcenery here, fix)m the account 
given in his journal.* That the plan of it 
is a rocky chafm, over which is thrown an 
arch. Between thefe cheeks, fays he, and 
juft beneath the bridge (only about two 
hundred and fifty feet below it) the river 
Funnacb (a name never given to the rivef* 
Monacb before, fince his Satanic Majefty 
built hib arch over it) fails abruptly down 
the fpace of feveral yards^ and afterwards 
meeting with t)ther iteeps, makes its way, 
after a few of thefe (trijling) interruptions, 
into the Rbyiol (leg. Rbyddol) a little bclow^ 
(For little, read fix hundred and fifty feet ! j 
He then proceeds iojuppofe, that the bridge 
is an int ere fling ohjeSl, and under/lands, that it 
confifts of two arches, one thrown over the 
other; that the under one was built by 
the Devil, and that the common people 

• Vide " Obfermkos rclartivc to fUhff^^ititystf;* lac. 

p. 809 line i8« 
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thought when he built it, be bad fame mif^ 
chief in bis bead! 1 ! 

Here ends a defcription of the DeviTs 
bridge, curtailed and piBurefqueJyed from a 
foundling journal, that accidentally dropped 
into the hands of a Salifbury prebend, who, 
though an original in fketching landfcapes, 
has no objection to tint over the outlines 
of others, when it faves him the trouble 
of forming any of his own* 

But to return from this digreffion. 

We beheld the river Monach in . a bold 
coiivulfive cataradt between the mountains, 
foaming with clamorous fiiry through a 
chafin of the folid rock, and rufhing down 
the fteep abrupt of a prodigious precipice, 
roar in a white furf at our feet and lofe it- 
felf in a vafl bafon below. Enveloped by 
an awful difplay of every thing that can add 
majefty and grandeur to the features of 
nature, the ipedator is lofl in the contenir 

plation 



platioa of this wild aflemblage of inoun-* 
tams^ valliest hills, rockst woods, and water. 

Praefentiorem Sc confpicimus deum 

Per invias nipe% fera per juga, 
Cllvofque pneniptos, fonsntes 
Inter aquas, nemorumque noAem. 

OKAY. 

After having feafled our eyes with the 
view of this headlong torrent, we afcended, 
by our guide's direction, and were intro- 
duced to a iimilar fcene above it. From 
this fecond part we afcended to a third, and 

fo on to a fourth and a fifth ; for this fall of 

• ^ 

the Monach is fb much interrupted and 
broken, that by a near infpeftion, as you 
afcend from the bottom, you are fhevm 
five feparate cafcades ; which, when you re- 
tire to a proper diflance, at a particular point 
of view, appear all united into one fbipen- 
dous cataradt. We were conduifled to this 
^t, which is on an eminence oppofite the 
M, and from whence the effeft of this 
<^cade is more fuperb than can either be 

M m 2 conceived 
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conceived or exprefled. The bare men« 
tion of a river, precipitated from a height 
of four hundred feet» conveys an idea of 
fomething great, of fcxnething unufuaUy 
magnificent. But when to this is added 
the peculiar wildnefs and gigantic features 
of the fcenery which furrounds the fall of 
the Monach, no deicription whatever can 
do it juftice. Soon after its defcent, it runs 
into the Rhyddol, which river alio difphys 
a beautiful cafcade, before its union with 
the Monach. Several brooks and fmaller 
breams are feen falling fix>m the tops of the 
high mountains on all fides, and lofing 
fhemfelves in the valley below. Thus we 
feemed furrounded by water-falls, many of 
which deferved our notice had it not been 
for the fiiU of the Monach which deiervedly 
engrofied our whole attention. 

From the cafcade we proceeded to the 
Devil's Bridge, which has been erected 
over a wonderful chafin worn in the /olid 
rock by the perpetual cataract of the 
Mooach during a feries of ages* 

This 



S V Y H • 9 B If O L A M 0» ' 8cC, it§ 

This is Uterally bridge upon bridge* 
The or%iflal arch is very ancient, and of 
courfe fix>m its great antiquiQr and un« 
common fitoaticxi^ has been attributed b^ 
illiteracy and faperftition, to the agency of 
a ibpernaturai archited:. It is (uppofed 
that it was thrown over the chafm by the 
Monks ibme centuries ago. The upper 
arch has been ereded at the expence of 
the county, as the other had faJkn into 
great decay and was become very danger^ 
ous. It was formed by a centre made 
upon the old one, and when it was com« 
plcted the timber wodk. was removed 
frcm between the two arches, £6 that thft 
original arch ftiU remains^ 

». 

The depth to the water under the bridge, 
is at leaft two hundred and fifty feet, 
while the chaihi gradually expands rtielf 
above the bridge to the height of three hiin« 
dred more. From the downmoft bottom^ 
to the uppermoft fummit of this extmordi* 

nary 



naxy valleyt rifes an exuberant maade' of 
oaks^ afhesy witch ebns» and hazels. Tht 
bridge itfelf is £o cloiely environed with 
their ihades» that neither, one arch nor the 
other can be feen by the traveller without 
his firft making a difficult deicent.* The 
beautiful verdure of the woods rifes to the 
highefl brink of this tremendous chafm, and 
then abruptly flops : All above are moun- 
tains^ bleak and horrid; the . meknchdy 
iiir&ce of which produces only a ran|;i 
coarfe> and mournfiil grafs. 

The intrepid female, who a&ed as our 
guide, conduced me, at the hazard of ay 
life, between the arches which comppfe iks 
bridge. The water had petrified as it M 

fiom 



^ The annexed plate will convey anidea of thbdefcent 
I waa fortunate.coough to obt^ Che original from thepen** 
dl of Henry Spence. £fq. It is allowed by all who have. 
fccn it to be the moft correA view ever taken of the fceneqr. 
tt the Devil's Bridge, at the fame time it difphiys a fped-' 
menpf that fuperior taAe b peculiar to the prodoftioiw tf 
its author. 
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from the upper arch. I gathered fome 
Ipccimens, which hung like icicles ; they 
were from two to three inches in length, 
foft, opake, and flightly tinged with a yel- 
low colour. 

From the furrounding mountains, the 
higheft of which is Plinlimmon, moft of the 
principal rivers in Wales derive their fburce ; 
the Severn, with its tributary ftreams, the 
Wye, the Yftwyth, the Teivy, and many 
others. Mr. Wyndham, in (peaking of the 
fcenery on his approach to the Devil's 
Bridge, is fo peculiarly happy in his mode of 
defcription, that I cannot refift a momen- 
tary propenfity for plagiarifm, and muft 
therefore be excufed if I copy hini 
verbatim. 






We now made (fays he) a ferpentihe 
courfe over the doubtful paths of a long 
'* morafs, while the mountains around us 

* 

" appeared more horrible than any we had 
" fcen before. They were of a greater 
" height and larger extent; while their 

'* tops 



•?• 



tO0K TBSOUa 



TB M 



** tops ended in fb many various and irregok 
'^ lar (hapesy and fonned fb undulating an 
^* horizout that a warm imagination mi^it 
'' almoft conceive the mountains were inn 
** pelled^ and driven on by a fupematurd 
** ftorm^ in inunenfe waves and broken 
" fwells." 



Returning to Aberyftwyth, we had a 
very fine profpcft of the vale of RyddoL 
The river Ryddol winds through it, and 
forms a fcene well worth a traveller's atten- 
tion. We were next condud:cd to the re- 
markable bridge which I have endeavoured 
to give an idea of in the plate annexed. It 
15 called Ponpren or Pont^pren which figni- 
fies a wooden bridge^ or a wooden foot bridge^ 
and is fituated about feven miles fi-om 
Aberyftwyth in the vale of Ryddol, or, as 
the Welfli call it, in Coombe Ryddol. The 
fcenery around it partakes of the feature^ 
of the country. Nature has been io libc^ 
beral of her rocks, woods, and water, tfaff 
in this part of the world they feem to b^ 
concomitant, and one is never found withf- 
out the other. 

SECTION 
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JSECTION THE FIFTH. 



AFTER leaving Abcryftwyth we en- 
tered North Wales^ and it was curious 
to obferve how fiiddenly the features of the 
country aflumed a change. South Wales is 
icrtile^ hilly, and 9^rds many pleaiingland- 
icapes, but it will not admit of a companion 
with the proipeds in the northern dif- 
tri& of the principality. The fcenery there 
becomes unconunpnly grand. The whole 
complexion of North Wales is bold and 
fublime. Vaft mountains rife one above 
the o&er» hiding their awfiil fummits in 

Nn the 
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the clouds. The beauties of South Wales 
are certainly well worthy of attention. 
They confifl of pidurefque landfcapes^ 
caftellate ruins^ and a fine country orna- 
mented with verdure, woods, and agricul- 
ture. But thefe are to be found in other 
countries, and in many parts of England, 
limilar fcenes are eaiily met with. In 
North Wales we meet with a country, fui 
generis^ fingular in its kind, magnificent, 
ilriking, and fuperb. I have never feen 
any thing that can juftly be compared with 
it. There is fomething like it in North- 
America, and Switzerland, often exhibits a 
lefemblance upon a larger fcale. But (Hll 
they have not that extravagant wildnefs, nor 
have they, if I may be allowed (iich 4 li- 
berty of words, the angry grandeur of 
I^orth Wales. 

Leaving C%rdiganfhire we entered Me- 
rioneth, sind pafled through 
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MACHYNLETHft 

Afterwards we dined at a finall fdace called 

MALLWTDD> 

atid could not but admirctheaiha^ing diffet*^ 
ence that a few miles progrefs had made 
in the furrouhding fcenetyi We here be- 
held (tittp feeding in the clouds and hang- 
ing, as it were, all down the fidts of preci- 
pices almoft perpendicular. 

Proceeding forward, we fdw torrents of 
water falling in broken channels fl-om the 
very fummit of the mbuntaihs. The val- 
lied form a beautiful contrail to the r6ft of 
the fcenery, fmlling with cultivation, and 
richly diverfified With wood and water. 
All the way from Mallwydd, until vr6 
came to 

OOLOBLLY, 

we were delighted with thefe ftupendous 
views. We had been for fome time enve- 

N n 2 loped 
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loped in one of thofe impenetrable mifts 
which perpetually veil the tops of the high 
mountains^ when, as we began to defcend 
and the clouds difperfed, we beheld Dol- 
gelly in a rich vale below. It really ap- 
peared like a piece of tranfparent painting. 
The rain had ceafed and as the fun was juft 
breaking through a cloud, we commanded 
the whole town, with its river, bridge, &c. 
On one fide of us the fiamous Cader Idris, 
mentioned by Camden, reared its monilrous 
top high above all the neighbouring moun- 
tains, and hid its dark vifage in the clouds. 
We were told that a gentleman had been 
two fucceeding years at Dolgelly in hopes 
of afcending this mountain in a clear day. 
He had always been difappointed, and I 
believe it rarely condefcends to unveil its 
majeftic brow. We once caught a flight 
view of the top of it from the door of our 
inn, as a cloud pafled by, but they told us 
that the higheft point lay farther behind 
the mountains^ and was not to be feen fnxn 
that place. 

Ade- 
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* A defcendant of Cadwallader entertain- 
ed us in the evening upon the harp ; but 
we could not compliment him upon his 
performance. Perhaps the blind minftrel 
of Aberyftwyth had put us out of conceit 
with all harpers but herfelf. 

At this place they all fpeak Welfli, and 
we found great difficulty in being undef- 
ftood. 

Dolgelly is the capital of the county. It 
is a poor^ dirty^ miferable^ little place, and, 
although it makes fuch a fine appearance 
from the furrounding mountains, contains 
nothing worth a moment's notice within 
itfelf. 

We were furprifed at the beauty of the 
horfes both in North and South Wales. 
You hardly ever meet a butter- wench, or 
the meaneft peafant, without feeing them 
well mounted. And thefe horfes, though 
dearer than they were formely, are ftill re- 
markably cheap. I ihould think a dealer 

would 
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would have good intereft for his money^ 
who could a£^rd to make ft jouttifey ftmong 
the wilds of Wales and puifchafe catde Sx 
At London markets. 

When we left Dolgelly vte pafled by two 
calcades^ which they faid were the fineft in 
North Wales* Our time however Was fo 
prefling that we couM not ftop to vieW 
them. The principal one is the fall of t)oU 
y-Myllin> and it is to be found behind the 
fmall houfe of a widow Vaughan/ about 
five miles from Dolgelly^ by turning to the 
lefty out of the main road to Carnarvon. 
There are a number of other catara^s in 
this neighbourhood^ and whslt makes them 
lingular is^ that they are each of them the 
fall of a feparate river, although two of 
them, c^ which this catarad of Dol-y-> 
Myllin is one, are not live hundred yards 
diftant from one another. None of thefc 
cafcades are equal to the fall of the Mon^h 
at the Devil's Bridge, neverthelefs, the/ 
ought not to be negleded by thofe who 

fol- 
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foUaw this rovte and have leifure to Yifit 
tbem. 

Ffom Dolgelly^ we had z rnqd moun-» 
tainous journey the whole way. The dif- 
ferent profpe.ds hQVfever,. a3f we pafled> am- 
ply repaid U3 iibr the £k>w progrefe. we 
made. We fkw feveral rivers that appear- 
ed one continued caicade. Th^ refemble 
one I mentioned at Ivy- Bridge, in De- 
vonfliire, and although they boaft of that 
river as a great curiofity, and affirm it to be a 
lingular fpedlacle, if they were to make an 
excurfton through Wales, they would find 
that almoft all the rivers in that principa- 
lly, aflttme the fame appearance, and foam 
over their craggy beds frequently with 
moTQ ini^rrupl^, aad in aiftyle of greater 
grandeur, a? theij: cfefcent is generally more 
abicupl and .ye]^ei»en;t. As . inftances of this 
I would mention the Taefie> near the Pont-* 
y-pddd; io: South WaJi^s, the Monach and 
Scyddpl^io CaixSganfhire near Aberyftwyjdb) 
9Rd the beautiful view of the riwer at Pont^ 
al^irgtiyrsly.0,. iaMerumethChiKi. 

After 
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After encountering thfeie wild founts fop 
eighteen miles^ and being alnMft fiitisficd 
with Mps and downs^ we fuddenly entci«d 
upon a moft beautiful valley. 

One cultivated fpot tiiere was, that fpread 

Its4Qow*ry bofom to the noon-day beacBf 
Where many a rofe-bud rears hb bluQung head^ 

And herbs for food with future plenty tean). 

• •••••••••• 

Along this narrow valley you might fee 
The wild goats fporting in the meadow groand. 

And here and there a folitary tree. 
Or mofTy (lone, or rock with woodbine ctowa'd, 

BlATTll; 

I believe all travellers have united in ad- 
miring the exquifite profpeft of the Vale of 
Feftiniog. Whether it is owing to the 
contrail it ofiers to the neighbouring coun^ 
try, or the unufual beauty of its culture, Jl 
am unable to iay. It reminded me of this 
vale of Abbyflinias in Dr. Johnfbn's elegant 
little RQQiance, Surrounded oa all. fides 

3 with 
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with high mountains, adorned with the 
mofl: Hourifhing verdure and happy in its 
difplay of wood and water. I doubt whether 
any fpot in the whote ifland of Great 
Britain will bear a competition with this. 

Here is a homely but descent and well-f 
fiirnifhed inn, well known to all who have 
been this road by the name cf 

TAN-Y-BWLCH, 

where gentlemen frequently pafs fbmc 
months in the /ummej. To thofe who feek 
retired apd romantic fcenes, this valley 
would offer many allurements. Without 
being a prey to the affefted refinement of 
a modern fentimentaltft ^ I could not look back 
%\ the peace and folityde of this enchant- 
ing Ipot, without wifliing to prolong my 
view. If hereafter I may be enabled to 
tread the fequeflp red (hades of this delight- 
fid valley, I fhall rejoice. Acalmnefs dwells 
th^^, which would make an anchorite of 
9 metropolitan J and thofe mofl bigotted to 

Oo fo- 



foclcty, would gladly rcfign the buftle and 
the cares of it to feclude themfelves amidft 
the filence and the ferenity of FefHniogw 

Afcending the rough funimits of theie 
craggy mountains, we once more encoun- 
tered the wilds of Merioneth. With four 
horfes, a light chaife/* little luggage, and 
walking frequently ourfelves to make that 
little lefs, we were three hours in gaining 
feven miles. Thus it may be conceived 
what a country we were in. The toil and 
tardinefs of our progrefe would have been 
infupportablc, had it not been for the pro-* 
Ijpefts around us ; the grandeur of which 
feemed to increafe, in proportion to our pro- 
penfity to murmur. 

« 

At about four o^clock we reached thd 
Yimous 

p6nt-aber-glasslyn^ 

commonly called the DevtTs Bridge. The 
peafants of Wales are as fuperfHtious as the 

Lap- 



Laplanders. They behold this bridge with 
aAoni^htnenty and not being able to con-^ 
ceive the mode of its conftruAion at once 
aicribe it to that ingenious architeA, the 
arth Ap(^at€. Their anceftors they fay 
engaged his &tanic majefly to build for 
them a bridge from die foot k£ one molm'* 
Isin to the other acfbfs a very rapid river% 
He wafi' to have for his labour the firft that 
w^it over it after it was finifhed. They 
contrived, however, to delude him by 
driving a dog over, and they fay this was all 
the wages he had for his ingenuity. This 
as the ftory they give of the bridge, which 
diey implicitly believe to be true. The 
Ijridge confifts of a fingle arch of no very 
great magnitude and nothing equal to the 
Pont-y-prtdd in its conftrudion. Contigu- 
ous to it is a falmon^eap made by a fall of 
water. Here the fifh make continuitUy ef- 
forts to leap above the fall, and nets being 
placed,^ they are caught in the attempt. 



The 



^ Vide the piste annexed. 
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The fccnery about this fpot is beyond 
idefcription magnificent. The river comes 
da(hing over huge rocks to the waterfall^ 
where it foams down, and rufhes impetu* 
oufly under the bridge. It flows between 
two immenfe mountains of iblid roclc^ whoft 
rugged bofbms are thinly mantled with a 
fcanty covering of promifcuous verdure* 
They rife on each fide to the height of four 
hundred feet iand the (beep are feen indiA 
tindly feeding upon die projecting mailes 
of ftone, as if they had been placed there by 
a whirlwind. I could form no idea of apy 
poffible method by which they could aicend 
the fides of thefe prodigious precipices 
One in particular I obferved with afl6niih'- 
ment feeding in an atmofphere fo perfe^y 
removed from the vulgar walks of mortality, 
that I fuppofe the fanie fpot will witnefs its 
birth and exit. It reminded me of the 
goat, mentioned by Gray, which, he fays^ 
danced and icratched an ear with its hind 
foot, in a place where he would not have 
ilood fteck-fHU 

For all beneadi the moon. 

-Eroia. 



. ..From the 4^wl's bridge we proceeded 
through . 

BSTHGEI/BTf 

a 

to the ibot of snowdon. 

Its venerable fummit was hid in the 
clouds^ or, as the common people there 
(ky, its nightcap was on^ We were greatly 
.in hopes it would unveil its majeftic top 
during the time we ftaid here, but all our 
wiihes were fruilrated, and like many 
pthers, we were forced to behold him in 
his nigbt^cap. As we approached this 
qiountain, the £ght of it had not the ef&<^ 
,we expected* For my part, of feveral 
neighbouring mountains, I fhould have 
ieled:ed many before this> if I had been 
le^ to guefs which was Snowdon. The 
.truth is, there are particular points of view 
lirom which Snowdon appears to great 
advantage ; but if you are very near him, 
. or in a difadvantageous fituation for vje w.*. 
ing him, he by no means wears the ma- 
jeftic 



• • 



* 
« 
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jeitic deportment of the kiog of mouo* 
tains. 

As I had ^not the good fortune to enjoy 
the profped from his funmsit, I ihall copy 
the defcription of it from an author,* per^ 
fe£tly unknown to me, but one that I be- 
lieve to be a faithful and judicious writer, 
iince he is the fame that I find quoted by the 
authors of the old tour through Great 
Britain, who were, when they vifited Snow- 
don, in the fame predicament widi myielf* 

•^ I pafled my evening,'' (fays my au- 
thor) " at a very good inn at Carnarvon ; 
and having procured an intelligent guide, 
returned early the next morning, through 
Bettus, to the foot of Snowdon. Having 
left my horfes at a fmall hut, and hired a 
mountaineer to carry fbme cordials and 
provifions, with a fpiked ftick, but impru- 
dently without nails in my fhoes, about 
ten o'clock I began to afcend the moun-* 
tain. The two firfl miles were rather 

boggy 

* Ciadoclc*s accouiit of fome of the mod romantic parts 
of North Wales, publiflicd in 1 777. 
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boggy and diiagreeable ; but when the 
profpeA opened, I fbon forgot all difficult 
ties. In the courfe of the two laft, I paffed 
by fix precipices, which I believe were 
very formidable i but as I was near the 
brink, and the wind very high, I did not 
venture to examine them too narrowly. 
On the fummit, which is a plain about 
fix yards in circumference, the air was 
perfectly mild and ferene, and I could with 
pkafure contemplate the amazing map 
that was unfolded to my view. From 
hence may be diftinftly fcen Wiekhw hills 
in Irdani^ the IJk ef Man^ Cumberland^ 
Lancajhire^ Bbropjhirt, and part of Scotland j 
all the counties of North Wales ^ the IJle of 
" Anglefea ; rivers, plains, woods, rocks and 
mountains, fix and twenty lakes, and two 
fcas.'' • 

•* It is doubted whether there is ano* 
ther circular profped fo cxtenfive in any 
part of the terraqueous globe. Who could 
take fuch a furvcy, without perceiving his 
fpirits elevated in fome proportion to the 
])eight ? Who could behold fo beautiful ji 

3 . . — diifplay 
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diiplay of ^ature^ without wonder and 
ecAacy ? Who but muft feel, even a degree 
of pride, at having gained an eminence, 
from which he could with eafe overlook 
the neft of the eagle^ and 'the ntft of the 

hawk r * 

'^ But as the level walks of life arc 
beft fuited to the generality of mankind, it 
became neceffary to confider, that this was 
no fpot, where I could probably make any 
laiting abode, and that the return would be 
attended with at lead as much difficult 
jis the afcent. Having defcended a mile 
or two, I did not think it amifs to enquire 
about an exhaufted mine that I iaw at a 
diftance ; and I could make this enquiry with 
the better grace, as the guides had hither* 
to wondered at my prowefs. The mine, I 
was informed, was only copper, and happy 
was it for the Weljh^ that their mines did 
not con£ft of choicer metals. Had they 
been curfed with either gold or filver, 
foreign nations, long iince^ in the name of 

the 
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t^ God of peace» and^ under pretence of 
teaching diem an immaculate religion^^ 
l)ad laid wafte their countiy and murdered 
l^ iohabitants/' 

The reft of our journey to 

CARNARVON 



afforded nothing remarkable. The moun« 
tain fcene began fenfibly to diminifh, and 
the features of nature to aflume their more 
accuftomed lineage. It was dark before 
we reached the town^ which deprived us of 
an opportunity of beholding the approach 
to it. When we arrived at the Boot Inn> 
we had the comfortable affiirance, that the 
houfe was full, and that there was not 
room for us at any inn in the town. I 

P p enquired 

* The Spamards made the gofpel an excufe for all the 
barbarities which they committed intheconqueft of Pmt; 
and when they plundered the rich mines of Potofi, they fre* 
4|uently (fays Las Cafas) ereOed gibbets ail over the 
oountryt and hung up twelve poor wretches at a timef in 
honour of the twelve apoIUcSr 



enquired the caufe of all this compaiqTir *" 
and afked if Carnarvon \vzs in general iiy 
filled with ftrangers. The good woman cfi 
the houfe waddled to the fide of the chailcv- 
and told us, that for twelve months (he had 
not had a bed empty. This we found, upint 
enquiry, to be no fubjedt of wonder, for if 
we had happened to have been the firft in 
application, the next that came would have 
found the houfe full. With fome difficidw 
ty we procured beds at a very clean hoole 
in the town, and paid mod extravagantly 
for them. 

In the morning we vifited the caftle o^ 
Carnarvon, ^Yhich, for elegance of ftrufture^ 
convenience in its mode of architedhirey 
a:nd for the degree of perfection in which 
it flill remains, exceeds any thing of the 
kind in England or Wales. It was here' 
that Edward the Firft fent his queen to be 
delivered, when the Welfh requefted of 
him that a Prince of Wales might be bom 
atmongft them. The walls of the cham-- 
l)er9 in which Edwafd the Second was born; 



^A 
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arc ftill entire. They are now to be fccn 
in the eagle tower. Even the leaden pipes 
for ferving water, the ftaircafe, and many 
apartments, are ftill in a ftate of preferva- 
tion. From the top of the eagle tower you 
command a fine profpeifl of Carnarvon, 
the Ifle of Anglefea, the Menai, Holyhead, 
&c. &c. We obferved a curious fpecies 
of copper ore in the court of the caftle. 
It was the property of a private gentle- 
man, and was brought there to be fhipped 
off. It came from the mountains, where 
it is found in great quantities. I myfclf 
found a large piece of rich ore, lying in the 
road nearthe Pont-aber-Glalllyn, and look- 
•-ing around me difcovered the entrance of ^ 
mine, with all the appearance of copper 
works in the fide of the mountain, 

ft 

from Carnarvon we went to 

BANGOR, 

£tuated under a hill on the banks of the 
Menai. It is a popr ill looking little 

P z place. 
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place, and is noted only for its antiquity. 
The cathedral church is mean, old, and 
delpicable. From hence we went to 

BANGOR F^RRY, 

where there is a remarkably good inn, a 
circumftance of fome importance to tra- 
vellers, who have been long combating 
with Welfli accommodations. Here we 
croiTed the Menai, and entered the Ifle of 
Anglefea, proceeding that night as far as 

6 w I N D u, 

where we flept in great cleanlinefs and 
comfort. The profpefts in the Ifle of 
Anglefeat are in general of the barren kind. 
There is a great deal of rich land in the 
ifland ; but, thoie who pafs through it, would 
think that the whole country afforded no 
fymptoms of fertility. 

The next morning we vifited the amazing 
copper works in the 

? PARIS 
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PARIS MOUNTAIN, 

a place that deiervedly attracts the wonder 
and admiration of every body, and fre« 
quently draws people from London, mere<- 
ly to fee thefe works alone. 

It appears like a vaft quarry dug in the 
mountain. It is totally unlike the ufual 
appearance of copper mines, and ieems to 
reiemble them only in affording ore. In- 
ilead of finding a narrow vein of copper, 
the traveller is here prefentcd with one 
vaft rock of ore. They feparate it from 
the quarry with gunpowder, a procefs 
attended with fome degree of danger to 
the miners, who fi-equently receive da- 
mage from the fragments that fly about. 
Whenever they fet fire to their train, they 
ihout to their companions, as a fignal for 
them to keep off. The agent of the works 
placed us in a fituation which he thought 
fecure, but after the explofion a great 
dea] of the ihattered fragments came tumb- 
ling 
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ling about our cars. It is conveyed either 
in carts, or by buckets, to the furfece, and 
rifes moft beautifully rich in its appearance ; 
although, I believe, its value is not efti- 
mated by its beauty. After the ore is 
dug, the firft procefs here is to calcine it 
in a furnace, by which means the fulphur 
is expelled, and they can afterwards fepa- 
rate the wafte from the pure ore, making 
thus a great faving in the carriage of it to 
the different fmelting houfes. Nor is this 
the only advantage which they derive from 
the calcination of the ore : when fire is ap- 
plied to it in the furnace, it begins to bum, 
and will continue in that ftate from fix to 
feven, eight, and nine months. During all 
this time, vaft quantities of fulphur exhale 
from the ore. This is conveyed in vapour 
through condudlors to a large oblong re- 
ceiver with a concave roof, where, be- 
coming condenfed, it adheres to the fides 
of the receiver, or falls in a fine powder to 
the bottom. This is what the chexnifts 
cdXlfublimationj and that which is obtained 
in this operation from the ore, they call 

flowers 
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flowers of fulphur. It is then melted 
in a large copper, and poured oifF into 
moulds, when it becomes ftone brimflone- 
Such vaft quantities of fulphur are co^tain-^ 
cd in the ore dug here, that more brimftone 
is made from the works of this company, 
than is neceflary for the confumption of 
England. 

Being almoft ftifled with the fulphureous 
air of the Paris Mountain, we were obliged 
to leave it, ' and brought with us feveral 
fpecimens of this beautiful copper, which, 
from its colour, is called the peacock ore ; 
but there is one circumftance I have omit- 
ted to mention, and which I think the. 
greateft curiofity of the Paris Mountain. A 
natural fpring of water flows from the bed 
of ore^ fo impregnated with copper, that it 
will difcharge it upon the fmalleft approach 
of iron. It is conveyed from the pumps 
through wooden troughs, and we perceiv- 
ed a thin coat of copper incrufting even 
the heads of the nails that it flowed over« 
There is alfo a large quantity of water 

brought 
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brought fh>m the quarry^ which is much 
more ftrongly impregnated with copper^ 
and which aiTumes a beautiful green co- 
lour. This they convey with care to feve- 
' ral large cifterns, formed for the purpofe, 
which are firft filled with plates of caft 
iron« 

The infknt the iron comes in contact 

with the water, the copper is precipitated. 

For the acid in the water, which before 

dilTolved the copper, now preferring the 

iron, difcharges the copper and diiTolvea 

the iron. Thus the iron takes the place 

ef the copper as faft as the former diffolves 

and the latter precipitates. And it is this 

phenomenon which has led many into 

numberlefs errors with regard to the 

tranfmutation of metals. Finding that the 

iron vanifhed and copper .appeared, they 

inferred that the iron was changed into 

copper, whereas il is merely a change of 

place, the iron afluming the fituation of 

the copper, and refigning its own to that 

metaL 

The 
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The truth of this may eaiily be per- 
ceivedy by applying the PruJJian alkali to 
the water that has difcharged its copper^ 
when a precipitation of iron will inftantly 
take place. 

A great quantity of copper is thus 
gained from the water in the mine, which 
is by much the richeft and moft valuable 
of any they have. 

This amazing refource for copper was 
difcovered by a poor woman digging peat. 
She found ibmething more than common 
in the appearance of the earth, and com- 
municated the intelligence to her hufband. 
The news foon fpread ; it proved to be an 
almoft inexhauftible bed of ore. We na- 
turally enquired what reward the poor fa- 
mily had, that firft brought fuch a fund of 
riches to the ifland. They all affured us, 
that no reward was ever given. An En- 
glishman can hardly credit this, efpecially 
when he is told, that one noble Earl alone 

Q^q derives 
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derives an income of thirty thoufimd poonda 
yearly from thefe w<H*ks. 

When we had finiflied our dinner at 
Gwindu, and purified ourfelves from the 
firong effluvia which adhered to all our 
cloaths after our return 6t)m the copper 
Works^ we proceeded to 

HOLYHEAD. 

This place is fituated in a peninfok, at 
the weftem extremity of the ifland» and 
Confifb of a few ftraggling houfes, ereAed 
for the accommodation of peiibns bound 
to or from Ireland. The principfd irni 
here is very large^ and of late has been 
rendered famous in providing (linking 
meat for thofc paffengers, who do not in- 
fpeft their baiket of proyifions b^re they 
^0 on board. • We were of this number* 
and found ourfelves encumbered with a coir 
lation which was haftening full (peed to 
|)utrefk£tion. 



Af 
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At eleven o'clock in the evening we kft 
kiolyhead, with a fair wind, in a clean com- 
Ibrtable veflel of one hundred tons. Our 
paflengers were few» and the conver&tio^^ 
AS uibal, turned ufx>n the horrors of a fea*; 
ficknefi. Every one was apprehenfive for 
faimielf> and being told by the captain that 
nothing conduced more to the evil we 
dreaded than talking about it, we took hb 
advice, and went to bed. In about half an 
hour the wind changed, and blew diredly 
m our teeth. It continued in this quarter 
until fiin rife, when it becanfie a dead calmi 
Of all the di^reeaUe fituations at iea» f 
think a caloi the moil intolerable^ There 
it fiich a degree of infipidity in its appear-* 
ance*: the Water, like one vaft mirror^ 
finooth and gla^ i the canvafs all hang- 
ing iiipine ; every one fick, impatient, and 
miierable! the complexion of a ftorm con- 
tainsibmfethbg awfiil, grand, and interefting $ 
the attention is awakened, And the mind 
alarmed : but in a calm I know no (ingle 
feature of beauty i all is dulnefs and dtfap*: 
pointmenti 

.Qjl a lii 
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In the midft of this defponding fitoa-' 
tion, while the heat of the fun drove 
me frooi the deck, and the fickly rol- 
ling of the (hip from the cabin, aa old 
gentleman, one of our companions, addrcffed 
us from the helm, and kindly endeavoured 
to promote a converfation. His firft topic 
was political ; he confuted the opinions o£ 
an Irifh paffenger, refpeaing the venality of 
our parliamentary reprefentetives. The 
Irifliman abufcd both our government and 
laws, our conftitution and privileges^ and 
contended againft the unequal diiliibtxtioQ 
of property over the whole face of the earth. 
His venerable antagonifl calmly liilened to 
all his arguments, and with uncommon 
ingenuity pointed out their fallacy : ** The 
degrees of rank, and the fuperiority arifing 
from poffeffion (he faid) were effentially 
neceffary to the prolperity of a flate. In- 
dividuals indeed might be fubjedted to in- 
convenience, but private intereft muil al* 
ways give way to the more important con- 
fideration of public good/' Indifcuiling 

5 the 
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the advantages that would arife in new mo* 
delling the fyftem of our government, the 
Irifiiman had recourfe to the modem yet 
hackneyed inftance of the French Revolu- 
tion. Here the old gentleman interrupted 
him abruptly i he had fought under the 
kings of England, and his eyes gliftened as 
he delivered an eulogiuih upon our happy 
conftitution : " Inafmuch (faid he) as expe- 
rience is preferable to theory, our prefent 
legiilation is fuperior to a new one. For 
upwards of one hundred years the govern?^ 
ment of Britain has flouriihed, crowned with 
increafe of glory, intereft, and happinefs : 
and when fuccefs continues to attend the 
conftitution of a country, it betrays a great 
degree of temerity to attempt the formation 
of a new one." Finding that he had worft- 
ed his opponent, our entertaining compa- 
nion changed the fubjedt, and entering into 
a more general converiation, beguiled the 
hours with a profufion of anecdote, wit, 
and humour. He had travelled almoft all 
over the globe 2 had vifited all the courts of 

Europe ; 



Europe ; knew every things and eveiy body^ 
and like a true citizen of the world bar* 
boured neither national prejudice nor party 
opinion ; Tkros ^yriufoe tnibi nuUo MfirU 
mine bahetur was his nu)ttQ» and bavii^ 
itiigned a lucratWe ftaticKx under govcfo-- 
ment of three thoufand per ann. he retired 
to Uv^e independent and at ealb fer the re- 
mainder of his dayai like the ftiftiimte 
adventurer of SantiUane> exalting in golden 
letters over his door the wife and welU 
l^nown fentiment ; 

lovcaiportum: Sp«elFertuna»vakt&! 
Satmeluiiftis; luditeawctUos. 

Towards evening a breeze fprung up' ; but 
it foon diminiibcd, and we were again be- 
calmed. I then went to bed, and, when I 
awoke in the morning, heard the pleajGng 
intelligence that we were entering the bay 
of Dublin. Excepting that of Naples, there 
is not in the world a bay of fo much beauty* 
All along the ihore, and extending into th< 

country. 
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coontry^ gentlemen's ieats^ villages^ gar dens, 
&c. &c. form a delightful pi£hire. As you 
enter the bay, the Hill of Howth, the city 
of Dublin, the town of Black Rock, Clin- 
dorf, and Dunleary, a number of white edi- 
fices ere£ted along the Oiore and upon the 
mountauis, well cultivated fields, and rifing 
grounds, fi)rm one of the moft enchanting 
profpeds in Europe. 

The tide would not ferve to convey 
us to Dublin ; therefore we were content 
to take a boat, and land at 

DUNLSARY. 

Here we were inflantly furrounded with 
cuflom-houfe officers, vociferous boatmen, 
noify porters, with a jargon of Welfti, 
Scotch, and Irifli harpies, all fwearing to- 
gether, and firiving who fhould cheat us 
mofl. We hurried from them as foon as 
we could, and, mounting one of the Irifh 

cars. 
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cars, were conveyed in a fhort time to Sheri- 
dan's hoteU in 



DUBLIN. 

Ill our way we pafled through the town of 

BLACK ROCKj 

a Summer retreat and bathing place, about 
four miles firom Dublin. Here we (aw the 
houfe of the late Duke of Rutland, whom 
the Irifli ftill ipeak of with adoration. 

The firil tlnng that ftruck us upon enter* 
ing Dublin, was the lingular appearance of 
the women, who are all without either hat 
or bonnet to their head. Even many of 
genteel appearance parade the (beets in this 
manner, and it is as remarkable to fee 
a woman in Dublin with a hat on as to 
fee one in London with her head uncQ*^ 
vered. 



At 
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At our hotd v^6 conceived a veiy defpicable' 
opinion of Irifli cleanlinefs. Obr waiter 
had got the itch; his deputy wa^ Ibufy,- an<f 
the rooms^ were datrk and dirty. Upon this^' 
we changed our ftatlon^ and-niovcfd to Har- 
ris's Jiotcli in Cope S triedt. Tliis i^ efteem^ 
ed the firft lodging hbufe inDublihi aridjrct 
we- had not liiended thd matter. It Was ^ 
only jumping out of the frying pan into the 
fif6; for it is iinpofliblc td do jiiftice to the 
ekquifite filthinefs of this place.- Evcrjr 
thitlg was find' and dirty. Oiir- bcds^ had' 
AnopieS aiid j^uines. With counterparics and- 
fliefels of a mbfl: fable hud. I afkcd them' 
if they- h«i- applied- tb'govehime'nt'? T^he^ 
waiters ftared^ "Do for GodVf^kfe^ ahd^* 
the lore of'yotir coiintr/ (faid^I) ^i ^ 
patent for havihg difcoverCd- hoW^miich- 
fiithit is poflible to comfprize in a giveh- 
compafi/' We {ban found' that' thi^ ap* 
peararice was not- confined 'to hotfels alone. 
The taverns were the fam6. The flreets^ 
ar6 filled with wretchfediiefs • and grandeuri 
idlenefs and extravagance. It 'is not the- 
habit of a few ; it is the charadteriftic of the 

R r nation. 
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nation: A popular concern, to unite at 
once every fpecies of diilipation, filthincfs, 
and extortion. It ftruck us the more for- 
cibly, as we found all this where we leaft 
expeded it ; we came prejudiced in hvout 
of the Irifh, longed to be amongft ' them, 
and had looked forward with regret to that 
period which was deftined for our return. 

At dinner the waiter had cut his thumb, 
and moil profufely embroidered my plate 
with the fanguinary ftream that i/Tued from 
the wound. I defired him to change 
it ; upon which he pulled out a dirty rag, 
that had once aiTumed the appearance of an 
handkerchief, and with a nimble twirl of 
his hand' began to wipe away the traces of 
his blood. It would not do— the handker*- 
chief made bad worfe i however he prefent- 
ed the plate to me again with a profound 
bow, at the fame time muttering an apology. 
This was too much ; I hurried away, fay- 
ing, as I left the door, " They order this 
matter better in London !'* 

The 
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The next day, Sunday, we vifited St. 
Patrick's. This cathedral is of great an- 
tiquity. It was opened and fhewn to us 
by an old fervant of Dean Swift's. The 
name of that great maii brought us to fee it, 
and it was no fmall gratification to us to 
meet one that had fcrved under him for fome 
years. This man's name was Richard 
Brenan; he had certificates in his pocket 
book, figned by refpeflable people, to prove 
the validity of his having been the fervant 
of Swift. He told us many anecdotes of 
the Dean that we had never heard before, and 
faid, that till within thefe few years Ijc had 
retained fome of his hair, which he had ta-? 
ken from him before his burial, but that 
the application of the curious had fucceeded 
in depriving him of this laft memento of 
his mafter. In the fouth aifle is the fimple 
monument and buft eredted over him. His 
old fervant pointed to the very fpot where 
he lay. This was fufficiently vifible, for 
after his interment the ftones were laid down 
in a hafty manner without mortar, and re- 
main fo to this day. Near his grave lye 

Hr? thp 
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tbe remains of Mrs. Johnibn, better known 
to the world by the name of Stella. He 
was buried near her, and his fervant affured 
us thathe was married to her, but that family 
reafons made him always keep it a fecret. 
£xcepti|ig the monuments of Dean Swift 
and Stella, there is nothing worth notice in 
S%. Patrick's. 

« 

The next day wc went in a poft chaife 
to the 

A R G L E« 

Thisipot is fituated among the moun« 
t^ins of Wicklow, about fifteen miles from 
Dublin, and is worth feeing. The fccnery 
confifts of rocks, hanging woods, and a beau-» 
^ful river. It is truly a romantic place, 
although not equal to the fcenes of a fimi- 
Isir nature in North Wales. They fhewed 
US here the Lover's Leap, an enornaous 
rock, which prpjedls forward on the fide of 
the river in the form of a caftle. It is 
bold, lofty, and terrible, from its great 

'height 
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height overhaoging the woods and the ri-^ 
ver. On the oppofite fide jou command 
the fummit of a mountain^ called the fugar 
loaf, which rifes in a naked point to the 
clouds. The tradition concerning this place 
i$ of great antiquity. They tell you that a 
younjc l^dy, who had been refufcd in mar- 
riage, brought the obje<a: of her love to the 
point of this ftupendous rock, and offered 
him the alternative of marrying her or fee- 
ing her precipitate herfelf to the bottom. 
The gentleman was inflexible to her en- 
treaties, upon which fhe gave a fpring, and 
was dafhed to atoms amiong the rocks be- 
low. From that time it received the ap- 
pellation of the Lover's Leap. 

From this tragical fpot we proceeded four 
piiles farther to Lord PowerfcoUrt's park, 
to fee the celebrated cafeade. We had 
heard much of this waterfall, and when great 
expectations are formed, they generally end 
in difappointment. This was the cafe with 
us ; we were unfortunate as to the feafbn of 
our vifit. There was very little water 

ta 
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to adorn the cafc^e, and^ as I hinted once 
before, (fince water is a neceffary article in 
the formation of a cafcade) thoie, that de-* 
pend in great meafure upon the chance of 
floods, ought not be feen but in rainy wea^ 
ther. For my part, I am not very defirous 
of feeing fuch temporary cafcades at all : 
they are rather the offspring of caprice than 
a regular feature in the viiage of nature ; 
it is ncceffary to be wet to the fkin in 
order to fee them to perfection ; and when 
in their highcft ftate of beauty they re- 
femble more a water fpout than the head- 
long torrent of a regular cafcade. One had 
much better vifit the artificial difplay in 
tin-work, which draws fuch an affemblagc 
of virtuofbs to the gardens of Vauxhall. 

flut to give a more particular defcriptioh 
of this cafcade. 

It iffues from a hole in the top of 
an immenfe rock, and falls from a height 
of near three hundred feet. So vaft a 
dcfcent, one would fuppofe, might furnifli 
a fpcdlacle unufually fuperb. And yet it 
3 had 
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had an air of infignificance, when compared 
with other fcencs of a fimilarnature. There 
was fomething of a trickling and droppings 
more fefembling the fall of water over the 
tiles of a houfe> than the ruihing of a* 
cataradl« 

I am well aware that I have not done juf«- 
tice to this fafhionable refort of the Sunday 
heaus of Dublin. But having feen the vaft 
fall of the MoNACH, in Wales, I could not 
admire a fceine fo much inferior. There was 
nothing of the 



'* Ruin vafty and dread difmay** 



that 



<* Mark the clam*rous cataraA's way." 



We foon left Lord Powerfcourt's park, and 
went to the village of 

L OC K L I N, 

where we paid an extravagant price for a 

dinner 
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dinner that wc coiiU not eat> and seturncd 
weaiy and diiappointed to. Dublin. 

I 

The ftrects and airenaes to; this city im* 
crowded with die moib miferabte objedSr 
whofe importunate clamours for charity aie^ 
troubleibme in the highefl degree. In the 
environs we ikw. numbers of dirtyj wretches, 
whofe fole employment feemed to coniiArin 
divefHng. each other of filth andi vermin. 
If you enter a fruit (hop or tavern, a 
crowd'ofthofepoorcisatures infeft'thexldaG^ 
through which you muft prefs your way,, 
and deem yourfelf fortunate if you efcape 
the detached parties of vermin which; vtran- 
dering from the republic of their hair, 
hang upon all parts of their body. 

We next vifited 

■ 

TRINITY COLLEGE. 

This is a very fine building ; it has three 
quadrangles, the firft of which is of Port- 
land flone. The hall is large, and the 

chapel 
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chapel very plain. The library is a fp^- 

cious lofty rcx)m, adorned with pillars of 

Irifli oak, and well furnifhed with books. 

But what chiefly attracts the notice of ftran- 
I 

gerSy is the mufeum and the wax- work at 
the anatomical fchools. The mufeum is 
in its infant flate, and yet appears com- 
pletely filled with a very valuable collec- 
tion of ancient and modern curiofities. Of 
the antiquities the greatefl part have been 
dug up or found in different parts of Ire- 
land. Here are fbme pillars from the 
giants caufeway, and a curious model of 
that wonder of nature, carved in wood. 
Among the petrifactions is one of a tallow 
candle found in a ditch, which, with its 
cotton wick, appears completely changed 
to ilone. Here are alfo a variety of 
Indian curiofities, fpecimens of ore, peb- 
bles, lava, fpar, fhells, and fbme beauti- 
ful birds. The wax work is indeed a 
curious fpedlacle. It exhibits, in a manner 
peculiarly flriking, the figures of females, 
in every flate of pregnancy. They are 
done upon real fkeletons, and are the la- 

S s hours 
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bours of almoft the whole life of an inge- 
xuous French artift, named Denoue. This 
uncommon monument of genius is executed 
in fuch a n^anner^ as to afibrd rather a dif-* 
gufting, than a pleafing ipedtacle i never* 
thelefs, I was examining it with great 
attention^ when a buftle at the door inter-* 
rupted me ; and I obferved the perfcMi, who 
had the care of the exhibition^ leave the 
room and whifper in great hafte to feme 
people without. Upon his return, I aflced 
him what was the matter, '* Oh, nothing 
fir, faid he, but ibme ladies who are very 
impatient to get in : the wonaen are al- 
ways longer here than any body." ** Do 
the ladies, faid I, vifit this place ?" ** Every 
day, fir!*' '* I am fure then I will not 
prevent them," fo taking my hat, I 
left the room, and found a party waiting 
very impatiently without, among whom 
were fbme beautiful women; who, with the 
greateft compofiwe, locked themfelves in, 
to enjoy the curious fpedlacle at their lei- 
^c* Near the college are the 

HOUSES 
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HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT. 

They exhibit rather a heavy appearance^ 
although there is an air of grandeur in the 
architedhire. The Houfe of Commons is 
a very neat room, and well adapted for 
fpeakers. There is a commodious circular 
gallery for fpedtators, far fuperior to our 
EngliHi accommodation for the fame pur-- 
pofe.* The houfe of Lords is not remark- 
able, either for beauty or elegance. Its 
fole ornaments are old tapeftry and crimfon 
feats. Every thing is here cohflru6ted for 
the convenience of the members of parlia^ 
ment. There are no lefs than eighty-four 
apartments, befides kitchens, larders, eel- 
lers, &c. beneath the fame roof. 

The next public edifice wc vifited, w^s 
the 

/BARRACKS. 

This is a noble and ufeful ftruAure. It 
confifts of one quadrangle and three courts, 

S s 2 having 

* This ^ifice was defiroyed by fire, fooo after the author 
left Ireland. 
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having each three wings, and calculated for 
the accommodation of fix thoufand fbldiers. 
At the time we arrived, a detachment from 
each regiment was drawing up in the grand 
parade, to fire a falute to the Prince of 
Wales. It happened to be the day on 
which his Royal Highnefs entered his 
thirtieth year, a circumfbince we were not 
acquainted with before, and a very fortunate 
one for us, as we were witnefs to a very 
pleafing fpeftacle. The cerenx)ny of the 
falute began as follows: the great guns 
were fired firfl by the artillery from the 
battery in the park. They were anfwered 
by a general difcharge from the barracks. 
This was followed by a roll from the drums, 
and the whole band flruck up vrith *^ God 
feve the King." The artillery fired again ; 
the barracks returned it, and in the inter- 
vals the mufic played as before. The 
efieft was beyond every thing pleafing. It 
warmed our hearts, and fi>rced fome drops 
of genuine patriotifm into my eyes. I felt 
as if I had never loved my country with 
more ardent affection. I was among a 

foreign 
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foreign nation, and I heard the &outs of my 
countrjnnen with rapture. When they had 
iinifhed the falute, the commanding officer 
waved his hat in the air> as a fignal for 
three cheers, calling aloud, ** Huzza :" 
The fbldiers obeyed him to the utmofl: 
ilretch of their lungs, and catching the 
univerfal zeal, I threw .my hat in the air, 
and bawled as loud as the beft of them. 
The fhouts being ended, at an inftant, as if 
by a fignal, all the bells in Dublin ffanck 
up a peal. The foldiers difperfed, and I 
returned home meditating upon the blef- 
fings of old England. 

The glafs manu&6tory is carried to great 
perfection in Dublin. They vie with Lon- 
don in the beauty of their work, and fell 'it 
at a much cheaper rate. 

Books alio are purchafed here at a trifling 
expence. They reprint all the London 
publications, reducing them both in fize 
and price. In the evening there are feve- 
ral audtions open, at one of which I faw 

the 
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the Englifli edition of Brace's travels fold 
for twenty (hillings. Had they been worth 
more than the value of the paper, I could 
have purchafod them eafily. But as this 
voluminous work does not deforve the ex- 
pence of binding, I did not chufe to be in- 
cumbered with fuch a profiiiioa of fklfe- 
hood and abfurdity. 

Finding it abfolutely neceifary to change 
our abode once more, we left Harris's hole, 
and engaged for a week's lodging at the 
Munfter in Cope- Street. I could hardly 
believe that our landlord here was an Irifli« 
man, from the accommodation he gave us« 
We had no longer reafon to complain of 
our ill fortune ; every thing was as clean 
and as comfortable as the mofl fcrapulous 
nicety could require. Happy in being 
fettled to our fatisfa&ion, we were indiffer- 
ent as to the length of time it might take 
us to fee the reft of Dublin, and were glad 
to find that there was at leaft one houfe of 
decent and refpedable accommodation in 
the whole city. In our various rambles^ 

we 
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we pafled through Sackville-Street> which 
has not its parallel fi>r beauty in all London* 
It is by far the fincft ftreet I ever faw, of 
great length, exceedingly broad, and hand- 
ibmely built. On a Sunday evening here is 
a promenade, and we found it fo crowded, 
that on one fide there was hardly room to 
move. St. Stephen's Green is the chief 
refbrt for beauty in an evening. This is a 
noble fquare, and much larger than any 
one in London, even that of Lincoln*s-Inn. 
The area of it confiAs of a great field, 
furrounded on all fides by trees, under whicK 
there arc gravel walks^. with feats like thofe 
on the mall in St. James's Park. In the 
center of the fquare is an equeffarian ftatuc 
of King William, erefted one hundred 
years ago. The other public edifices in 
Dublin are 

THE FOUNDLING HOSPITAL, 

open to the whole world. Orphans of any 
country, and of every denomination, are ad*- 
mitted and provided for here. They are 

put 
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put out to nurfe till they are four years old, 
and the nurfes at this time in the hofpital 
are not lefi than three thouiand : 

THE BLUE COAT 9CHOOL^ 

an academy for the inftrudtion of citizens 
ions: 

THE HOUSE OP INDUSTRY, 

THE NEW PRISON, 

THE ROTUNDA, 

which is annexed to the 

LYING-INN-HOSPITAL. 

This was ereded and endowed at the 
cxpence of Mr. Mofs, furgeon and man- 
midwife, who began this humane edifice at 
a time when his finances did not exceed 
feven hundred pounds, and perfifted, in 
fpite of poverty itfelf, until he had com- 
3 pleted 
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pleted it. The rotunda was built by the 
lame perfon; the profits arifing from 
which are appropriated to the fupport of 
the above-mentioned hofpitaL It is upon 
the fame plan as Ranehgh in London, but is 
merely an epitome of that elegant ftru£ture : 

THE ROYAL HOSPITAL, 

a mnmficent efhiblifhment for the relief of 
fhperannuated fQldiers : 

TdE LUNATIC HOSPITAL, 

to the founding of which Dean Swift left 
eleven thoufand pounds : 

THE TEMPLE, 

^ noble ftrudhire, defigned for the fame 
purpofe as that in London : 

T t THE 
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THE ASYLUM FOR MAGD ALENS ; 

and lafl^ but not k^ in the admiration of 
all who viiit Dublin, 

THE ROYAL EXCHANGE: 

In this magnificent building the four orders 
of architedure are difplayed in a veiy maf- 
terly manner. It was planned by Mr. 
Cooley, an archited» whoie judicious tafte 
will always be admired while this monu- 
ment of it exifts. Oppofite the entrance of 
the north fi-ont, on a white marble pedeftal, 
is a ftatue of his preient Majefty, executed 
by Mr. Van Noft. As we afcend the 
geometrical Aaircafe of the Exchange, an 
excellent ftatue prefents itfelf to view, of 
the patriotic Dr. Lucas, holding Magna 
Charta in his hand. This edifice coil 
feventy thoufand pounds j five thouiand of 
which were defrayed by government. 

The 
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The environs of Dublin are very pleafing. 
Nature has done but little for the country; 
but the repeated efforts of art, in erfeding 
beautiful edifices, fertilizing the foil, and 
encouraging the growth of trees, have 
greatly improved it. The outlines of a 
poor negledled country are often vifible. 
The Irifh are a lazy tribe, and were formerly 
more indolent than they are at prefcnt. It 
is perhaps owing to this, that the features 
of a barren foil are fo often to be traced. 
This however is very much altered of late 
years. Times begin to alter. The fpirit 
of improvement pervades all conditions of 
men ; and thofe nations, that heretpfbre were 
feen buried in barbarifm and favage obfcu- 
rity, now teem with increafe of fcience and 
refinement. Nothing can afford a more 
fbiking inftance of this than the flate of 
Ireland, although there is flill fuch vafl 
room for alteration. 

The number of elegant flrudhires dif- 
perfed in the neighbourhood of Dublin, 
the fummer refbrt of the Irifh nobility and 

T t 2 gently. 
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gentry, form many delightful icenes. And 
in juftice to that country I muft cx)Dfeis 
that the environs of Dublin are &r fiiperior 
to thofe of London in point of beauty. 
Each feat has its particular name, engraved 
either on the fide, or over the gateway <^ 
the avenue. We faw ieveral of them^ fudi 
as Clitorgan^ Palermo^ Sans Soud, &c« &c. 
They are in general furrounded with fine 
trees and beautfiful gardens, esdubiting an 
appearance of a truly rural nature, and 
totally unlike the tawdry civic air of 
thofe prim pill-boxes which grace the 
fides of all the turnpike roads in the neigh* 
bourhood of London, and which have more 
the aiped of a city removed into the coun« 
try, than of the retreats of men fiitigued 
with the <iuft and noife of the metropolis. 

In one of my walks about the ftreets, I 
met the old veteran, whofe converfation af* 
forded us ib much amufement when becalm- 
ed at fca : *' Well, my good Sir (faid he) 
and how do you like Dublin ?* *' In truth. 
Sir, not much ; I am every inch of me an 

• 

Englifhman, 
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EnglKhman, aod, I fear , behold all countries 
but my own with an eye of prejudice/* 
•* Well (aid, John Bull ! (exclaimed my 
old friend) but what do you think of Dub- 
lin in particular ? fince you cannot form an 
adequate idea of a whole nation from a (hort 
vifit to its metropolis." *' Sir (faid I) 
in viiiting a metropolis I behold the heart 
of a nation; and, if I diicover what pafles in 
the heart, I can eftimate pretty nearly the 
tenor and difpoiition of the whole body. 
But fince I find you are youiielf an Irifh - 
man, tdl me what is your opinion of this 
place, before I venture to deliver my own." 
^' That I can well do (faid he) in a few 
words : I have vifited many countries, and 
made many obfervations upon them ; but I 
never was in one that betrayed fuch a mix- 
ture of loufinefs and lazinefs, mifery and 
magnificence." 

I felt the full force of his obfervatron, 
fince, from my own fhort experience among 
the Irifh, I had found it flxidly true. Beg- 
gars and proftitutes fwarm in every ftreet, 

5 and 
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and fill the air with their importunate cries. 
Extravagance is the leading trait in their 
character. I frequently iaw children with 
broad laced frills to their fhirts^ who 
had neither ihoes nor ftockings to their feet. 
An inftance of this may be feen at Drury's 
billiard table every day, where there are two 
markers of this defcription. They will 
pawn their laft rag for the pleafure of 
gaming ; and I myfelf faw a fellow, oppofite 
the cuftom-houfe in EfTex-flreet, who had 
feated himfelf upon the ground and, having 
ventured every penny he had at chuck br- 
ibing, was howling for the lofs of it. They 
are, in general, of a very irritable difpofition, 
and will quarrel with each other upon the 
moft trifling occafion. On the night of 
the Prince of Wales's birth-day, I was walk* 
ing in Dame-ftreet, when a fellow genteelly 
dreffed met a boy who was running about 
with his companions. Without faying a 
word he raifed a loaded whip, and knocked 
the boy down: a mob gathered: the 
fellow made off, and the poor boy was car- 
ried, with a brokenhead^ to the apothecary's. 

About 
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About three o'clock in the afternoon of the 
next day, I law a vaft crowd, gathering, and, 
enquiring the caufe, was told that fome per- 
Ibn had juft killed a porter, whom they were 
conveying to the diipenfary, and that his 
murderer was to go to Newgate. In the 

evening a boy was flogged, for fome crime or 

• 

other, almofl to death at the cart's tail ; and 
finding that he could not bear all his punish- 
ment, they removed him to prifon to take 
the reft at another opportunity. Not a 
night paiTes without riot, although the po- 
lice ftand armed at the corner of every ftreet* 
Duels, without end, continually ftirnifti 
fubjedt for converfation, and not unft-equently 
topics of frefh difpute. Of all the people 
I ever met, whether educated in the army, 
the navy, in the univeriities, or at home, 
the Irifb are the greateft fwearers. Not a 
word paiTes without an oath vociferated 
in the moft vehement manner, and horrid 
imprecations are £imiliarly delivered upon 
the moft trivial events. 

The ftriking traits in national cha- 
raderiftics are thofe which imprefs the ob- 

fervation 
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fervation of ftrangers upon ikek firit ar« 
rival in a country. By time the miad be- 
comes familiarized to eccentric cd^jed^ 
and thofe thiigs, whicb in tKeir firft wp^ 
pearance fdicit the attentioDy by degieci 
pafs off unnoticed. It is for this reafim th^tt 
I have been induced to mention krcnA 
circumftances as they happened to occur. 
They require no comment. They are plaun 
h€t$ and, tike the outlines of a pidtrre^ 
fumifli a certain criterion, from which sny 
one may decide without being biafled by 
any uijudicioas ftrokes in the Shading, or 
miiled by £Qfe reprefentation in the co- 
lours. 

The females of Dublin exhibit a true 
reprefentation of the city itfelf, by uniting 
the extremes of meannefs and grandeur. 
They frequently appear finely decorated 
about the head, with their feet and legs 
quite bare; Beauty feems to be a firarce 
commodity among them, which perhaps 
has given fo much encouragement to the 
Frenchmodeof painting their feces. They 

pay 
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pay a great regard to external finery, and 
often difplay a length of train to their white 
gowns £o completely bedaubed with dirt, 
that they are beft defcribed by a term much 
in ufe among the ruftic damfels of England, 
who diiHnguiih ladies of this defcription under 
the title of *' draggle-tailed sli/ts/* 

This city is upward of three miles 
long, and as many broad, and contains 
about two hundred thoufand inhabitants* 
The river LifFpy divides it into two equal 
parts, over which are built five bridges ; o( 
thefe Essex and QaE£N*s only are worth 
mentioning. Their manufad);ories are thofe 
of tabbinets, fhifFs, linen, and gkfs. Tha 
WHITE BOYS, who formerly ufed to qx** 
cite fb much tmnult and fpread fuch ter-«. 
ror in the country, are now very little heard 
of. This is perhaps owing to the laudable 
exertions of the volunteers, who will in 
time extirpate the very name of them* 

A little publication, which I procured 
in Wales, and to which I am indebted for » 
few of thofe obfcrvations thjit I have made 

U u upon 



upon the public edifices here, fkys, ** from 
a^ual obfervation it has been proved, that 
it rains, more or lefs> five days in the week 
in Dublin/' Wc were fortunate in having 
fine weather during the time we ftaid in 
Ireland ; neverthelefs, I believe the climate 
to be a very damp one, although conducive 
to health, from the great quantity of lakes^ 
rivers, canals, &c. with which this country 
abounds. I could not help admiring the 
great beauty of the Irifh horfes. Their 
lize and form is truly noble, and yet they 
fell in general at a low price. 

Among the variety of commodities 
which a ftranger meets with in Dub- 
lin, there are at leaft two, fuperior to 
.any of the kind in other countries. Thcfc 
arc potatoes and butter. They have 
a method of drefling potatoes which 
renders that vegetable far more pa- 
latable than it is found to be in England ; 
and their butter is uncommonly fine. The 
meaneft cabins feem to vie in this refpeft 
with the greateft taverns ; and indeed the 

2. meaner 
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* 
* 

intaner the habitation, the finer that article 
is commonly found. Whilky is the principal 
beverage among the lower fort of Hiber- 
nians. This liquor is a fpecies of gin, of 
a very infatuating nature, exceffivcly fiery 
and intoxicating, yet confidered by the ge- 
nerality of Irifbmcn as a wholefomo 
potation* 

Being perfectly fatisfied with Dublin 
and its wonders, we made preparation for 
cur departure. We left the harbour, with 
a fair wind, at two o'clock in the morning 
pf the eighteenth of Auguft. Unfortunate 
as ufual in our marine excurfions, we foon 
Ibund ourfelves, with thirty- fix other paf. 
fengers, rolling amidft all the fickne& and 
infipidity of a calm. We did not reach 
Holy- head until midnight, but found the 
comfort, even in this ihort diftance from 
Dublin, of exchanging Irifli accom« 
modations for thofe of our own country. 
We flept at Smith's hotel, and proceeded 
in his coach and four the next morning as 
fyr as Conway, or Aber Conway. 

U u 2 A niif. 
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A tniftake of mine occafioned fotne de- 
gree of mirth among us, and, nugatory as 
the relation of it will appear to the reader, 
I have obtruded it upon his attention, mere- 
ly becaufe it will afford an inftance of ab- 
ience hardly to be believed. I had walked 
on a mile or two before the coach fet out, 
in hopes of diiperiing a painful giddinefs 
which the motion of the fliip had left in 
my head. After waiting fome time on the 
road and wondering why the coach was lo long 
in coming, I heard, as I thought, the rattling 
of the wheels at a diilance : Concealing 
myfelf in a little hollow among (bme fheep, 
I laid until the carriage paffed, and then, 
running, after it, I jumped up behind 
and mounted the roof. All this was done 
in a frolic, that my companions might fup- 
pofe I had taken the wrong road. Finding 
it very difficult to maintain my feat, I be- 
gan to look about me, and found myfelf 
elevated upon a large imperial that was 
faftened to the roof, and thus I had nothing 
to hold by but the ftraps which kept it there. 
All of a fmdden the carriage ftopped, and, 

whils 
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^hilc I was confidcring the eafieft method 
of keeping my feat aloft, fome gentlemen 
from below defired I would defcend, as they 
would be obliged to me not to ride there. 
This foon convinced me of the blunder I 
had made, and, feeling myfelf very ridicu* 
lous in havirig miflaken a poft chaife and 
pair for z coach and four, I difmounted 
as faft as I could and walked off. The 
caufe of all this was my eagernefs to 
afcend before my companions fhould dif- 
cover me from behind. I had never ob- 
ferved what fort of a carriage it was, being 
attentive only to the execution qj£ my ab- 
furd frolic. The coach foon came up, and 
toy friends found me abufing my own inat- 
tention and folly. . 

Tempted by the finenefs of the weather, 
I afcended the roof of our own coach with- 
out any additional blunders, and had a charm- 
ing profpeft of the Ifle of Anglefea with a 
diftant view of the WeKh Mountains. The 
day was uncommonly ferene, even the bar- 
ren country around us wore a beautiful 

appear- 
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appearance; and Snowdon himfelf^ the 
king of mountains^ for once condefcended 
to throw off his night-cap, arid during our 
whole journey through the ifland unveiled 
his awful fummit to our view. At about 
four o'clock we crofled the M enai, and, 
taking our final leaveof Mona Antiqua, 
landed once more in Wales. As you pafs 
the Ferry, the profpedl on each fide is 
very pleafing. The barren afpeft of Angle- 
fea affords a ftriking contrafl to the 
oppofite fhores, where the lands are cultivated 
to the water's edge, and an elegant inn 
among trees and green fields, with a neat 
garden in front, invites you to experience 
the cleanlinefs and comfi^rt of its accom^ 
inodations. 

After dining here we proceeded on our 
Journey : An Iriih officer, who was a feU 
low fufferer with us in the pacquet, and 
who had dined in company with us, invited 
me to partake of his carriage, while his fer- 
vant occupied my place in the coach. I 
found ueat pleafurc in his company, an4 

regretted 
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tcgrctted the lofs of it at Conway. He 
was an intelligent fenfible man, who had 
feen much of the world, apd was ftill bent 
upon feeing more ; at the fame time he did 
not pleafe me the lefs in giving the prefe- 
rence to old England, among all the coun- 
tries he had feen. We pafled together over 
the ftupendous rock of Penmaenmawr. 
A road is cut, with great art and ingenuity, 
along the fide of the mountain. On one 
hand a precipice, that would make the bold- 
eft fhudder, overlooks the fea. On the 
other, fragments of rock, which have fepa- 
rated themfelves from the main body, hang 
over the road. Afterfroftyweatherthefc im- 
menfe maffes of ftone often give way with 
the thaw, and come tumbling down . Thofe, 
who are accuftomed to the place, think no- 
thing of the dangers that threaten them 
on all fides. But no ftranger can pafs with- 
out feeling a degree of terror and uneafinefs, 
where inftant death feems to menace him 
at every ftep. The rell of the road to Con- 
way is highly pidnrefque. Leaving Pen- 
maenmawr, we pafled a narrow defile be-% 

tween 



Iween the mountains^ where the road being 
<ut in the fide of one of them winds in ^ 
ron^antic mapnef among precipices. The 
gloom of the night was beginning to enve^ 
lop the furrounding obje<3s« We could 
juil dtfcem the wild goats and the (heep, as 
^ey hung upon the fides of the mountains^ 
Thefe animals feed where no human being 
could find a footflep, and upon precipices 
where the imagination is at a lofs to con- 
ceive by what means they attained them. 
The officer had often vifited this pl^ce ; it 
was. a favourite fpot of his> and fortunately 
for me^ could not be feen to mpre advantage 
than at the approach of the evening. There 
is a peculiar wildnefs in this mountain 
fcenery which cannot be defcribed— • 

•* Where, 'midft the changeful fcenery ever new, 
** Fancy a thoiifand wondVous forms defcrics 

** More wildly great than pencil ever drew : i 

** Rocksy torrents, gulphs, and fliapes of giant fize, I 

** And glittering cli&on diffs, and fiery ramparts rife* 



When the fhades of the evening begin to 
fall, it becomes inexpreffibly beautiful. The 

views 



views in North Wales are always' fine. 
There is a majefty in the features of 
the country^ united with a grandeur and 
boldnefs that cannot be conceived. '* There 
is not ((aid the officer^ as we alighted to 
walk up a hill) a fpot in the world that 
can juftly be compared with this." 

North Wales is fingular in every refpedl ; 
and what makes it more particular, is the 
fudden contraft it oilers when you enter in- 
to it from otlier countries. It does not 
aflume its rugged afpedt by degrees, but all 
at once prefents its fuperb fceneiy to the 
admiring fpedator. 

It ^as almoft dark when we reached 

CONWAY, 

{o that I caught only a tranfient glance at 
the antique arches of the gateway as we en- 
tered. This place is remarkable for its beau- 
tiful caiUe, which is fecn to die greateft 
advantage firom theoppofite fide of the ferxy. 

X X We 



3|i to«ft TH&aoftn Tat 



We pafled it early the neatt morning, and 
viiited this elegant flrudture. It was built 
by Edward ^e Firft, and is the admiration 
of all that fee it. For fituation^ eleguice, 
ilrengtfa, and grandeur it is unrivalkd* It 
is placed on a high rock, above the fea, and 
is moated on the land fide. There are ten 
round towers in the cafUe, and four turrets 
that are confiderably higher than the towers. 
The walls are battlemented, and are from 
twelve to fifteen feet in breadth. On en-> 
tering the caftle, you are .ftruck with .the 
view of a grand arched hall» with hand* 
fome niched windows. This hall is entire % 
it is one hundred feet long, thirty high> and 
as many wide, and the roof is fupported by 
nine ftone arches* The external part of 
the caflle remains entire, except one tower» 
which has tumbled down, owing to a part 
of the rock giving way. The view of this 
cafUe^ from the other fide of the water, is 
beautiful. On one hand you are preiented 
with the town of Conway, enclofed by a for- 
tified wall ; on the other,, a hill rifes fiiom 
the water, entirely covered with a fine cop* 

pice 



jnce of wood. Before the invention of* can- 
non it is evident that this place mufl have 
been impregnable. The caftle of Carnar-» 
von is in general thought &r fuperior to this : 
In point of (ize and convenience it might 
once have been fo^ but I think in elegance 
Conway outfhines it greatly. 

• 
The country fix)m Conway to 

$ T. ASAPH 

is pleafing but, bordering upon the iea, does 
BOt difplay that bold fcenery which marks 
the internal parts of North Wales. St. 
A&ph is a mean little place, and has no* 
thing to difHnguifh it from a village but its 
cathedral, which, although a very good one, 
reiembles a country church in its external 
appearance. From this place the country 
becomes remarkably rich and beautiful. It 
bfes its rugged features, but amply compen* 
fates for the lofs by a difplay of cultivation 
and fertility, more refembling a garden than 
any thing elfe. Fron:i the top of a fleep hill, 

X x^z which 
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which you afcend gradually, between St* 
Afaph and Holywell you have one of the 
fioeft profpedts a rich country can afford. A 
valley of an amazing extent, fmiling with its 
paftures, woods, and harveft, and bounded by 
lofty mountains at a diftance^opens to the view* 
The cathedral of St. A£iph rifes from the 
rich verdure around it, and forms one of the 
principal objects. The town of Denbigh 
prefents itfelf on one fide. The fea adds to 
the fcene, and almoft every thing appears 
which can render a proipe£t delightful. 
Defcendingon the other fide,you fee Holy- 
well, Flint Castle, and a view of ano<* 
ther country almoft equally pledfing. 

The £tuation of 

HOLYWELL 

is healthy and agreeable. On the back of 
it is a lofty hill, extrepiely produdtive of lead 
pre. Towards the fea is a pleafing valley, 
bounded by woods, at one end of which 
rifcs the venerable abbey. At the foot of this 

town 
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tB^n is that remarkable fpring from which 
it received its name^ and which has excited 
£o much curiofity, and ftill continues to at« 
trad: the notice of every body. This is 
called 



ST. Winifred's well. 



and is fuppofed by many to have been occa- 
fioned by a miracle performed here. The 
fpring boils with vaft impetuoiity out of a 
rock^ and is formed into a beautiful polygonal 
well, covered with a rich arch^fupported by 
pillars. The roof is exquifitely carved 
in ftone. Immediately ovef the fountain is 
the legend of St. Winifred, on a pendant 
projedtion, with the arms of England at the 
bottom. A number of fine ribs fecure the 
arch, whofe interfedtions are coupled 
with fculpture. ^ When we arrived here, 
fome poor women furrounded the chaife 
and invited us in, delivering at the fame 
time a paper containing the hiiloryi nature^ 
and origiA of the well. 



It 
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It exhibits a very remarkable fpe^cle^ 
andy if not miraculous, is at leaft one of 
nature's moft wonderful works. The 
water rifea with fuch force and in fuch vaft 
quantities that, although but a mile .from 
the fea, it inftantly forms a river and fup- 
ports fev^ral nianufadtories but a few yards 
icom the place. 

One circumftance, which thcy.aflcrt of 
this fpring, feems hardly credible, but they 
will at any time demonftrate the truth of 
it to the curious. By the gauge, the baibn 
and well hold about two hundred and fbr^ 
tons of water, which, when emptied, are 
filled again in lefs than two minutes. The 
experiment was tried for a wager, oa 
Tuefday, the 12th of July, 173 1, Mr* 
Price, the redtcM^ of' Holywell, Dr. Taylor, 
and feveral other gentlemen being preient. 
To the furprife of the company, the well ' 
filled in lefs than two minutes; which 
proves that Winifred's ipring raifes more 
than one hundred .tpns pf water every 
minute^ The baibn is four feet deep^ and 
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yet die water is fo clear that a pin may be 
feen at the bottom. Above the fpring and 
around the arches hang the crutches &c. of 
thofe who have been cured here^ and who 
kft them as trophies of the virtues of the 
water. Thofe, who fuppofe this fpring to 
originate fit)m a miracle, thus deliver their 
ridiculous tale. 

'' In the feventh centuty lived a virgin of 
the name of Winifred, who made a vow 
of chaftity during life and was put under 
die care of her uncle fiuenb, who, havhig 
ereded a church there, had aflumed a mo^^ 
naftic habits A neighbouring jprince,* 
named Cradoc, was ftruck with her uncom- 
mon beauty and at all events determined to 
gratify his defires. He made known his 
paflion to the lady, who, affe&ed with hor** 
ror, attempted to efcape. The wretch, 
enraged at the diiappointment, inftantly 
purfued her, drew out his fabre and cut off 
her head. Receiving inftantly the reward 
of hiscrime, he fellxiown dead>andthe eartb 
opening fwallowed his impious corpfe. 

. -' 1 ** The 
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^^ The fevered head took its way dowo 
the hiU» and flopped near the church. The 
valley^ which from its uncommon drynefs 
was heretofore called Syeb Nanf, now loft 
Its name* A ipringof uncommon fize burft 
from the place where the head refted<» Thi^ 
mois on its fides diffufed a fragrant imell i 
her blood fpotted the ftones, which> like 
the flowers of Adonis, annually conmiemo- 
rate the fad hy afliuning a colour unknown 
to them before* 

'' St. Bueno took up the bead, carried it 
to the corpie> and offering his devotion* 
joined it nicely to the body, which inflantly 
united. The place was vifible only by a 
flender white line encircling her neck, in 
memory q( a miracle furpaifing far that 
worked by St. Dionyfius, who marched in 
triumph after decapitation with his head 
in his hands from Mont Matre to St. 
Dennis's, or that of St, Adelburtus, who in 
a fimilar fituation fwam acrofs the Vifiuia. 
St. W. furvived her decollation fifteen 
years* 

" She 
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*' She died at Gwytherin in Denbigh^ 
(hire> where her bones refted till the reign 
of King Stephen^ when, after divine admo- 
nition, they were furrendered to the abbey of 
St. Peter and St. Paul at Shrewfbury. The 
memoyof the two great events is celebrated^ 
that of her decapitation on the 2 2d of 
June, that of her tranflation on the 3d of 
November.'* 

* *' A bell belonging to the church was 
al£> chriftened in honour of her. I cannot 
leara the names of the goflips, who, as 
ufual, were undoubtedly rich perfons^ On 
the ceremony, they all laid hold of the rope, 
beftowed a name on the bell, and the prieft 
iprinkled it with holy water in the name of 
die Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoft« 
He then cloathed it with a fine garment ; 
after this the gofiips gave a grand feaft and 
made great prefents, which the prieft re* 
ceived in behalf of the bell. Thus blefifed^ 
it was endowed with great powers ; allayed^ 
on being rung, all ftorms, diverted the thun- 
der bolt, and drove away evil fpirits • 

Y y '' After 
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^* After her death> her iandity {fzys her 
hiftorian) wasproved by numberlefs miracles. 
The waters are aknoft as ianatiye as thofe of 
the Pool of Bethefda. AU infirmities inci- 
dent to the human body met with relief; 
the votive crutches, the barrows* and other 
proofs of cures remain to this moment, as 
evidences, pendent over the well. The 
iaint is equally propitious to protefiants and 
catholics, for among the offerings are to be 
found thefe grateful teitimonies from the pa^ 
tients of each religion. The waters are in- 
difputably endowed with every good quality 
attendant on cold baths, and multitudes have 
here experienced the good effe&s that thus 
refult from natural caufes. 

^' The refort of pilgrimsof lateyears to dieie 
fontanalia has confiderably decreafed. The 
greateft number are from Lanca{hire. In the 
fununer a few are ftill to be {ten in the 
water, in deep devotion, up to their chins 
for hours, fending up their prayers or per- 
forming a number of evolutions round the 
^lygonal well^ or threading the arch be- 

tweea 
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tween the bafon and the well a prefcribed 
number of times. A crowned head, in the 
laft age, dignified the place with a vifit: 
The Prince, who loft three kingdoms for a 
mafs, paid his refpeAs, on Augoft the 29th^ 
1 686, to our faint, and received, as a re- 
ward, a prefent of the very fhift in which 
his great graiudmotheo Mary Stuart, loft 
herheadi 

^* The ipring iis certainly one of the fineft 
in thefe kingdoms. It never frttzcs, and 
iparcely varies in the quantity of water in 
droughts, or after the greateft rains. After 
a violent fall of rain it becomes difcoloured. 
From its rife it runs with a rapid courfe to 
the f^a, which it reaches in the diftance of a 
mile* The principal works on its banks are 
battering mills for copper, a wind mill, a 
Qoarfe paper mill, a fhuff mill,a foundery for 
brafs, and an extehfive cotton manu- 
ftaory.^^' 

Y y 2 From 

* For the greateft part of this account of St. Winifred's 
Well I am indebted to a Tour through Great Britab by 
DanidDe Foe and Mr. Ricfaard(on« 
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From hence we pafTed by 

FLINT CAST LB 

to the river Dec, and croffing over a feny of 
fe ven miles were landed at 

PARK6ATE, 

in England. Before I take my leave of the 
principality of Wales, I think it incumbent 
upon me to give fome account of the inha^ 
bitants, their manners, and difpofition, 
Thereis a fimplicity in the ftyle of a WeUh- 
man's converfetion which prejudices every 
ftrangcr in their fevour ^ They are honeft, 
hofpitable, and good natured i and, although 
of an irritable difpofition, are not difpofed, 
like the Irifh, to cut one another's throats 
without reafbn : They are much given to 
drinking, and in general the lower fort c^ 
people eftimate a man's merit in proportion 
to the quantity of ale he can imbibe : They 
confider this as the moft wholefome and 
beneficial of all liquors, and prefer it to any 

other) 
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Other. I once aiked an old Welfh harper 
why he was fo fond of ale ? ** Becaufe 
(fays he) it makes me fat as a pig." There 
was no arguing again ft this, for the old 
minftrel had a moft princely carcafe. 
They are inordinately ignorant, and parti-^ 
cularly fo with regard to their own coun- 
try : It is almoft impoffible to gain infor* 
mation of a Welfhman, if your enquiries 
extend above five miles from the fpot 
where you find him. The women, as well 
as the men, appear in broad black beaver 
hats, and in the midft of fummer wear a 
long woollen cloak. Their feet are almoft 
always bare, and they drive the plough, 
ax>unt the cart horfes, and manage a team 
with full as much facility as the men. 
They carry great weights upon their heads, 
and balance their milk pails, buckets of 
water, &c. in that manner, without taking 
any hold of them. The harp is their fa- 
vourite inftrument; hardly a family is with- 
out a harper, and at all the inns they ap- 
pear as regularly as the landlady: The 
fame number of old Welfh tunes are re- 
peated 
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peated every where, which are handed 
from father to fon, from one generation to 
another. • I have fometimes heard the 
WelOi accufed of want of cleanlinefs, an 
accufation they by no means merit ; on the 
contrary^ they are remarkably neat and 
tidy in their houfes, and while I was among 
thern^ during which time I had an oppor^ 
tunity of obferving a great deal of their 
manners and appearance, I found a fufficient 
degree of neatnefs to be admired even in 
the meaneft cottages. Indeed if there is a 
part of Wales where this is not the cafe, it is 
in their principal towns, where they ape the 
manners of other countries, and attempting 
to be finer than the reft of their people, neg^ 
led: their native charaderiflic of cleanlinefs 
and decency. To fet a WeUh cottage in an 
advantageous point of view, one has nothing 
to do but to place befide it an Irifh cabin. 
What a contraft ! In one we behold in«^ 
duftry and cleanlinefs predominant over po- 
verty ; in the other loufinefs, kzinefs, licen- 
tioufnefs, and every fpecies of mifery . The 
Wclfh boaft of their pedigree and the an-» 

tiquity 
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dquity of their origin: Their language re-- 
fembles the Greek, and has many words of 
a iimilar found and meaning ; The Welfh 
word for the fun is the Greek for fire ; 
Water is called \^ only pronounced with 
the afpirate ; or or ^^o is frequently ufed^ 
as David m Morgan or ax^ Morgan : But 
they are not contented with deriving a part 
of their language from the Greek, they af* 
iert that the ancient Greek is only a cor- 
roption of their own language, a grofs dia- 
led of North Welflb : There is no doubt 
but they were, the original inhabitants of 
this illand, although a great part of the an- 
cient Britons, during the periods of Roman 
and Saxon invafion, migrated to the conti- 
nent. The provifions in Wales are re- 
markably cheap and good, and a man with 
a fmall income might live among them like 
a prince. They have a method univerfally 
prevalent among them of faying indeed 
znd yes Jure upon every occafion. If you 
afk them a queiHon which is altogether 
doubtful, they never return a dubious an-r 
fwer. You never hear a Welihman fay he 

3 thinks 
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thinks^ and Jo ; diey are very fond c^ iay« 
ing they dopit hunv^ but in general if they 
make any anfwer at all^ it is . a pqfithoi 
one. Much has been iaid by many^ of their 
anger and i great deal has been mifrepre-* 
fented of a good people. They have a nute«< 
ber of amiable and refpedable qualities ; are 
eafily pn>voked^ it is true, but^ like the fud<» 
den fpark from a flint, their fire becomes 
extinguifhed as fpeedily as it kindles. There 
is a remarkable fimilarity of feature preva- 
lent among both fexes : The women are in 
general handfbme, and poflefs in a high de« 
gree that requifite vrhich the French call 
m hn paint. The men are fhort lufly feU 
lows, and, as well as the women, have jolly 
round faces expreflive of good nature. Our 
patience had often been put to the proof 
among them, frequently from our want of 
coniideratbn, and fbmetimes from their 
own native fhipidity; neverthelefs I left them 
with a degree of regret infinitely beyond 
what I experienced on quitting the fhore of 
Ireland : I there found myfelf happy in an 
efcape i here I felt a fenfation not unlike a 
wifh to return* 

Park- 



Parkgate is a fmall town in Che/hire, on 
the banks of the Pee. It is frequented by 
41 few inralids^ who refort h^rp for bathing i 
but the chief ps^rt of its inhabit^ts ^re navy 
captains and ieamen^ who have retired to 
live upon their inconpte. Packed fail hence 
occaiionally for Dublin; andj fince the 
Holyhead captains have raifed their fare^ 
many prefer this pai&ge, as it is near twice 
the length of the other^ and the price is 
the fame. After leaving Parkgate, we 
crofled the Mer&y, and arrived at 

LIVERPOOL. 

This is a large* populous, and flouriihing 
town. The inns, which are the &rA 
things that attrad the notice of a traveller^ 
are grand and good. We had however the 
ill fortune to find all the beft fuU, and were 
obliged to put up with the receptacle of all 
the fbge coaches and noiiy vehicles that 
refort to the place : even here we fhould have 
been comfortable enough, had it not been 
for the fwarm of flies which really, become 

Z z anui^ 
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a nuifance in many houfes in Liverpool. 
This i$ owing to the number of fugar 
houfes which abound here^ and which 
afford them a conftant fupply of food : 
Myriads of thefe infe^ fill the bed^ham* 
bers, and at night prevented our fleeping 
by fettling in tribes upon our faces. Com-> 
merce of all forts is in a thriving way at 
Liverpool; their chief trade is to Vir- 
ginia for tobacco, but whoever wallcs the 
quay will find the harbour crowded with 
vefiels, of all denominations, from every 
quarter of the globe. The number of 
inhabitants is very confiderable, and is 
more likely at prefent to increafe than 
diminifh. Hackney coaches ply in the 
ftreets; the ihops are uncommonly ele- 
gant ; the town is well paved and lighted, 
ind, in ihort, offers a pleafing epitome of 
the metropolis. The public buildings are 
grand, that of the exchange is particularly 
fo ; and the churches in general are neat, 
elegant and comfortable. The principal 
itreet is very fine, and makes an appear-* 
ance inferior to few in London. 

During 
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During our ftay here, we went one night 
to the Theatre, invited by an advertiiement 
in the play bills of a fingular nature. This 
was no lefs than the character of Richard 
the Third to be performed by Mr, Quick, 
of Covent Garden Theatre, for his benefit. 
I found the houfe capacious, and fitted up 
in a flyle of great neatnefs and fimplicity. 
It was exceflively crowded, anci every one 
was impatient for the fignal of drawing up 
the curtain. I expedled to fee the character 
of King Richard well burlcfqued by fo 
excellent a comedian ; but how can I ex*- 
prefs the ailonifhment I felt at feeing little 
Ifaac flrut forth, arrayed in all the terrors 
of Duke Richard's whifkers and armed 
cap^h-pee with fur cloak and feathers^ 
fluttering forjth in a ftyle of majeilic vehe- 
mence 

Now are our brow^ bound with viAorious wreattbi ! 

It was fome time before the audience cojuld 
fafficiently compofe themfelves to behold 
t|iis Ion Qf mirth without loud peals of 

Z z 2 laughter. 
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laughter. The part was a&ed much better 
than any one could have expected ; and if 
^e audience could have divefted themfelves 
of the remembrance of thofe matchleis 
tdents for comedy^ which were centered in 
the a£tor| he might have called for his 
horfei ^s many a good tragedian has done 
before him, feven till his lungs failed. But 
in the midfl of the moft ferious parts^ the 
figure^ the voice, and the deportment of 
the little votary of Momus would break 
forth in fpite of his bufkin and give Mel- 
pomene the lie. This idea grew more 
and mpre prevalent through all his exer- 
tions, and at the final downSdl the hero of 
the houfe of York was attended with louder 
peals of laughter than comedy ever called 
fcMth in her happief): movements fix>m a 
delighted audience. When the curtain 
fell, the converiation ran upon the event of 
the piece : f^ Sir," faid I, addreffing my- 
ielf to a gentleman who feemed quite over- 
come with laughter, ** What could fo 
»iflead this firfl of all comedians as tp 
fnduce him to put on the bufkin ?'' " The 

fame 
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£Ltne motive^ fir, that led Mrs. Abingdon 
upon the flage in the chara<2er of Scrub ; 
the hope of a good benefit by a promife 
of novelty to the people — and you fee how 
well he has fucceeded/' 

The next morning I vifitcd the curious 
ftone quarry without the town, which is 
dug at the expence of the corporation. We 
entered by a fubterraneous paflage neatly 
£)nned with ilone, which conducted us 
into the quarry. It is well worth fee- 
ing, from the regular manner in which 
the ftone is cut. On entering it, you 
are prefented with a view of fome im* 
menfe fmooth flabs from which the ftone 
is ieparated with the greateft nice^ and 
evennefs, and in a manner totally different 
from the method generally ufed in quarries 
for this purpofc. The mouth of the paf- 
iage to it is formed by a large ftone arch, 
on which are engraved the arms of the 
corporation. From the top of the quarry 
you have a fine view of the town of Liver- 
pool, 



pool, and a commanding proipeA of the 
country round it. 

From Liverpool we came to 

WARRINGTON^ 

famous for lace, pins, and plate glafs ; and 
from thence entering Cheshire, through a 
delightful country, to 

NQRTHWICH^ 

This place is remarkable for its fait manu- 
factory, and has, befides its different mines, 
the largeft ialt pans in England. We firft 
vifited the fait mines: the method of 
defcent is by a bucket, through a perpen* 
dicular ihaft, by which you are conducted 
into the very heart of the mine. Of the 
different fub terraneous abodes I had vifited, I 
found this by far the moil agreeable that I 
ever faw. Here, without encountering the 
difficulties refulting from broken bidders, 
flippery precipices, horrid chafms, difmal 

dungeonsj 
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dungeons^ where one half of our bodies 
was foaked in water and the other expofed 
to the fufFocating fumes of fulphur, we 
were introduced to a fpedacle at once 
beautiful and furprlfing: Innumerable 
candles difperfed up and down the different 
parts of a vaft glittering cavern, diiplayed a 
moft pleating fcene ; it refembies an illumi- 
nated grotto of tranfparcnt rock-work : the 
imprefiion which it affords at fird entering 
it, is not unlike that which a ftranger feels 
at being admitted to* Vauxhall. The fait 
is feparated from the main rock in large 
bodies by gunpowder : this procefs is con- 
duced after a iimilar method to that which 
we faw pra^lifed in the coalmines. The 
workmen call it making a blqft^ ^nd they 
were kind enough to fire one for our amufe- 
ment, which feemed to ihake the very 
earth itfelf. The roof of thefe immenfe 
caverns is fupported by monfh-ous pillars of 
the £dt rock, which are left in the courfe 
of working the mine folely for this pur- 
pofe. The great cleanlinefs of thefe places 
might induce even the mofl; timid female, 

3 i^ 
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If £he has curiofity enough^ to defcesd and 
explore theie regions of wonder. A lady 
might iafely venture her peiibn and ap^ 
parel to the care of theie fturdy miners, 
even though bedecked in aU the fplendour 
of a birth-*day fuit. 

Having gratified our curiofity here, we 
next vifited the (alt fprings. Theie are 
among the liil of natural wonders, and nay 
be feen here in great perfi^&ion. They rife 
to the furface of the earth, which is not the 
caie in many parts of England, where they 
are obliged to bore wells to a great depth, 
before they can get at them : the water is 
received in a large baibn, from which it is 
pumped into the fait pans : theie large 
receptacles of the brine are heated by means 
of furnaces beneath them, and as the 
water evaporates, the £dt precipitates in 
aibte ofchryilallization, adhering to the 
fides and bottom of the pans. This th^ 
continually remove by large wooden fkum- 
mers, and convey it into wicker baikets of 
a conical form, in which the water that 

comes 
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comes mixed with the fait drains away^ and 
leaves it fit for ufe. By this procefs we 
were informed £bat from one pan feven 
tons of fait were made in twenty-four hours. 
As they vary the degrees of heat, the fait 
becomes coarfcr or finer, according to the 
difilerent purpofes for which it is afterwards 
required. 

The method of making fait from the 
rock that is dug in the mines, is by reducing 
it in fea water to a brine, and then boiling 
and purfuing nearly a fimilar procefs to 
that which is ufed at the fait fprings. 

From Northwhich we proceeded through 

HOLM CHAPE Ly 
BRtTBRTON, 



and 



TALK, to 



A a a NEWCASTLE 
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NEWCASTLE UNDER LINE. 

Here we vifited Mr. Wedgcwood's curious 
and extenfive pottery. I was fearful of 
being denied admittance to the works, as I 
know that it is cuftomaiy in thefe places to 
introduce ftrangers to what is called the ftore 
room, and then difmifs them without any 
further trouble. This however was not 
the cafe here. We fent in our names to 
Mr. Wedgewood, at his elegant little man- 
iion which overlooks the Pottery, and 
received full permiflion from him to fee 
the whole of the manu^dory, except the 
rooms where the black and the new dif^ 
covered blue ware is made, and thefe they 
never fliew to any one. The procefs is 
fo fimilar to that which I have defcribed at 
Swanfea in South Wales, and the whole 
manufiidtory bears fo flrong a refemblance 
to it, that it would be merely a repetition 
to attempt a defcription. The works arc 
condudted rather upon a larger fcale, and a 
flranger will find fomc things here which 

I did 
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I did not find in Wales; but upon the 
whple, I muft confefs, one is not more 
worth feeing than the other. 

At Newcaftle that prince of philofophers 
Katterfelto, with his prime miniflery in the 
ufual fhape of a black cat, was exhibiting 
his lifl of wonders ! wonders ! and laying 
open occult fciences to a gaping n>ultitude« 

And Katterfelto, with his hair on end. 

At his own wonders, wond*ring for his bread ! 

cowPBa« 

In the evening we arrived at 

LITCHFIELD. 

The country through Chefliire is ex- 
ceedingly beautiful. Indeed there is no 
county in England Co adorned by the rich« 
nefs of its verdure, its cultivation and ferti* 
lity, and at the fame time fo beautified by 
the grand feats of nobility and gentry, aa 
Chefliire. 

» 

A a a 2 We 
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We were now in a place that I was parti- 
cularly anitious to fee. If there is a part of 
England peculiarly (acred to literature and 
the mufes^ it is Litchfield. It is the land 
oir poetry itfelf, and as long as the names of 
Garrick, of Johnfon, and of Seward fliall 
lendure, Litchfield will live renowned. We 
were firft introduced to the Cathedral, an 
edifice of Uncommon beauty, and far fur- 
paffing in elegance any thing of the kind 
I ever faw. How long it has been in this 
ftate I will not pretend to fay, fiiice I 
believe much of its inward ornament muft 
he attributed to the tafte and ingenuity of 
Wyatt. The infide has been lately repair- 
ed and beautified at a great expence, and 
an altar piece, exhil)iting the moft elegant 
iamplepfthe Gothic order, has been dif- 
covered by removing an irregular patch- 
work, which in a rude and barbarous age 
had been erected, in fomewhat of the 
Grecian Ayle, to conceal the richnefs and 
light airy magnificence of the original 
Gothic. The outfide of this Cathedral 
deferves as much notice as the eleeance 

within. 
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within. It is all Gothic, built in a ftyle 
of great grandeur^ and was once uncom- 
monly rich in imagery^ much of which 
now remains, but time and fadlion have 
greatly contributed to deface it. The 
choir demands particular attention. Its 
highly ornamented fcreen, with a fine 
organ, and pews of unufual elegance, are 
not to be equalled in England. There are 
ieveral beautiful monuments ; among others^ 
one to the memory of Lady Wortley Mon- 
tagu is exceflively beautiful. The father 
of the immortal Addifbn lies buried here^ 
and two monuments are about to be ered:* 
ed, one to the memory of David Garrick» 
atid the other to that of his friend Dr. 
Samuel Johnfon, who were both natives of 
Litchfield. The Peribft, who fh6wed the 
Cathedral^ Was well acquainted with thefe 
great meii, and told me a curious flory of 
a lady, who followed Dr. Johnfon 's father 
to this i^ce, and died here for love of 
him. She was buried in the Cathedral. 
Whe»i the Doi^or came kfl to Litchfield, 
he caufcd a monument to be ere<%ed over 

her 
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her with this fingular infciiption; 

here lies the body op 

Mrs. Elizabeth Blaney, 

a stranger. 

There is alfo an antique monument of the 
famous Dr. Hackett, who after the refto- 
ration was made Bi(hop of this diocefe, 
for his firm adherence to the liturgy of 
the church of England and the royal 
caufe. He was at the beginning of the 
civil war redtor of St. Andrews, Hol- 
born, London ; and, when the Parliament 
(as the Commons alone called themfelves) 
had voted down the liturgy, and for- 
bidden the ufe of it imder the fevered 
penalties, the Doctor continued to read as 
before the daily fervice. A ferjeant and 
a trooper rufhed into the church, com- 
manding him with threats to deiifl: 
With a fleady voice, and intrepid counte- 
nance, the Do6tor flill continued to read on : 
At this the ferjeant thmfl a piftol at his 

head» 
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bead, menacing him with inflant death. 
The undaunted priefl: calmly replied, 
^' Soldier, I am doing my du^ ; do you do 
yours !'' and with a voice ftill more exalted 
he continued to go through the fervice. 
The fbldier abafhed left the church. 

The length of the Cathedral from the 
weft to the eaft is four hundred and eleven 
feet. The breadth of the body one hundred 

* 

and fifty-three feet. The fide aiiles are 
fixty-fix, the two weft fpires one hundred 
and eighty-eight, and the great fpire five 
hundred and fix feet. 

Walking into the church yard of the 
Cathedral, I enquired after the &milies 
of thofe great men whofe names are an 
honour to Litchfield. The brother of Mr. 
Garrick is ftill living and, like that great 
man, remarkable for his fund of humour 
and pleafing converfation. A tree, planted 
by Dr. Johnfon when he was a boy, ftands 
at fome diftance from tlie Cathedral. I went 
to fee it 3 it was a weeping willow, of an 

uncommon 
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five, mA curious from its ovm 
heauty as well as for having been nurtured 
by fo great a man. Our gnide pointed to 
the houie where the . delightful poetefs, 
the friend of Andr^, now lives. I walked 
by the houfe twice or three times, and 
could not help wifhing to fteal a fhort 
glance at the genius of Litchfield. The 
guide obferved me ; '* Sir/' iaid he, '* Mi(s 
Seward is gone to Briftol ; if you wifh to 
lee the houfe, I can procure you admit- 
tance fix>m my acquaintance with the ferr^ 
ants.'' This was juft what I wiflied ; the 
dOor foon opened, and in I ran, impa- 
tient to fee where genius and poetry had 
fixed their abode, and happy even in the 
opportunity of treading the fame ground. 
Indeed it would be impofiible for the mott 
rigid floic to enter fuch a fpot without 
emotion* 



When the gallant jindrS pHghted his 
warm vows to Honora^ thefe walls were 
£icred to his proteffcations ; they witnefled 
the ardour of his paflion, and echoed to his 

3 loud 
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loud forrows, when the rigid iiiterferchce of 
parental authority fevered the texture which 
they had mutually interwoven. From this 
hallowed ipot originated that beautiful bud 
of Britifh poetry, which, like the morning 
rofe impearled with the dew of heaven> 
expanded in tears^ It Was here that the 
diflxaffced mourner imprecated vengeance 
upon the bafe abettors of an ignominious 
doom^ that ient the foldier and the lover to 
an early graven It was here that the genius 
of Britain fung the &11 of heroes, and^ 
fcattering her infpired lays, would 

** Light with ve&al Bamp her Andre*s hallcnr^d pyre^ 

er wandef 

^* With wild| unequal ftepi lound Cook*8 Moraiw*^ 

A harpfichord flood open in the room, 
and as I touched the keys, which had an« 
fwered to more pleafing vibrations, a por- 
trait of a beautiful female caught my atten- 
tion,— —I guelTed right— indeed it could 

B b b be 
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be no other than her's. It £> happens, 
that in reading thje produdions of genius 
one cannot help fimoing iome idea of the 
features of the author; at leaft this has 
always been the cafe with roe, and was £> 
in the prefent initance. I was pleaied to find 
the idea, which I had formed, correfpcmd 
with the piifture, and indeed fhould have felt 
very angry with the painter for tracing 
features unjuftly, if it had turned out other^ 
wife« But my reader fiowns.— This 
Litchfield mufe has led me from the main 
road, and I hailen to regain it. 

When the civil war- broke out, the no- 
bility and gentry garrifbned the clofe of 
Litchfield Cathedral, and defended it againft 
the Parliament army under Lord Brook. 
A battery was raifed in Dam-Street, for 
the purpofe of demolifhing the Cathedral ; 
early in the fiege, as his Lord(hip was 
flanding under a porch giving directions 
to the bombardeers, he was difcovered 
from the battlements of the lady-chair by 
a deaf and dumb gentleman, named Dyott, 

whofe 
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T^hofe famOy is ftUl eftceilied in the neigh- 
bourhood. This gentleman levelling his 
mufket fired it, and the ball, glancing on 
the lintel of the porch, entered his Lord- 
fhip's eye. He died upon the fpot. The 
place where he fell is iflill diftinguifhed in 
Dam-Street by a pavement of vrhite 
pebbles ; and the lintel, through which the 
ball pafled, is ftill prfeferved among the 
curiofities in Mr. Greene's valuable mu- 
/bum. 

After leaving Litchfield, we arrived late 
in the evening at 

Birmingham. 

The inhabitants of this place were juft re- 
covered from the confternation into which 
they had been thrown by the late riots. The 
veftiges of their dreadful depredations ftilT 
remained to j(hew what a tumult had been 
excited among them. Not a houfe appear- 
ed without the fentiment of " Church and 
KingT traced in large letters on its front. 

B b b 2 Thcfc^ 
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Thcfe, like the tutelary words, •* No 
popery,'* which were exalted upon every 
door, wall and window fhutter, during the 
notorious legiflation of a noble madman, 
ferved as a kind of talifman or o^baliftical 
fentence to avert the fury of an infatuated 
multitude. When fuch violent tumult is 
fuddenly excited, and the full torrent of 
indignation poured on a feleifted few, 
it wears very much the appearance of 
premeditated mifchief, concerted in fe- 
cret by men of more importance, and 
fuperior in fpeculation to the members 
of a mob, who are generally inclined ta 
follow the dictates of caprice and the haffy 
impulfe of the moment. T|ie method, 
in which the late difturbances at Birming- 
ham were conducted, is an evidence of 
this, and it is greatly to be wifhed that the 
pierpetra(ors of fb much guilt were faiely 
lodged in fome convenient apartment in the 
npigbbourhpod of Lord George Gordon. 

BirminghMJ 
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Birmingham is literally a repofitory oftrade. 
There is hardly a fingle inhabitant that is 
not engaged in fome lucrative concern. 
Every thing wears the air of induftry and 
commerce. You may walk the flreets a 
whole day without finding one idle Ipedla- 
tor 5 and indeed the people feem fo entirely 
cngroffed by their bufinefs within doors, 
that they care very little what fort of an ap- 
pearance is made without. The ftreets 
are neither paved nor lighted, which, in fo 
confiderable a place as Birmingham, is a 
fubjed: both of wonder and regret. The 
chief manufadtories here are Mr. Bolton's, 
Mr. Clay's, and that for ftained glafs. Mr. 
Bolton's cannot be called a fingle manufac- 
tpry ; it is rather a confolidation of feveral 
branches of commerce. It is remarkably well 
worth feeing, although a day would hardly be 
fufficient to pay every article a proper degree 
of attention. This gentleman, fo well 
known all over the world for his great im- 
provement in the ufe of fleam engines, may 
jfifUy be termed the fiither of commerce. 

The 
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The encouragement which he gives to every 
fpecies of ingenuity, and his own uncommon 
abilities^ entitle him to every encomium. 
It is (aid that he ibmetime ago made a 
propofal to the minifter, to obtain the ma- 
nagement of the copper coinage of this 
kingdom. His aflurances were> that he 
would totally deftroy all counterfeit coining; 
firfti by allowing a fufficient quantity of that 
metal> to prevent its being worth any one's 
while to fabricate falfe coin ; and iecondly, 
by producing a die ib exquifitely beautiful 
and circular, that it fhould be out of the 
power of any perfbn in the kingdom to imi- 
tate it. He alledged many other reafbns 
to prove the importance of his propofal to 
ihe nation ; but, from fbme unknown mo- 
tives of policy, the plan is either entirely 
rejedted, or flill remains to be confidered in 
Parliament at fbme future period. 

The chief part of Mr. Bolton's immenfe 
works is employed in the button manu- 
faAoiy, a branch of bufinefs that requires a 
great deal of labour and an amazing number 

of 



tQ9TH Of tWOtAHOy fcc. 37^ 

of workmen. It is really fiirpriiing to lee 
the number .of hands concerned about the 
commoneil buttons^ which> after all the 
difierent operations^ fell fo low as one 
penny per doaen. One would fuppoie it 
worth this fum to carry them backwards 
and forwards^ or even to .pack them up in 
paper (which alone is t ieparate employ- 
ment) and yet we were told that the great* 
eft profit arifes from thofe buttons which 
pafs through the greateft number of hands 
and fell at the loweft rate* 

Befides the button bufinefi, there is the 
manufiidory of that beautiful branch of 
workmanfhip, called Or Moulu. This con- 
fifts Off plated goods, and fuch an exquifite 
imitation of filver, in all thofe articles 
where plate is required, that, the moft dif-* 
cerniqg eye can fcarcely diftinguifh the dif- 
ference. This alone conftitutes a very ex- 
tenfive branch of bufinefs. There is a 
variety of other manufactories carried on 
here^ which can only be adequately con- 
ceived 



V 
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celved by thofe who are on the fpot^ 
and fee them as they are. Among others, 
the fabrication of all forts of cutlery ware 
deferves particular obfervation, in which 
fcifiars are feen from fix-pence to ten 
guineas a pair. 

Mr. Clay's manufactory comes next to 
be noticed, which is entirely confined to 
paper work. This confifts in making tables, 
tea boards, trays, &c. &c. which are con-> 
ftru(5ted in the moft beautiful manner* 
No one, who fees the different articles in 
their finifhed flate, would believe that they 
were compofed of paper. The procefs is 
iimply this — a number of {heets of paper 
are pafled together and dried i they are 
then carried into a room^ refembling a little 
timber-yard, contiguous to which is a large 
workshop : cabinet-makers form every ar* 
tide as it is required, fawing it out of paper 
and planing it with the greatefl exa&nefs« 
It is then japanned and polifhed, and this is 
always done with the hand, which gives a 
more exquifite luflre to ftecl or paper- work, 

3 than 
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than can be communicated by any other 
means. 

We obferved two pier tables here for Lord 
Briftol, which were painted after Tome de-* 
figns brought purpofely from Rome. They 
were by i&r the moil beautiful things of 
the kind I ever faw. An extenfive manu-^ 
fadtory of buttons is alfo carried on from 
the fame compofition» which are turned^ 
japanned, and then polifhed after the manr- 
ner I have mentioned* When I £dd that 
this manufiidtory was exclufively appro-^ 
priated to paper, I fhould have excepted 
the department of making buttons from 
date. This material is brought here as it 
is dug from the quarries, and then made into 
buttons by turning. A fample of them 
was prefented to his Majefly, who was 
pleafed to order fome for his own ufe. 
They are uncommonly rich, and refemble 
the fined: filk rather than the production of 
a flate quarry* 

Ccc The 
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. The manufadory for ftained glafs is only 
worth feeing to thofe who have never feen 
any glafs of this fort. They exhibit fpc- 
cimens of the work when finifhed^ but the 
procefs of colouring the glafs is of courfe 
not fhewn* 

The theatre at Birmingham is a very 
good one; Suett from Drury-Lane was 
there when we vifited it^ and kept the au- 
dience afon ordinaire^ in a continual roar. 

The inhabitants of Birmingham have a 
Vauxhall^ which is open twice a week. 
Thefe gardens were at firft the property of a 
private gentleman^ but are now public. 
They afford a pleafing epitome of thofe 
which bear the fame name near London. 

The inns at Birmingham are large and 
dirty* Indeed cleanlinefs is a virtue, which 
the people of this place feem perfcdly un- 
acquainted with. Their idol. Commerce, 
fits enthroned in fmoke and from her 
dingy realms ordains that duft and noife 

ihaU 
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fliall dignify her votaries. Every tongue 
cries thrift ! and crufty knaves, that feud 
the ftreets in aprons, feem ever ready to 
exclaim, ** Be btify and grow rich /" 

From this grand mart of induftry we 
proceeded to a place of lefs commercial im* 
portance, although infinitely more renown- 
ed in other annals ; 

STRATFORD UPON AVON, 

celebrated for the birth of the greateft poet 
the world ever knew, lies remote fi-om the 
finoke and the tumult of manufadhires, 
in a peaceful valley upon the banks of the 
Avon. If ever we are permitted to vene- 
rate the refidence of genius; if ever we 
may be allowed to honour the ground 
that has been facred to immortal poets j 
STRATFORD ! all hail to thee! When I 
tread thy hallowed walks ; when I pafs 
over the fame mould that has been prefTed 
by the feet of shakespeare, I feel in- 
clined to kifs the earth itfelf. I coniider 

C c c 2 him 
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him as the bi ightcft planet that ever illu- 
mined the horizon of genius. Immortal 
bard ! may thy name and thy works live 
for ever ! may the confpicuous tablet of 
thy imagination be fufpended among the 
higheft records of future ages ; and. 



-While yet a fpot remains 



Where Engliih minds and manners may be found, 

may pofterity behold with rapture the pro- 
ductions of our couptryman, our own poet, 

OUR DARLING SHAKESPEARE ! At Z 

time, when the poifon of exotic weeds has 
pervaded the whole fyftem of EngUfti lite-i* 
rature, let us blefs the propitious ftars that 
prefided when nature ordained one luminary 
to fhine forth, without reflecting a borrowed 
jiight, in its own peculiar luftrp. 

Among the number of curioiities, which 
they (hew you at Stratford, muft be rec- 
koned the houfe in which Shakefpeare was 
born^ and the remains of a mulberry-tree 
which he planted. The prefent poiTefibr 
of the houfe is a defcendant of Shake- 
/pearc's— a poor, illiterate peafant. He 

fliew§ 



(hews you a chair which formerly be- 
longed to his great anceilor, but which has 
been fo hacked and mangled by the knives 
of virtuofos that little of its original form 
remains. A foreign princefs ibme. time 
ago had an inclination for the feat of it, and 
diipatched a courier with twenty guineas 
for the purchafe. The poor pofTeilbrs of 
the chair gladly parted* with its wooden 
bottom for a more valuable fubftitute, and 
it was carried away; another perfbn has 
taken a fancy to one of the legs ; and fome- 
body elfe has made deep incifions in the 
back of it, fo that I fear this precious relic 
will foon be reduced to the ftate . of the 
Iriflmian's knife, which had been fifty 
years in his family, mfy now and then a new 
jklaJe^ and now and tben a new handle! 

The mulberry-tree is the property of a 
carpenter, who forms it into a number of 
little articles, fuch as tooth-pick cafes, gob- 
lets, fnuff-boxes, &c. If we may judge by 
the &le.of thefe things, a foreft of mul- 
berry-trees would hardly fupply the wood 

that 
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that has been already fold. However I 
believe that a block, which this man has 
by him, is genuine, as it is the fame that 
was fufpended during the jubilee. Mr. 
Garrick had a chair made of this wood. 

The down^l of the mulberry-tree gave 
rife to a ceremony which drew people from 
all parts of the kingdom to Stratford. As 
the circumftances attending this extraordi- 
nary fete may not be unentertaining to my 
readers, I fliall prefent them with an ac- 
count of it from a perfon who was an 
eye witnefs to the celebration of the 
Jubilee* 

A wealthy clergyman purchafed the 
houfe and gardens of Shakefpeare at Strat- 
ford upon Avon. A man of tafte in fuch a 
fituation, and mafler^of fo enchanting a 
fpot, would have congratulated himfelf on 
his good fortune and deemed himfelf the 
happieft of mortals i but the lucklefs and 
ignorant owner trod the ground, which 
had been cultivated by the iirft genius of 

the 
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the worlds without feeling thofe emotions 
that arife in the bread of the generous 
enthufiaft. 

The mulberry- tree, planted by the poet's 
own hand> became an obje<9: of diflike to 
its taftelefs owner, becauie it over-fhaded 
his window and rendered his houfe, as he 
thought, fubjeA to damps and moiffaire. 
In an evil hour the unhappy priefl order* 
ed it to be cut down. 

The people of Stratford, who had been 
taught to venerate every thing which relat- 
ed to the immortal Shakefpeare, were feiz«- 
ed with grief and aflonifhment when they 
were informed of the facrilegious deed; 
and nothing lefs than the deftru£tion of the 
offender, in the firft tranfports of their 
rage, would fatisfy them. The miferable 
culprit was forced to fculk up and down to 
fave himfelf from the rage of the Strat- 
fordians : he was obliged at laft to leave the 
town amidft the curfes of the populace, 
who vowed folemnly never to let one of 

3 ^^ 



the fame name refide amongft thepd ia 
future. 

The mulberry-tree thus cut down was 
purchafed by a carpenter, who, knowing 
the value which all the world profbiTed £ar 
any thing that belonged to Shakefpeare, 
very ingenioufly cut it into various ihapes 
of fmall trunks, fnufF-boxes, tea-chefts, 
Aandifhes, tobacco-ftoppers, &c. The 
corporation of Stratford bought ieveral of 
the man's curious manufiiiftures and, in- 
fluenced by good fenfe and fuperior tafte, 
prefented the freedom of Stratford, in a box 
made of this £icred wood, to Mr. Garrick ; 
at the fame time requefting of him, in very 
polite terms, a buft, ftatue, or pidhire of 
his admired Shakefpeare, which they in- 
formed him they intended to place in their 
town-hall. In the fame letter, with equal 
politenefs, they affured him that they (hould 
be no lefs ^pleafed if he would oblige them 
with his own pi<£ture> to be placed near his 
favourite author in perpetual remembrance 
of both. 

This 
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This judicious and well-tkned compli-^ 
ment gave rife to the jubilee of Shakefpearsl 
In September, 1769, an amphitheatre was 
creftid at Stratferd, upon the j^an of Rane- 
lag^9 decorated with various devices^ 
Tranfpattncies were eredfced in the town-^ 
houfe, in which the moft ftriking chsMnQ^rB 
of the poet were {tea. A finoil dd houft^ 
where Shakeipeare was bora, was covered 
over with a curious emblematical trani^MU* 
rency : the ^bjc£t was A/k iun flruggling 
f&rough doads to enlighten the world ^ a 
figurative reprefentation of the £i«e gad 
fortunes of the much-beloved bard. 

■ 

The jat^ke laAed three ds^^s dudng 
'which time eateitaiameiits of oratorios, 
concerts, pageants, fire^worics, &c. were 
prefented to a very brilliant and niunerous 
ccfcapsmy a^Ssmbled from afl fotu of the 
ifland. Many pei&ns of th^ higheft qua- 
lity and rank of both fexes, ibme of the 
moft celebrated beauties of the age, and 
men diitinguifhed for their genius and love 
of the elegant arts thought themielves 

D d d happy 
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happy to fill the gnind chorus of this high 
feftival. 

Mr. Foote indulged in the £dlies oi^hat 
wit which feemed to pleafe all by fparing 
none: Mr. C6knan> by a cheerful viva- 
clty and ready urbanity, engaged the atten- 
tion of all about him. The hiftorian of 
Corfica and the biographer of Dr. John- 
fon, Mr. Bofwell, diftinguifhed himfelf by 
the name of Corfica Bofwell, which words 
were infcribed on the outfide of his hat in 
laige letters. 

No company^ fb various in charafter, 
temper and condition^ ever fiMrmed, at leaft 
in appearance, fuch an agreeable groupe q£ 
happy and congenial fouls. 

Mr. Garrick's Ode on Shakefpeare was 
that part of the general exhibition which 
moft excited the regard, and gained the 
applauie, of the candid and judicious pait 
x>f the company. 

Mr^ 
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Mr. Garrick> who always united the 
ftriiSeft economy with the mod liberal ex-* 
peiiditure^ brought Shakefpeare's jubilee 
from Stratford to Drury^Lane. The pub- 
lic were fo charmed with this uncommon 
pageant, which was ingeniouily contrived 
and judicioufly managed, that the reprefe^- 
tation of it was repeated near one hundred 
times. 

From Stratford we pafled on to 

SHIPSTON, CHAPEL-HOUSE, and 
WOOI>STOCK, 

famous f9r the manufadtory of gloves and 
polifhed fleel. Here we faw 

BLENHEIM, 

I 

the moft magnificent pile of architedurc in 
this kingdom. It was built at the public 
expence in the reign of Queen Anne, an4 
conferred with the annexed demefnes on 
the moil illuftrious John Duke of Marl- 

D d d 2 borough^ 
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boroughj and his heirs for ever, as a tefti- 
mony of royal favour and nati&nal gratitude 
for his tnmfcendent fervices and vidories 
over the* French and Bavarians; particu- 
larly that gained Auguft 2» 1704, near the 
village of Blenheim^ on the banks of the 
Danube, fiom which this palace receives 
itsnamCi* 

On the anniverfary of this viftory, the 
inheritors of his Grace's honours and titles, 
for ever, are to render to the ibvereign 
one ftandard or pair of colours, with three 
fleur-de-lis painted thereon, as an acquit^ 
tance for aH manner of rents, fuits, and 
fervices due to the crown. 

Sir John Vanbrugh was the archited of 
Blenheim: he has been indifcriminately 
cenfured for a heavinefs in his defigns, but 
in this inftance he muft at leaft ftand 
Acquitted, when it is confidered that ftrength 
And .durability were objeds to be primarily 
f^ejgarded in a pile intended to remain a 

l^^g 
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lafting monument of Britifh valour and 
Bfiti(h generofity. 

The park is entered from Woodftock, 
the ufual approach^ through a triumphal 
arch or fpacfous portal ered:ed to the 
memory of John Duke of Marlborough 
by his confort Sarah. This leads to the 
eaft gate of Blenheim ; from whence pro- 
ceeding to the area through a quadrangle of 
offices^ the north front opens to the view. 
This front, which is three hundred and 
jbrty^eight feet from wing to wing, highly 
ornamented (the roof being concealed by a 
ftone balufbade and ftatues) forms the grand 
approach ; to which the vifitor is conduct- 
ed acrofs a valley, through which winds 
a beautiful and fpacious canal, over a moft 
magnificent bridge coqftrudted in the flyle 
,of the Rialto at Venice. 

Beyond this in a direct line, and on a 
confiderable eminence, flands a ilately 
column one hundred and thirty feet high ; 
S>n die top of which is a ftatue of die Duke, 

and 
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and on the pedeftal his eminent atchieve-p* 
ments, and the adls of the Britifh Parlia-* 
ment in his favour, are fully infcribed. 

The fouth front of Blenheim, though 
lefs extenfive, is extremely elegant, and 
commands a delightful view of the plea- 
fure grounds and plantations, as well as of 
the neighbouring village of Bladon and the 
diflant hills: over its entrance, which is 
fupported by Corinthian columns, Aands 
the buft of Louis XIV. of France, adorned 
with military emblems, as taken from the 
gates of Toumay. 

Near the eaftern angle, a moft commo* 
dious and elegant obfervatory has been 
lately erected and amply fupplied with the 
beft inftruments for agronomical purfuits. 

The apartments of Blenheim are furnifli- 
ed with princely magnificence; and the 
tapelliy, paintings, and ilatues are exqui-t 
fltely fine: the tapeflry is itfelf fo de- 
ferving of attention, that it ihould be par- 
ticularly 
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ticularly noticed : it chiefly repreients the 
vidtories of the Duke of Marlborough: 
there is one figure, delineated in the tape-- 
fhy of the drawing, that has more expref- 
fion than I ever before faw given to pro- 
ductions of this kind; it repreients an 
officer in the a£t of receiving orders from 
the Duke in the field of battle. 

From a profufion of fpkndid objedls, in 
this ftately fuit of rooms, the eye is at once 
charmed and relieved on entering the 
library. 

This noble room is one hundred and 
eighty-three feet long,, and thirty-one feet 
nine inches wide; nor is it poflible to 
conceive any thing more elegantly fini(hed 
than the folid columns of marble which 
fupport a rich entablature, the Doric 
pilailers of the fame, the furrounding bafe- 
ments of black marble, and the fluccoed 
compartments of the lofty vaulted ceiling. 



At 
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At the upper end of the library ftands a 
highly £mihcd ftatae of Qgeen Aiiiie» ia 
her coronation robee, by Ryibuck ; asd at 
the lower end is a fine Grecian biift of 
Alexander the Great in good preiervatbn^ 
as dog out of the ruins of Hcccidancum^ 
and fupportcd by an elegant modem thenn« 
On one fide, above the bookcaies, are icrc^ 
1^1 bufts and a number of whole length 
£unily portraits ; and on the other, large 
bow windows, the fiames of which arc 
exquifitely finished, fr<Mn whence there is 
an elyfian profpedt of the beautifully cover* 
ed defcent to the canal and of the rifing 
groves on the oppofite hilL 

If we may be allowed to hazard an opi^ 
nion on the demerits of Bienheira, it Should 
be with regard to the general fize of the 
rooms* Whether it be firom a negligence 
in the archited,or the height of the deling^ 
I know not, but all of them appear con« 
tradted and fmall, and very ill-fuited Co the 
contour of the edifice itfelf. The plan 
fccms to have been erroneous ; you arc 

3 conduced 
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conducted through a fuit of apattments^ 
that naturally appear infignificant, intd 
that fpacious room,, the libraryi which 
forming a ftriking contraft to the otherft 
makes them appear fmaller than before. 

I think the worft method that earl pof^ 
iibly be purfued by an architedt, where the 
obJe<^ is grandeur, is to pinch one room in 
order to enlarge another : the whole (hould 
be uniformly magnificent : I know but of 
one edifice in our kingdom that anfwers 
this defcription : it is attingham in 
Shropfhire, the feat of Lord Berwick, ari 
edifice built by Stuart, and one of the moft 
complete fpecimens of modem architedhurtf 
I ever faw. 

Having thus curforily defcribed fome ot 
the moft ftriking beauties in this magni-^ 
ficent palace, it would be unpardonable not 
to mention the gardens and park ; which, 
whether we regard the delightfulnefs of 
fituation or the moft captivating charms of 
nature improved by the chafteft defigns of 

£ e e art. 
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^uty equally donand our attention and 
.warmeft admiration • The pleafure grounds 
occupy an extent of confiderabiy more than 
itwo hundred acres^ and are laid out ^widi 
aftpnifhing tafte, principally under die in- 
ipedion of the prefent Duke, whofe bve 
of the fine arts and of rural and elegant 
fimplicJty is evefy where confpicuous« 

The flower baiket copied from the 
defign of Madame Pompadour, as difplayed 
in the gardens of Verfailles, is one of the 
moft enchanting affemblage of fweets any 
where to be feen ; the interfe<fling walks, 
as well as the temples and odier artificial 
obje<^, are at once elegant and neat ; and 
the whole is preferved in a ihte of the 
utmofl perfedidn. 

The pleafure grounds have lately re- 
ceived coniiderable imptoveitieot and en* 
largement, by throwing a neat Chuefe 
bridge over the lake near the cascade, 
and enclofing and laying down in the moA 
elegant ftyle a pretty large tra^ of die 

oppofite 
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oppofitie hill I in this delightful fpot feve-* 
nil grottos are fo naturally introduced that 
art fcarcely appears, and a magnificenC 
fountain, from fome long-negledted pieces 
<^fculpture (a pre&nt to John Duke of 
Marlborough) has been recently erected in' 
the vale near the eaftern limits of die new 
improvements, with an inscription in the 
Greek, Latin, Italian and Spanifli lan^ 
guages. 

At a (mall diftance from this noble 
piece of fculpture a mineral fpring, com* 
monly called Newfound- Well, flows into a: 
beautiful antique baibn extemaOy adorn- 
ed with numerous figures in baflb relievo ; 
and being from thence difchargcd, by the 
mouths of two lions near the top, it imme- 
diately difappears and foon enters the lake, 

■ 

The canal, which covers the whole 
extent of a fpacious valley, bordered by an 
artificial declivity, being taught to wind* 
according to the defigns of tafle, to fttll in^ 
broken murmurs over the rough cafcade, 

£ e e 2 and 
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and again to iinooth its boibm and move 
imperceptibly along, is certainly one of the 
£neft pieces of water in this kingdom. 

The park, which under the aufpices of 
the preient Duke has received every pof- 
iible improvement, is one continual feries 
of charming proipe<$s and agreeably diver^ 
fi^ed fcenes* Its utmoft circumference is 
fourteen miles ; round which are the moft 
enchanting rides, (haded principally with 
ever-greens ; the roads ar? laid out to the 
greateft advantages and new plantations 
are continually arifing, wherever they caa 
contribute to the richnefs or luxuriance of 
the view; indeed the effect of poliihed 
tafte, and thp fublime in defign^ are no 
where more perceptible than in the bouqd- 
lefs profpedts which perpetually prefent 
themielves ; the walls of the park being in 
^neral quite concealed, and the whole 
furTQunding country variegated with hills 
and valesi fpires, towers and villas, appear-? 
ipg as one w^de extended landfcape. 



In 
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In this park ftood originally a magnifi* 
cent royal palace^ the £ivourite retreat of 
feveral kings of England at various periods 
till the reign of Charles the Firft, when 
the fucceeding interval of civil diflenfion 
and anarchy laid it almoft wholly in ruins. 
It was not however entirely demoliihed 
until after the building of Blenheim^ when 
two fycamore trees were planted on its 
icite* 

The approach to 

OXFORD^ 

from Woodftock, is not marked by any 
particular beauty. The country, bleak, 
champaign and flat, confifls of thofe fea* 
tures which melancholize the environs of its 
After feminary. It is not in the power of 
nature to aflume a vifage *more deformed 
than fhe wears in the neighbourhood of 
Oxford and Cambridge. Not one expref- 
five line, not one interefting objedt, pre- 
ients itfelf to the traveller's eye ; and the 

defponding 
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defponding FreOimaoyas he fbjoarns a-ctofs 
the drear ezpanie> feek the full fierce of 
Johnfon's aflertion^ whoi^ fpeaking of 
Scotland, he &ys ^* that^ if the mifenble 
afpoft of the country fbould iodoce a maD 
to hang himfelf, he would fcarcely find a 
tree to fwing firom V* 

« 
I fhall confine my remarks upon this 
city within a very fmall compafs — ^it is 
foreign to my prefent purpofe to record, in 
pompous detail, its colleges and die hiftoiy 
of their founders ; few are unacquainted 
with our Univerfities : and thofe, who wifli 
to acquire a more accurate knowledge of 
their buildings and benefadors^ will find 
ampler founces of infomiatioa in the Oxford 
and Cambridge Guides than in any laboraed 
eflay of mine. 

In Oxford there feems, what mi^ be 
ftyled, a dijeale of buildings. The traveller 
is prefented with a profiifion of edifices 
jumbled together with no great di^ilay 
either of taile or defign.. It is a kind of 

anarchy 
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anarchy in ftonc and mortar, where evciy 
thing is confufed; and architcfture, in a 
liigh fever, fecms to have ftnck one edifice 
here and another there, varying the non- 
conformity of her work in proportion to her 
delirium. There is a Maufoleum for a 
library y and a cock-^pit for public difputants. 
There is a fepulcbre of manufcripts^ and a 
long gaHery, where heroes with ugly faces, 
and learned graduates iniiill bottomed wigs, 
are copioufly difplayed upon canvafs. What 
fliall be faid of christ-church ? where 
neat little peckwater cements the dirty 
puddle and the leaden mercury that dif-i 
graces its neighbouring quadrangle — ^and of 
the boafted theatre? with its wrong 
fide foremoft, diat turns its back upon the 
public and hides its fine front in a corner — 
and of sT, mahy's? with a low gothic 
(pire, but of fufficient beauty for every 

one to wi(h it taller and of the 

profpeft from the top of radcliff's 
empty library? where the view of 
all-souls alone is a recompcnce for the 
fatigue of afcending. 

After 
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After leaving .Oxford, the profpe<% of the 
Univerfity on the London fide is worth 
paying attention to« The countiy gradually 
improves towards 

H £ N L V, 

a neat and comfortable town, pleafantly 
fituated upon the banks of the Thames^ 
From the bridge at 

MAIDE N HEAD 

there is a fine profpedt of the Cliefden 
woods: and now having entered the broad 
uninterefling turnpikes leading to the me- 
tropolis, where the glowing features of 
rural landfcape hdc away and are no more 
feen, I ihall refign my pen. 

There may be fome who deem it negli« 
gent in me to treat with fo much brevity 
this portion of my duty. A few perhaps 
would have been better pleafed if I had 
been more explicit towards my finale. 

3 They 



They will be chagrined at my inadver^ 
tency in ncglcdting the bug^ telefc6pis ftt 
^LOirdHy and impute it td a finiller motive 
that I did not infert a defcription of Her#« 
8 CH E L L 's battery cgainfi tbe moon. Others 
will not eafily pardon my indifference to 
wiNDSOk CASTLE; efpecially if they 
knew that I was a fpeftator on the terrace 
when crowds of rejoicing fubjedts thronged 
to behold their monarch reftored to health 
and vigour, while the air rung with ac-^ 
ckmations of multitudes who blefTed th6 
Power that had refcued him from thd 
grave. 

But the generality will furely acquit me j 
not becaufe I have been abrupt in my con-* 
clufion, but becaufe they will perceive th* 
tendency which I have fhewn^ throughout 
theie pages, to leave the beaten track— ^to 
be filent upon threadbare fubjeds, and 
finally to wafle no expedients in attempting 
to clothe with novelty the well-known 
objects on each fide of the high road ixoOX 
Oxford to London. 

Fff To 



40^ -TOVS. THROUOB TBI 

To him therefore, who has been induced 
from motives of candour or curiofity to 
mark the progrefs and tennination of my 
rambles, I make my grateful acknowledge- 
ments. QOURTEOUS or INQjriSlTIVE 

READER ! if, in the perufal of theie pages, 
thy brow has been fuUied with anger or 
contracted by contempt, let me entreat thee 
to obliterate the remembrance of it ! I have 
endeavoured to pourtray with accuracy 
a variety of fcenes in no fmall extent of 
territory; I have pointed out every ob- 
jefl: which I deemed worthy of thy 
notice; I have confidered thee as the 
companion of my travels, and have given 
thee the fruits of my labours without the 
fatigue or expence of acquiring them. Ifp 
in fojourning through dreary and barren 
fcenes, I have occafionally led thee aiide to 
fmile at the vagaries of Jeremy or the 
adventures of his Master, pardon the 
author, who finding machinery neceflary in 
the formation of his work,, never tranf- 
grei]fed the limits of truth to fupply it. 

3 ft 



SOOTH or moLAiiDt 8cc* 403 

It would be impertinent to apologize for 
prefent deficiency by a promife of future 
improvement— elie, haply, when the hand 
of time fhall remove the curtain of pre- 
judice and check the fallies of inexperience, 
I may hope to throw afide my anonymous 
pen and aflume a more refpedable appear- 
ance. It is with this view I leave my 
prefent work to its fate, and go in fearch of 
materials for a more important fuperflruc- 
tare. I haften among the wider regions of 
continental domain; to fee peace expel 
difcord, and to witnefs the down&U of 
anarchy : to behold the armies of nations 
combined in reftoring ferenity to a dif- 
trafted people : to behold the melancholy 
condition of a country, where Faction, 
drunk with the blood of multitudes, has 
fantaftically arrayed herfelf in the garb of 
liberty, and like the arrogant bird, who 
envied the meeknefs and beauty of the dove« 
vainly endeavours by affuming a borrowed 
plumage to hide her native deformity. 

FINIS. 



r- 



^ « 




(a^^- 



/■\ 






oinn 



^■^ 



y 
'] 



